Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



Ik 



.1 



I 

I 
i 



f 



1 . w * 



3 ^, f i 



*«rf> 



> ^ 






I- 






THE 



FIRE-EATER. 



** Have my thought! niaed a spirit? 
^'Wlnt aie yon, ml a man or a deril?*' 

FARQUHAB. 



■* • « • « 



JOHN ANDERSON, JUN. EDINBURGH, 

55. VO&TH BRIBGl 6TBBKT ; 

AND SIMPKIN & MARSHALL, LONDON. 



MDCCCXXIIL 



, -• • 



. - - V 



TO 



JOHN WILSON, Esq. 

TBorxssoa or uokal ybilosophy xm the uvivsbsitt op 

XDINBUftGH, THESE PAOBS ABB OEDICATBO WRH 
XVIBT BZPBB9SI0K OP THE AUTHOH's 
f BlEKOSBtP AWD 

ESTEEM. 



* 



^ 






1 






y 



mmi»^tU0mmmmmmmmmam^m^im*i^»-^^»mi 



Courteous Reader, 

Rather a peculiar accident—- on you 
depends whether it was good fortune 
---•tfarei^ in niy way the manuscript from 

I have been occasionally useful, in a li- 
terary capacity! to several of the leading 
bibliopoles of this learned city, having 
had a principal share in the compilation 
of most of the gazetteers» almanacks, in- 



VI 



dexes, and running margins which have 
of late years made any noise in the lite- 
rary world, besides not unfrequently do- 
ing a little in the extemporary reply 
and witticism way for the presidents of 
public dinners ; thereby furthering the 
jocularity of the meeting, and preventing 
such honours from becoming a monopoly 
ii) the hands of the naturally-gifted. 

Indeed, my talents have been far from 
being hid under a bushel. Many authors 
never venture upon a word in Italics until I 
signify my approbation ; and two gentle- 
men of literary eminence acknowledged 
to the first poet of the day, that, had it not 
been for the curious double stitching I had 
recommended, their works would have 
been torn to pieces. 

I, however, became too ambitious to be 
satisfied with this measure of fame. His- 
tory informed me that,- at the erudite 
conferences at Hampton Court, our sage 
King James, of '* pacific nature . and 
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fluent thought," thus' addressed Mr 
Khewstubbs, my venerable ancestor :— 
" Blessings on my heart-strings ! there 
be many people in the World who 
lack a head ! — Thou hast a son by a se- 
cond venter J — teach him to do bonum^ 
and to do it bene. Couldst thou learn 
him to .reason better than a trencher- 
scraper ? We wait your reply/' 

I resolved to resppnd to this royal in- 
terrogatory, and forthwith composed a 
goodly poem, in two volumes quarto, 
which I entitled, in compliment to his 
majesty of controversial memory, " The 
Anser An^weredJ^ 

Without delay, I proposed to a friend 
that he should be the publisher, hinting, 
that I might be persuaded to accept, in 
return, one of those small orders on the 
bank, which I had seen other authors 
^mile so complacently on receiving. But 
he gave me a check, by unlocking a huge 
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door, and tiirufiting me into ^ midst <i 
a iieterogeneouB mass of mancucriptB^ de> 
dcriptive and destroctivi) of «very subjict 
in the world. My heart sickened-<-my 
knees trembled— 4ny pages fdl to the 
ground, and, with difficulty, I recovered 
con^oBure to regain and deport them in 
my pockety and to hasten home. 

After a very sleepless night, I bqgan to 
summon up eoorage, and resoived to try^ 
at my own ridk, an experiment with the 
firstly of my muse, ^ to shame the rogue 
and print it/' I, therefore, (I must con* 
fess with some agitation,) rolled up a &rw 
hundred sheets, and forwarded them to 
another friend in the ** line,'' begging 
him, at my expense, (to be paid from my 
next index,) to throw off five hundred 
copies, and to request a fellow^labourer 
in the vineyard of literature, to correct 
the press: my feelings having receiv- 
ed such a shock, that any publicity 



given to the locality o£ the lodgings I 
forthwith intended to nsmove to^ would 
htve been ^extremely unpleasant to my 
feelings on many aoconnts. 

But what was tny astonishment when 
tbe sheets were sent to me, with the 
*^ FoK-EikTEJi^ on tiie tide page ! I 
trembtingly tossed over the leaves ; but 
rocogimtng no felioitons flowings of my 
|>en> I rnshed to the printing-office, and 
discovered, to tny constemati<H), that, 
wiien shut into my friend's condenmed 
odl, I had, in tbe perturbation of my 
iqyirit) pocketed, and had now printed, 
the kdbours of another author. 

This, however, affi)rded no salis^Etctory 
answer to the printer or paper-maker; 
and, therefore, as my only alternative, I 
now us^er the changeling into the wide 
world, with this explanation as to birth 
and history,— -I hope my readers will not 
add the obituary. 



The only notice I can obtain : of the 
author is, that he was an officer in the 
British service, — ^that he had been in 
France with the army of occjupation,— 
had kept a regular and faithful diary of 
the events and transactions which came 
under his knowledge,— and, on being re- 
duced (a very emphatic word,) on half- 
pay, had, like me, thought that small 
pica and long primer were types of every 
thing excellent and enviable. 

The narrative bears intrinsic evident 
of authenticity, and I am satisfied that 
the author has not assumed a character 
to which he has no title. Indeed, as Old 
Ben says, " This must be an officer or 
nothing, he is so pert and brief ;" and, 
with these words, and iq treating forgive- 
ness for my own egotism, and, perhaps, 
I should make the same request for my 
military friend, who I may observe. 



labours under no matwaise honte in mat- 
ters laudatory of himself, 

I am. 

Gentle Reader, 

With profound respect, 
Your humble servant, 
THE EDITOR. 

Edinburgh, lOth July 182S. 
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CHAPTER I. 



«• Yoo mtut knowy Sir, I wii regident in Fhnden, the but 
eimpaigiL" 

Co)roBxrs» ' 



Thb inarch from Paris to Cambray was tire 
aome and uninteresting. Day after 4ay we set 
forward on our route, and halted, or reposed, 
only to renew the same dull task; and when 
at length we arrived at the place assigned to bur 
brigade, we in Tain, among the scanty amuse* 
ments our new quarters afibrded, endeavoured to 
lose the recollection of the delights of the gay 
metropolis we had left. 
I At first, we perambulated and reconnoitred 



Z THE FIBE-EATEB. 

Cambraj ; and spoke of nothing but the grey 
and gloomy strong-hold, half hid in the rich 
crops which waved ahnost agunst the trails. 
Next, we re-fought all our battles, criticised 
the manoeuvres and tactics of our countrymen 
in days of yort, trad suggested the mofs^import- 
ant plans for every campaign in time to come ;— • 
crossed rivers-oforcedjcasdnear— stormed cities-— 
and swept along with an ease and rapidity that 
threw even our generaPs most splendid feats into 
hopeless shade. Tb^, fatigued with the tumult 
of the festivities which generally accompanied 
fheSfe "warlike disetissidns, S^e becmh^ suddenly 
peaoeful^ and betook ourselves to wandering 
over the fields, or rather along the winding roads 
wlubh iatene^ted them '; 4td: -m^lolped ^e iv2- 
lagesy jiiBt disccamiUe thvou^ itbeldQe}^ shadie €i 
tin trees iinkla^^idi t^y nose. ^ By Ihe'ttme 
tUft 'o6oupatk>n Itet ^aU rtlidb^ we "ware drittfo 
wkfain idoors by ilnte-qpliresslve heat of ifae iteft^ 
tker^ or the •oveo^whdming.rfloods.iof ;Taiil|' laoid 
wiets 'iaooedto bsnfe. recoursQ io )OUft soaaty ; aiip*> 
ply «f boobi.' These iver mad sxA re^T«ad^ 
and criticised, till gazing. thfou^b. 'the ^indow 
bofitke'^etdaiitrbrabdiiscoif the; antciA^ tustting 



90, ^ top of tbe gacdsA-waUy wa^apre&nihlpi^ 
oovdl^y* Even tbe s^am for £^CfK3irJU l)rpf^^ 
but a i^mpoDuy i:elie£ Our horses or dqgs wi^ 
ilKeieting with endless disasters ; luid, atteKPftt^jr^, 

surl^it .of fiadorg t^P jmocli, -prnvied aowsp^/gtC 
dMoon^oft 

Perhaps I JfeU tfhis^ cnoui xaore, ^hgn aiiy^^o^. 
Q)|r Wtbpr*<^Spqi!&'; forf*-^bQude^iaieidg4>fa^sijU 
ki9s idispesi^ioo,' dw]e}Ji^g with feveri«b fi^fp^^if* 
iiim W )iappm<9is^ia pcospeetiYciy y^t ui«taQ% 
itfte4 'Oi* disiapppiilted whep the ^XKupaen^ sg^^M^f* 
<JeQ% wu^d^&ir ai:iived,^<*-4in uafprtunat^ j»9p^ 
sdrve, natural to my (qhar^ctar^ oft^q ,tbppw ip^ 
oiM^ pf the aiaaseaients ipid oacupations 14 i^hAQh. 
i)0|r Sjaeada woce engaged) wd <led m^ M^ indui^ 
91 ^dkary ^axiderl«|gs mad : ^^^ditku^is, ^^^Qffk 
^V^ X returned wkh sfill jpfiore, weariness pf 
^[^ aud asvfciety fpi; cbai?ge. 

In one of these janpopfad ramhUqgs^ I badv 
soda 'hi IhedMre^tifEm of Qisie, .fo leDjey |h^ re- 
0p$f|hiqg a^oiliass Gf rthe ^^h44e ^flB^rdfd hy %; 
lfiiei]y cjbfi;^ iTotr.of boi$ Uam 'BjohHid tfli^ mw^ 
limigcwmA Vf^vf^ itowasd^ wide :ppf^y'*6el4si: 
Un» rftdgcyk Afixt ithe road cpv^c^jed witfi kusuiJairt, 



tuceme ; m^^^ here and there, where the crofNf 
of gra*^ lild been reaped, a few sheep were al" 
lowed io mck a scanty repast among the closely* 
cut stubA; An old man, rolled in a cloak 
tightly drawn together under his chin, and 
perch^ cp a moveable hut of the shape and 
nze qf a ^og-kennel, spoke to me as- 1 passed, 
and I at once recognized him to be the shepherd 
to the maire of our village. After the usual sa« 
ttttations of politesse, he reminded jne that he 
had promised that the gargon his son would be 
hiqppy to attend me in any of my field amuse* 
ments, and, particularly, to navigate me through 
the various channels of the Gache and Sanzet, 
and their minor branches, forming, for many 
miles, almost a marsh, intersected by canals or 
ditches, and occasionally by long verdant and 
bushy ridges, where it was supposed that Mom* 
sieur le Capitwie might have some desire to 
enjoy ks flaisirs de la p^e. 

In truth, 1 had given him reason to expect 
a vifflt; therefore, having notlung better to do, 
I turned my horse^s bead in the direction of a 
few houses rising close to a mass of ruins, tow- 
ering aytx the deepest and most spacious chaiK 



Bel of the river, whkh at this spot formed aU 
most a lake in miniature* 

Tfaese ruins were the only remains of a dhA* 
leau which had fdlen an early sacrifice to> the 
violence of the Bevolutioti. The owner had d* 
ther, hy his conduct^ exasperated his dependants^ 
0r was wealthy enough to excite their cupidifj^ 
at a time when the populace could gratify, with 
impunity, every wisb^ however lawless. Halving 
fled from Paris, and foolishly trusting that his 
fcai&9 6t the former submisrive spirit, or perhaps 
afection, of the pieasants, would secure himself 
and family a safe retreat oA his own estates^ he 
was diot in his chamber on the night of bis ar« 
rival ; and his wife would have shared the same 
fate, had not she, hy the assistance of a faithful 
domestic, gained the edge of the morass, and 
ccmcealed herself in a, distant creek until able to 
lescape across the frontiers, to end her life in po» 
liury and exile. The children were taken home 
by a. charitable neighbour, and brought up ao» 
cording to the principles of equality which pre» 
vailed in liiose insane times. 

The chief walls of the. mansion were yet stand* 
\jBig ; and the remains of the embellishments on 
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tbe ffdes of thfc* rMtm^y trfakb, I wds fulJik h^d 
almost rivalled the abode of royalty iii rieUfiftSA 
aoidsplendGoirof decomtion, elitltd stilt be tiueied. 
Ifi^ 0oiiS6qdenee of reporti^ that Idrge^ fstnm of 
liioi^f bad been concealed in or about tbii build^ 
ingV idsnQsl every stone of the court-yard ll^ b^ 
niie&^ Mi ^veti the gi^^t gateway trndeimiacfdi 
A f&ok tegexdtim b«d now spring tip m th&it^ 
ferstices. Tfie ctematlii buDg m profusion ovef 
ib^ dhaltdred ft^ftients of the wall, and, on th* 
rite of the foi^et garden, the flowers which hid 
heeti able to survive havoc.and peglect were etui^ 
fttted ik^ wild and in(B»cnmi«at0 heaps;. 

The indmdual whom t supposed to be the 
gat^on 1 soon found in bitter contest with a yMiig 
bors^ which neither gentle nor fca^cible meani 
ieetned likely to induce to pass a large 'waters 
wbeisl} grating and creaking with unvarying round 
^ the edge of the path ; and I eould not help 
udmnring the coolness with which the rider agann 
and ag{dn brought the aninud to the i^Mit, and 
kcffi, his seat, wl^le il sprang, and kicked, and 
reared with the most vicious fury. A' few paces 
further down, he could, under cover of the end 
of the church, have crossed, on a little tuif-bridg*^ 



Uttl hi9^ pfeforre^maldog hk (Hupose^good i, i4mj» 
when I xeoQamQQdcdhatt to guasd agatn^febwig 
precipitated ovet iifafi bm kd|ge» op tb» ^ITQIM 
"vo^bf i^hiKih bis horse, imat pkuBgii^t md o£- 
fieixd to^Iead tha.waj, he ii^aral la« band^ as if 
d o cftMng iiny .prnposidy tad, vboeUng riMMlif^ ce% 
taoudatcnckipeed, th«k l!hA CRMlMft, UQubltt 
ahngedier to Eifw^w ifiBi»k the dtreed^a it woa 
fonsd to kake-y frantic mlb ooDtrol, and anorU 
mginiii vago, le^ured^ and then^ ataKtiag aside^ 
jproQg abrbep Jthcf gap^ and yi^t gavDtPg fodfu^ 
ta:tti6 ixpfoAte bahk^ fdahed into ai Aickel^ ami 
anipitiioiKly cndeayotiixd ^ beat its rider agamrt 
fjiieteem.^ Heite thecontBsliwas very ^hoti* Ift 
H few miiuitefl, the horse, oDverod with £)aixi, hh 
appoueA ^dniost Iwealfalea^ and trembling wiCti 
the ficrce^eas of its ^xaptieiiflu 

I^M^vered, However, that this penon was not 
the son of my old friend the shepherd ; but, upcn 
mentioning my objeot, the stranger readily offered 
to. go in searcib cH the gar^on, at the same time 
expi^s^ing his surf>rise that I could think of piUTi^ 
Itiamg sa dead and triite an amusement, wheo^ 
within a f^vf mij^s^ the whole worid was gathered 
tqejether, and imm^nsed in 6very 6pe<^iea cf ^tb 
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aadfiolia ^ Who has Hot beaid,^ he exdaimen^ 
^ of the fair at Douay i Ah, comme on £t de 
Naples, vj^e Douay e poi mori T 

<« Why,:* I answered, ** I thought that Douay 
was the most stupid place in the world, alwsya 
excepting Cambray. T^ese dreary fortificaticDa 
seem to eontain nothing but mere automatao^ 
idMOlute pieces of machinery— -no sprit, no Tiw» 
city— -nothing but eternal languor and gloonk?* . 

<^ And, if that were the case, have we not rea^ 
$0n,^ he replied, with: some precipitation, and 
casting from below the i;Kde brim of a slouched 
hat, which threw his^ whole feitturea into totel 
obscurity, a keen but transient look towards 
me, <^ It is surely not the most fit moment 
for the real friends of our country to be m^ 
ry, when the allie s ^ He stop|ied-*-thei» 
abruptly added, << If England bore the pint of 
one successful hostile foot, would your land ring 
with merriment from shore to shore? But we 
are philosophers— stoics in misfortune.: Ay» 
mr, you are mistaken as to our gloomy*— we caa 
frolic, dance, and sing,, as. if every blessing waa 
poured on our heads, while our poor country*--* 
but pshaw ! why not vivc &» bagatelk^ tbou|pl| 



the knife was at <mr breast ?"" << You take this 
natter too seriously,^^ I observed, struck with 
the contrast of his outward appearance with hk| 
WOfdB and gesture ; — ** we will regret that we 
ever entered your country, if you do not de* 
me the most lasting benefits from our visit.^ 
*^ You are very -poYite, fort honnStey'* he broke in 
suddenly, with somewhat of a sarcastic tone; 
th^n instantly changing his manner, << Excuse 
my rudeness — my folly in interrupting your pur* 
suits with idle dreams of mine. — Yes, you must 
go to Douay. Even when sealed up in these 
great walled dormitories, weaca not so melancho- 
ly as you imagine. A Monsieur le, Commuid* 
ant and his suite may possibly be consequen* 
tial, and perhaps taciturn. They are at least 
right to be the latter. Talkativeness might lead 
to puzzling questions where they had served,, or 
by what feats of arms they had won their glit*, 
tertng orders. — But pshaw ! I am again sermaok 
ifiog in spite of myself.^ 

<< Douay is a considerable distance off, and I; 
do not know the road,^ I observed, somewhat 
disposed to prolong the conversation ; ^< will you 
be my guide— accompany me ?^ 

a2 



♦ «* Yoti thU6t &xcude'i»6^ sir.'' • 

' << Yoli idiottld l^bake (^ this dislike to mk ill' 
the mirth and frolic of your eountrymen.'^ 
- *< Pftrdon me ;— I WAsOirly ntoraliKitig ^ Ktti<*. 
••-^Thftt is pfl»t 4nd gone.^^Fit)^ h melanehdik' 
never was my ma:ftim.'* 

f . tt You had better come, then. Perhaps thArd' 
ai*e no other watei»- wheels oti the road ; or yoli 
&m try your skill at another leap. It will not 
be a trifle that checks you.'* 
•^ *< Ha, ha ! I do not dread that. There are 
futare serious dangers than water-wheelsj^^ai- 
though not so often as ready a means of escape. 
•A^'But Monsieur le Capitaine knows that a sol*, 
dier, a iemi-solde^ has many reasons for self-de- 
nial,*— particularly with no pay at all : Un autre 
fbis, Monsieur, un autre fois.** 
' ^'But there are a hundred amusements which 
can be obtained without purchase, and yet are 
rsi/t the lei^s vahiable. • I am afraid these old grey 
walls, that are throwing their shadow on the wtt^ 
t^, have covered you wit|| their gloom.^ 
' He turned round, and saw the ruins of the 
dllMeau reflected in dark and bold outlines, and 
teeming to totter and crumble in more rapid de-^ 



eajTy Its the swelling breeze undatftted tlie turfiuMf 
^^the irateri He looked for a moaieat : ^ Aha P 
he cried, with a rapid elevatiim c£ race, ^^ rr&L 
Aenit , eette maisDn est i bts; tnaui lea chSoet 
dansJa looit 3dnt abfaatuB, et poinqaoi pas eea 
iauraiHes? Sir^^ he added, in a low tone, ^m 
titese jpoMis jovL lead the dawB&l of wealth and 
power. These walls^ now scarcely moie «ib» 
9tstitial dian- dbeir abadow^ were once the jsentitr 
of aprmeeiy dooudn*^' 

r " Do you know who the proprietpra were r 
■ :^f The people Bay the faimiiy ao lonj^r exkta; 
and surely they speak truth. Would. one of 
the house of. Qiaie-liTe and let the honours of his 
lathers iie unclabbledy or tbesr name aink kito 

r <( If the reverse in the family^s frartunes: waa 
ite firuk of irerolutioaary excesses, I am^ afmid 
ihatfto attempt to. regain the property from die 
haadb into which ,k has paased, will be a wy 
deffierale underialpjDg^^n-litlie could be now irod 

ci Miliiitfel^ he ainswensd^ reining in ti^efaoraei 
vilQMi Uniiit <hd had flshekmed while I spoke; 
f«iTJhe>]Bintt^ die' honoars l^f the fainily woiiU 
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be recovered. Sslut, Monsieur, salut ;^ and fa# 
hastened down a narrow lane, and in a few mo^ 
Bsents was out of sight 

I never was a very zealous angkr, and, if I 
bad been, I would have reqiaired, on this ooca« 
sion, probably a degree of patience unpossesseit 
by even Walton's most enthusiastic disciples. 
Besides, this amusement would always be in my 
power, whereas the Fair might not have another 
day to last. This reflection cut short my medi-» 
tation ; so, putting spurs to my hackney, I soon 
gained the high road, and pushed forward ta 
Douay. 

The last time I had been there, the weath^ 
was unusually warm^ and, liko many English* 
men, I had never thought of the folly of choos*. 
ii^ the heat of noon for exploring the curiosides 
c£ the place. I had, therefore, perambulated th^ 
streets, groped through the churches, yawned 
along the Jardins de Plantes, without aeektg a 
human creature except my guide, or hearing a 
sound but his monotonous chattering ii\ neadiy 
unintelligible Patois ; and, disdaining even to 
dine in such a desert, I returned to my billet ten 
inSksoff, declaring the pictures to be daub^lhtf 
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buildings to be despicable, and even the gardensl 
of Madame Paulet utterly intolerable* 

On the present occasion, however, I was satis* 
fied, long before I even arrived at the gates, that 
die scene was to be verv different The road 
was now full of people pasmng to and from the 
fair, some loaded with their purchases, or dis- 
playing their presents ;— others in busy consul** 
ladon what would be the most curious and grati* 
fying manner of expending their little treasure, 
and ad in the excess of merriment Onlv one 
person seemed to be an exception. He had en^ 
deavoured to grow rich at once at the gaming 
table, by staking all his earnings of the last half 
year. Bad luck, however, had incessantly puiv 
sued him, and gradually extracted every frane 
from his purse. In vain he changed from rmnge 
et noir to roulette^ and from roulette to rouge et 
noir ; still the same uninterrupted drain oonts* 
nued, until, being no longer productive, he was 
pushed aside by the better qualified worshippers 
of fortune, and forced to retreat, melancholy and 
di<!^faUen, his hands gathered in a knot at the 
very faottoni of his pockets, to fill up the distress- 
ad, and his sufferings tenfold increased by 
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the contrast of the jocund Souses of his comtade^ 
jostling past him, with their comtniserating in^ 
^irjr, *< Coqchest que vbus ayez que rowi Te* 
Tiosh shitot)'' to mingle in the merry throng* 
I had often scfen the fellofir «t Cambmyt 
smoking segars in a great arm-chair, whfle his 
wife ilew up and down behind the counter^ dwell-* 
ing with raf^ture oh the << b<»mes confitures de 
Bar'>le«T)uc aux groseiUes sans peptns/' mudbad^ 
^;mred by our young guardsmen ; and, when I 
OQW recognized him muttering and stamping, as 
be for a moment stopped in the bitterness of 
bis refleGtions, tearii^ mtti his teeth the te^ 
Ittiubs of his leather purse, then suddenly resuin* 
ing hi^ paoe^«*-^I was about to accost him,. but, 
with a bitter ^* Sacre nom I je n'ai pas un sou^'' 
be pushed. roughly paist, 
I . On entering the gate^ I found that the' hum of 
ajoiises, and sound of merriment, which I bad 
lieard for ^ome time, proceeded from the ^'Griuide 
PJaoe," and, on hastening dierc, a dense ntnte. ^f 
people seemed to present an impenetrable baEh* 
li^r tQ any f ur Ibet adyance, I was^ howi^er^^eil^ 
aUM ta pfissr by degrees, and at lengtb: rt^choi 
l)i»;£EMel;^tJKmibmi The lio&Nicr JiQDe4(l|r 
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t^hi me thttt theircf was aot a. mbrceauo^ the ttn;^ 
"ble unoccupied; but the landlord^ affecting t6 
tecogmzemeas a welUkuown customer^ althougk 
'1 had ueref se^n his fkce before, assured me^ 
^hat, although &r a. i^hort titne mj horse must 
'stand uncovered, it . would have *^ un coin aussi 
liulieux que superbe^" which was immediately 
'fbittied by thrusting two cabriolets into a Teiy 
intimate and dangerous embrace, and leaving tiie 
vacant space for a stall. I then was intreated 
to step into the salk ^ manger to partake of an 
vmeletu soufftSe^in the act of being handed up, uh* 
les& I would prefer tne more substantial repast 
•^ d'un canard sauvage et petits poix a-sucre— . 
avec unebouteillede Chabli|fet un petit verre de 
Curajoaou d*eau de viedeDantzig/' Then, with* 
xmt waiting for an ans^wer, he rushed out to as* 
sist one of our general officers to alight from his 
carriage, expressing the supreme bonheur of hav- 
ing such a guest, — describing the magntflquetc^ 
IJbfnmodation for the whole party, aud altemate* 
\f requesting to know what refreshment would 
bfe inost agreeable, anfl cotrjuring the head- wait«ff, 
likiled to th^ spot' from absolute- inability to de- 
^ab which of ther^uftUatimiis cries th^t irxti ISi 



car to obey, to inquire, poar t amour ie IXm^ 
what vacant corner could be dLscovexed for Mi* 
lord Anglids and the horses. By the time I 
PQached the apartn^nt to which I was directed, 
the same emblem of ubiquity i^peared,-^his coat 
off^^^bis w£U6tcoat flying open,*--the frill of bis 
shirt bristling under his nose, — a long white a* 
proa to protect his mysteriously-clocked silk stods:* 
ii^^ endeavouring, with an elevated tui'enne of 
soup, to penetrate twenty impatient vociferoua 
groups: <^ Excusez, Monsieur; — Madame, je soip 
au desespoir de vous d^rangen Gare les jambes^ 
mon petit ; ce n*etoit pas nla faute.— -Par tous 
les Dieux, voilaenccnre desarrivees — Jean ! Jac» 
ques ! Henri ! — allez ! 'courez ! Messieurs, man* 
gez vite ! vite !— Souvenez, qu^pr^s la soupe 
Julienne, on servira des dindonneaux, des per« 

drix, des lapins Me voila, mevoila!*' he 

concluded, as the house was rent from its inmost 
recesses by cries for his presence. 

This was obviously not the fittest time for en» 
joying comfort within doors, and, therefore, has* 
tily retiring, I proceeded toward the booths e* 
raeted in the square, not, however, without be* 
arrested in the passage by the host niv 
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porintending the carrii^ of a burden of, lui he 
told me, ^ le veritable gros bouchon de dix aiu^" 
and being obliged to promise to return at avpsiw 
ticufaur hour, to bear witness to the most xefined 
mysteries of his art*. 

The fair was at its hey-day. Several rowsofi 
wooden booths, filled with all lands of ocHnmodities^ 
were ranged along the Placcj leaving a sufl^dort 
passage between them to pennit passengers to set 
lect die goods they wished, or to allow the icUe« 
cnriDus to gaaee, ^dmire, and saunter on. Booia^ 
h«ts> saddlery, toys, jewellery, confections, mil* 
fihery, pictures and perfumery, perukes and por* 
edbun— every thing which the fancy could punt^ 
«»-g^tered on the eye, and threatened ruin to 
the poeket' The booth-keepers, dressed ia 
th^ best array, pndsed their goods, solicited 
custom, bandied joke and repartee, with an ease 
and gaiety that often made a person purchase^ 
firdn mere shame to go away empty-handed fjram 
so good-humoored a trader. The square had 
been full of peasants and the lower raidcs ot ibm 
town^fieople ; but these having retired to ie« 
fresh and invigorate themselves for the afte»i» 
Docm^s amusements, a bettor class had taken thw 
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Thi^.wUeKB iof the vnfflei^ j^ng^breMfi; 

danfailei reapite, and greedily tebed the opffiifMn 
iky.ia siraUow their ^nder meal ixt lb«i <3«tii^ 
of their booth, to be ready &r this l!»3ewed ^^. 
imids of their mpnun^ <^u«tpmenu . TtiQ T^« 
fUfl.fitofca of the more ezpeiisive artkka ih9% 
ttrnpudied more iioto view; and many alHttn^ 
pmg did the yoting demoiseUes experieoee« aar 
the omameiits on which their hearts wene aet^ 
^nbonted^ e^rax at ihedcnder prixf to twioft .m 
Biuch as .their little silken, purses cootainedL 
Bal^ with the exception, of theae. unaiiroidatde 
diaappointments^ all waa good-^humourod menk 
wasaL Tfaeie was lio . jostKng, nor squmbbUogy 
nor quarrelling. Although we were outnumv 
bered beyond all cdculaiion by the French^ 
theee was hot the least' approach evea to indvii* 
lity. Indeed, mors than, once, when I pressed 
forward to get a nearer v^ew^ of the ^ttering* 
imideni, or to overhear dome battle of wit be^ 
tween^a seller and a purchaser, way was ^me'« 
cBately opened for Monsieur Anglais, or*refe4 
venoe made to me on the point on which the 
parties Wiie so mirthfully oontending. The 



tfnly iastailee of nideiieM I miW, occiinred ma th^ 
pMrt of a foragnep,-*^iie of the Army of Ctn* 
titigent quartet ed between Douay and Camlirayi 
A cttriOttdy-ifDf ked Bet^an pipe had won tfa# 
fancy of a peasant, who, after half an hottr*»fa^ 
gfing'* -wieig im the act of untying a narrow Mack 
\mg coDteimng hi^ riches, to condinde the k^ 
gttfiS *v4ten a great whkhered^ featheced Doai 
stepped up, and thrustibg him aside, paid the 
ptice) pockelted the pipe, pushed past with m^ 
t^ry stride, -ttid a most energetk ^ Tysh JUge^ 
Htghi, tSuda mod^r gaa r Thid was eridently 
a itetj 'severe mortification to the Frenchman^ 
both as to the artidle'and the manner of the loss t 
tad some <}f his eiHnpanlons ventured to expreitt 
tfaifei^ indignation at the intrusioui He, how* 
iver, having allowed the first ebullition of Hft 
displeasure to find vent in indistinct tnunnuvw 
ings, calmly retied the neck of his purse, drop^ 
jMng it into an apparently interminable pocket 
in the inside of his wdistcoat, and assuming a 
m0stf>hilosophic atr, observed, *^ Vous avez toft^ 
Messieurs : Lui, c*est un grand eommissaire d^ 
gueyre, un de nos amis-— hem ! moi ne sub qn'tin 
pauvre diable Fran^ais ; ainsi va le monde^-** 
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and he stepped into the waffle»booth| where I 
left him with an immense cake in each hand, and ' 
his eyes bent cm the rich fluid in the course of 
being transfcdmed into die same captivating com* 
position* 

Towards evening the crowd returned in stSl 
more condensed masses. Any remabs of re* 
. serve or prudery, which might have been visflble 
in the earlier part of the day, had now worn oKp 
and the air rung with the shouts of mirth. Clus« 
tess of the higher class of paysanmsf^kaovm by 
the briUiant and glittering hnes of the cotton 
jEerohief, which rose like a tiara on thar heads^ 
their large doujile gdd enr*rings and richly 
worked crosses, — ^were loun^ng abng, with arms 
interlaced, every now and then making their re* 
spective admirers pay for liberty to pass, by a 
gift of a few confectionaries; or bantering or 
nllying my countrymen who attempted to be 
complimentary ; while a petite bourgewe; imita- 
ting the tottering tripping pac6 of the Fiifisknm 
fieSfBXkd galberiig round her ligfatfigure her deep> 
hooded silk cloak, would throw a sudden glance 
it the i^rty, whose adtniration she chaUei|ged| 



and then^ in consternation, exclaim-—^^ Miusy 
mon Dieu, je suis seule— oii done est maman ?^ 
When satisfied with these scenes, I turned inta 
a neighbouring street, where a number of shows 
were gathered together and were now reaping 
their harvests. An old man, in a military coat 
of the cut of the grand monarque, stood on a 
dbair, throwing his features into fearful like* 
nesses of any individual pointed out in the ring 
surrounding him : and, in the absurd distortiMS 
of his flexible chin, nose, and mouth, if he did 
not always hit a very exact resemblance, pro- 
duced such ridiculous grimaces as soon drove off 
the unlucky original of ther portrait, followed by 
a peal of laughter^ Within a few yards was a 
canvas tent of somewhat larger dimensions than 
* the rest The owner was an Italian, who per- 
formed ballets and petites comedies with a set of 
puppets. I obtained admittance for a few half* 
pence, imd found the place crowded to excess. 
The man at the door, however, whispering ** En 
avant^ in my ear, thrust me on with main force, 
and in a few minutes I reached the eentre of a 
group ci country girls clingki^ to one another td 
support themselves on the top of a bench, to ob* 
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taio a b^Uer view of the wonders iexUbitis^ ; «pd 
I was ahoost deafened with their screain3.ofin^r«* 
limenty atan unfortunate patient, 'whcun^qiiQck 
^icas pursuing, with unyielding ^rtinacitj^ to ea^ 
£Offce the awallowingfof amost unreaspm^ vonsf^ 
wxe of wex^jne; . iSu4denIy the scene 4;bangedi 
and tone i»f the noost celebcated faeUets. in' thfi 
gapital was jx^nGonned. The herqand he^ne 
swam along with ineSuble graccj^ and bowed, a^id 
ffutfsiedj and lea{)ed, mA twirled^ and fttrouet* 
tod amidst the ^nost rapturous affilause v^f^ 
deed the imi^tion was^dmir^ble. ^ the-t]in9 
nyr eyes were accustonrad tothe dimUutive v^ 
of the puppet^ I abnost thoi]^t I could txaeiif 
m their wooden visc^ge&ig) the comphioent leer and 
$df-gratulant sainle of the Kvmg figurantiss-^rf' tha 
opera. 

By degrees, however^ even the power cf tbeae 
ailrUacticms eeased; and, atan naxly hour of the 
lUghty the stimts became as calm and quiet 4K^ if 
lili this iBvehy had .been inerely ^ dreaia. 

Hh^ moi^ji^gfl was told that there w;on}4 ba 
^tde tmoce^thui a /epetiAQV of the saine«0eti0j 
Ijtiiereferp prepared to depart, taldng^ |K>wevf^ 
ai9tl|er jglance at Madame Faidet^s. gardens. I 



mm found' tliAt i bad indeed allowed ill iuiauHtn 
ar^Efijttdice, to napcessoae fcMrinerly withaT^ij 
uigust 'q>inion of tb^ese gpiinds. Tbey w^pie 
growing with the hues And ndies (^ cununer} 
{Had iJbe; luKuriaace of nature was4*#ipidly ov^er-^ 
QoiaingAud concealing the «iecaA<>Dal excels of 
the^prqprietor^s <aiud0ty toinevease these «karii9 
|b^ fu*t Staudtsg am, a light and ^airy bridge oviBl^ 
eiieof the^treamfii, in: rather -canals^— 4br» unfiirt 
tunately, tbeflataessof the gioujod allows utti^p 
iittle '.oiEreirt t/o the water^;^— ^I waa contempla* 
UQg\some ^haixdsome sculpture, paFl3ettliirly-ia|i 
fiXeeUeBtj^oup in Canrara maiUe, wbeu I was 
moused irpm my reveide by the expostulatioi) 
c^ra lady, on accouKit of the havoc ^y ^^ 

A. 

had done to a very gossamer robe, which flogt* 
ed behind hei^ I made ^a thoAisaad apologies, 
|[|ad, vin iw^ awkward activity^ renderedi ' JQMftr 
ter^ wor«e^ when, fortunately her servati^i***^ 
giam-Iooting fellow^ dressed something Hke.Q\ir 
iailifiadrtiia«-ma}QrSy his hat e^ed' with >a{U3q&ir 
iugaiof featl^r^, and a h^ge coa^^oii suspended 
% ^ b!ioa4 belt ^over «^s .shqulders,-7<r^S3Cted>t|)e 
djigiiimtioB* I made -mj-best bow, randy nStfu^ 
out :9OK0e very 'barbarous .Ereii^h^ .baa* 
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tily made my escape, although I could not help 
thniking, from the sweetness of the voice which 
murmured a regret ai disturbing my meditation, 
that a more confident bow, and a little more vo* 
hibility on my part, might have led to an ac- 
quaintance with one of the most elegant women 
I had seen since my arrival in France. Indeed, 
80 much, on reflection, did my courage increase, 
that, passing a very gay house on my way to 
the hotel, and seeing the same airy figure at 
a saloon window, surrounded with a knot of 
French officers paying their devoirs, I could not 
resist hazarding a profound bow, and strutted 
along a very important personage, as I received, 
in return, a polite acknowledgment of recogni* 
tion. 

A rising breeze carrying away a mass of thick 
clouds which, for an hour or two, had threatened 
ridn, I resolved to vary my tour, and return by 
Arras. Excepting, however, the picturesque ap» 
pearance of the city, and the bold outlines of the 
fortificationis, there was little new or interesting 
in the route. The country was less marshy than 
in the direction of Oisie, and the Scarpe still coii- 
tBuned a very connderable body of water. Its 
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o(Hir$e was marked by a line of stunted ^mdi 
but vfhen you approached where the baiJcs were 
most accessible, the stream wa« thick and muddy^ 
and scarcely could be discerned to move amtdfft 
the matted sedges which sprung from its mSm 
iind drooped on its surface. I had not) however* 
been led to. expect -very much gratification from 
this detour ; and, therefore, was not disap** 
pointed : but I conferred no very complieieii* 
tary benedictions on my host of the H6tel Bour* 
bon, when, an hour afterwards, I found, that, in 
ecmsequence of his having, in a manner, forced 
me to remain longer than I intended at Douay to 
taste some execrable veal and sorrel, the gates 
of Arras were shut before I reached them, and I 
wa8 obHged to seek an asylum in one of the ca« 
barets in the fauxbourg. 

Before the door of the house to which a pea* 
sant directed me, stood a heavily-ladened wag- 
gon, propped up for the night ; and the marks of 
the horses^ feet were still perceptible on the pass* 
age, which, running through the centre of the 
house, led to the court-yard containing the sta* 
bles. One of the waggoners, in a light blue firock^ 
tucked up round his waist, and a cap of tbe tame 
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colour, perched fiercely on the side of a military* 
cropped head, was leaning against a mass of ap* 
parently last yearns poppy-stalks, tied up in bun- 
dles for fuel. The inside of the stable seemed 
nearly full of litter, and the waggon horses were 
mid-leg in lucerne. The man, however, very 
dvilly gave me his assistance to clear away a cor- 
ner, sufficiently capacious for my hackney ; and 
promising to rub it down (not a long process 
with a French hostler,) and see it fed, he recom- 
mended to me to look after my own interests. 
This advice I thought should not be despised, as a 
friend of mine, who, like me, had looked after 
the comforts of his horse, before he inquired as 
to the accommodation for himself, had to endure 
the misery of sleeping in his surtout on the clay 
floor of an apartment perfumed by the odorifer- 
ous bunches of garlic and tobacco which hung 
in endless clusters from the roof, while the wind, 
whistling through the chinks of the broken panes, 
brought any thing but an agreeable variety from 
the court-yard. I therefore lost no time in 
returning to the house, and found thefaam^ 
ly collected in what served for public-room and 
kitchen. A stove stood in the centre, and a 
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knot of children were huddfed ti^ether, wistfidly 
watching their mother broiling fish for supper. 
Two or three paysans sat at the side of a long 
narrow talkie, smoking thdir pipes, and indulging 
in a gout of brandy, before retiring to their 
homes. The landlord, of a grave and heavy cast 
o£ countenance, was playing a slow tune upon a 
small oi^n, apparently to teach a canary bird^ 
which, in deep attention, was perched in the cage 
above. A young womaq, of very prepossessing 
appearance, whom I supposed to be his daugh- 
ter, rose, upon my asking if I could be accom- 
modated with a bed-room, and^ laying aside 
the cushion on which she had been working lace 
by the glare of a light floating in a cup of oil, 
and magnified by the interposition of a bottle of 
water, ushered me into a narrow apartment, 
floored with bricks, and the walls covered with a 
checked paper intended to represent the hang- 
ing of flowers and foliage through a green trellis. 
This, I was informed, was the show or gala room, 
mly used on great occasions, or when a more 
numerous assemblage than usual of customers or 
visitors met together at the ducass, or fete peeu* 
Uar to the place.-— Off one end were two closets, 
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rety- neatly furnished, either oi which was de* 
dared to be at Monsieurs service. 

When I returned to the kitchen, the family 
w«re sitting down to suj^r. I was invited to 
ynxkf in a manner which satisfied me that no other 
delicacies than the simple fare on the table were 
m preparation ; and the hostess having brought 
ftom the etwe a bottle of very passable Burgun- 
dy, and placed it on the table beside some fish, 
with a huge dish of soupe avx choux^ so thick 
that the spoon stuck upright in it, I thought 
myself in very tolerable fortune. 

After a while, some whispering and consulta- 
tion took place, which terminated in the old man 
producing from the press a horn tumbler and a 
capacious flagon of eau de vk^ which he, with 
much composure, put down beside me, and, 
resuming his place again, began to drive at his 
otgan. 

There was «omething so inexpressibly absurd 
in the gravity of this manosuvre, and in the sly 
peeps which the party were taking to observe the 
extent to which I was about to indulge in this 
powei^ul beverage, that I could not help ex|daui' 
iiigtomyhtetess^ that, although a «<st7lif' might 
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be useful and grateful ocea«oaaily) I did not 
consume the fiery fluid in such deq>proportion% 
as, by the supply and the size of the vessels, 
seessed to be anticipated : Admitting,, however, 
that, among the hills in my own countcy, it was 
regarded like St Hubert^s horn-— a cure for all 
complaints, bodily and mental^— I concluded. l^ 
requesting Mademoiselle to partake of a few 
drops, to dispel the thoughtful melancholy 
which spread over features much too beautiful 
for concealment under such a shade* 

This I thought to be commencing the attadj^ 
a la Frangaise; aod so far it succeeded in 
breaking the silence which had hitherto previuL- 
ed, that the landlady, turning quickly rounc^ 
observed, 

** Are not you a Dane^ sirp** 
, " No," I answered ; " I have not that.h^ 
uour." 

The old man stopped in the middle of bi^ 
tune, and, with the same unchanged and impei> 
turbable countenance, rose, and taking possession 
of the flagon, replaced it in the shelf^ and again 
resumed his occupation* 
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*' An Englishman ?** continued the hostess; 
" Not precisely, — only an Ecossais.*' 

** Et au service ?*' 

" Yes,— but I should have thought that 
you would have known us better than to mis* 
take my country. It is said, and I believe 
truly, that, from our being islanders, there is 
something peculiar in our outward manner and 
appearance." 

** You must excuse the error, — very few of 
your countrymen pass this>way; and any who 
do visit Arras scarce would choose to give us the 
honour of their presence. Besides, it is thought 
tliat the town's-people are not very polite to Eng- 
lishmen. The populace have been instigated 
by designing people, and sometimes are rude to 
our allies." 

" I hope my countrymen have not, in passing 
through, given offence. They would be very 
ungrateful if they did. I have uniformly met 
with politeness, — often kindness." 

*< No, no, sir ; besides, the cause is deeper. 
Many misled individuals pretend that we are 
truly a conquered people. They are irritated, 
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«iid take umbrage at trifles. But we live under 
a mild gov^nment, otherwise this would not be 
permitted/' And she proceeded, with increased 
rapidity, to praise the reignipg house of Bour« 
bon. The landlord continued to play on his 
organ. 

I had often before heard the same words. 
Many of my brother officers regarded, perhaps 
truly, such professions as a mere cover,— >a guard 
thrown forward to mislead, or to pry into the 
enemy ^s force. I was more inclined to view these 
sentiments as sincere. 

By this time one of the children, a chubby 
boy, whose face was glowing with the heat from 
the stove, had dropped asleep, and tumbled from 
a bundle of firewood, piled upon the floor. In 
his fall, he drove from the fingers of another 
youngster the remains of supper, and a quanrel 
instantly ensued. The little fellow, scarcely a* 
wake, used his hands and feet with much eSectf 
till the afiray was quelled. 

**-Nap est un br§.ve gargon,'* said a man, 
nearly hid by the shade of the wall, and whom» 
for that reason, I bad not perceived before. 

'^ NapoUon is not a common name," I obserr- 
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ed» addiesflinp: mysetf io the bostem, wW bod 
Mated herself on a bench a short way offi 

<^ My boy/' she answered, " is called Benrt 
Hap is a nickname given by our good fiieod 
there, who fandes there is a resemblance ia the 
features. Henri is a better name. Flay Viv^ 
Henri Quatrey' she added, turning to her hus- 
l^and, who, however, still doggedly ground the 
iame melancholy ur as before. 

*^ You, then, have had many opportunitie&of 
MODg Buonaparte ?" I said to the man who had 
spoken. He bowed. *' Was you in his service ?'^ 
He gave no answer ; but rising and beating the 
asbet from his ppe, he left the room. 

** ^Your 'friend,'* I observed, " is not v«ry 
communicative/' 

^< It is a disagreeable and distressing topic (^ 
answered the hostess. <<He is now living hi 
di>scurity and embarrassment. He held a com* 
missbn under the ex-emperor ; and if the day 
had terminated otherwise^ he, and many others 
..... ."—Her voice dropped-— then, in a clear 

tone, she added : <* but Louis est un bon roiy 
and very pious.?^ 

Her husband had paused for a moment, as 
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die «pc!k» ; bat agidn, with inereaaed enei^ 
diove at bis oi^iu 

^ Vou might, mjr friend,^ I said, after a jfe# 
ttoments^ silence «< choose a livelier tuiie«wT9iaft 
oftimot boast of much variety.^ 

<< Hush r interrupted the girl, in a lo^ tiiiei 
«--»<< there is a reason for preferring it. It was 
the fayourite tune of his son,— my father dots 
tittle else than play it ever since we got the sadf^ 
sad news !" 

<< What I did be fall in action-«Hit Mont St 
Jean ?** An inclination of her head was the 
duly answer. << Mont St Jean T said ihe old 
man, roiimng from his apathy ;— -<< You, sir^ I 
suppose, was there ?^ 

«< I was.'' 

« The affaire was sharp— speedy-»Franee 
was, that dajr, humbled indeed I'' 

<*'How soR~Your countrymen fought with 
signal valour — almost with temerity : Wbtt ^ 
powerful hold thear General must have po^s^sed 
over their hearts, to command such cheerful* de^ 
votion to his cause.?' 

The old man began again to dzive at die 
drgaa, but the tune vame M^th a bolder a^d 

41 B 2 
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■more impressiye sweU. The girl raised b^ 
head, and I perceived her eyes were full of tears. 
I made some observation on another jsubject^ as 
I thought the present topic must be painful* 
But she hastily asked if I had met the young 
guard P 

♦* I did,^ I answered. " They behaved with 
the coolness and intrepidity of veterans^ I sai^ 
them approach, as calm and serene, aqtuddt a 
shower of bullets, as if the manoeuvre had b^vt 
only under the smoke of a field day. I -re- 
marked, in particular, a young oiBcer— a.mere 
stripling. While grappling with my n$en, he 
ilropped mortally wounded at my feet. I or- 
dered him to be carried out of the fire to the 
rear, but he declined being moved* ^I am 
better here,^ he said, < I have yet strength to 
wave my comrades on— Fii?^ VEmpereur C ^ 

<< Husband, do you hear that T interrupted 
the hostess. 

<< Yes, I hear ; and ^nce my boy is gone,' if 
I knew that to have been him, I would be con- 
tent to live and die a beggar. Sir, we must be 
prudent; but a father'^s feelings cannot be, 'vtk a 
moment, torn from my breast. My son had the 
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good fortune to serve the Emperor, but fell 
i^hen on the point of promotion. On leave, he 
used to speak with rapture of his general.— He 
bad been named in one of the Emperor'^s buUe- 
. tins--»Did a father^s heart require more, to be 
won? At any rate, it is not surprising that I 
warmed with my boy's enthusiasm— I had litde 
to do with politics or the disputes of cabinets^ 
but my son had gained honours, and I f<?U hia 
reputation minei The hardships which I did 
encounter^ and which many, and, very probably, 
with truth, aseribed to the military disposition of 
the Emperor, I bore with patience. Perhaps I did 
soonaccountof my boy. But my feehngs are not 
changed because my child is in the grave. While 
I play this tune, I think that my old arm ought 
to have been busied where the fate of my 
country— where the life of my boy-— was at 
stake. But, sir, more has passed my lips How 
than for months — for years ;*^we must bepru- 
dent.** ♦* Ay ;" interrupted the hostess, " and 
the best prudence is to remain quiet under the 
government wiser heads than ours have chosen. 
What have people in our rank to do "with poli- 
tics ? As long as we enjoy tranquillity, and ; 
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possest^th^'Wisb of good kmg^Henry^-i^Jie veux 
(|ue le moindre paysan xnette une pouleidana.le 
pot$ left Diiiianehe»,-»*let us be content : For 
Louis,*' 8be suddenly added, << est un bon roi» 
and very jrious/' 

But the landlord was again busily gritidsng 
Us oi^aa.-^ 

I sat some momenU in silence, then, almost 
unconsciously, retired to my apartment. Befom 
i proceeded on my journey, next day, the landi- 
lady brought me coffee and some fruit. I did 
DOt^ however, see the old man ; but as I came 
along the passage, I heard the same pensive air 
which, the evening before, had so impressively 
filled up the pauses of conversation-- *and now 
broke upon the silence of the morning with a 
plaintiveness almost painful. 

I had to perform the duty of groom myself* 
This, however, was soon accomplished ; and I 
speedily resumed my way to head-quarters. 
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CHAPTER IL 

** A Btone or a Stoic may resist the glaaoe of lady's eye, or 
pressure of lady*s hand—- but> for my part, I am neither flint 
nor philosopher in these matters. No— that is not my 

huiRonr.*' 

The Leaguff. 

Whether we had really become remiss in 
the discipline of our men, or some warlike whim 
had seized our general of division, it is difficult 
16 say ; but suddenly we were annoyed with a 
series of small reviews and inspectidns, which 
required us to start with the sun, to take up 
our ground betimes, and keep throughout the 
day incessant watch after our fellows,^— some of 
whom generally contrived, in the most ingenious 
manner, to gel drunk at the moment, they were 
most required. And, after all, our exertions 
did not always please—- for scarcely a week 
elapsed but some of us received a hearty rating 
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from our commander. I remember, at an iii> 
spection or preparative review of a considerable 
proportion of our forces, a number of gay citi-> 
zens,— who had crossed the Channel in expectation 
of some great review, supposed to be on the 
very eve, from the bustle and activity we had 
all been thrown into, — ^made their appearance, 
and were riding about in a knot, evidently en* 
vying the glittering and imposing aspect of our 
officers, and considering us, in power and pri* 
vileges, little short of kings. Unfortunately, 
something had displeased our general : Either 
tha line had not been properly taken up— -or 
the troops were not arranged in the order in- 
tended-— or the artillery were so far separate cm 
the flank— or the dragoons too much in the rear 
—but suddenly he opened on his staff, right 
and left. This was faithfully communicated 
to the general officer of the brigade in fault, 
^i^who passed it to his own aides-du-camp— who 
transmitted it to the colonels of regiments—* 
who delivered it, increasing like a snow-ball 
with every roll, to the major, who bestowed it 
on the captains. With us it terminated in t^ 
discharge upon the trumpeter, who was ordered 
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to sound, I forget what-— >but his nerves weft 
unfit for the task — ^his breath failed-^and as he 
unconsciously backed his horse, while he idly 
tried to extort the notes the instrument denied, 
the cits, who had watched the progress of the 
storm, fled, in utter dismay, to another part of the 
field-— now somewhat aware that gold lace, flow, 
ing feathers, -and glancing helmets were not new 
cessarily connected with constant sunshine. 

At length we enjoyed some intermission of 
our fatigues; and I at least found one ad- 
vantage arising from the previous bustle— that 
it gave a new edge anJ zest to country sports, 
I accordingly prepared for another campaign 
against the inhabitants of the fields and forests. 
The ascent to the Bois-de-Burlong, — the 
only rising ground within moderate distance of 
my billet, — is at first wet and boggy, and thinly 
covered with stunted shrubs or rank grass. As, 
however, you advance, the springs become less 
numerous, or have quicker escape, and the 
trees shoot up in vigorous freshness and luxu- 
riance. A dead plain appears all around, thick- 
ly spotted with circular coppices, each inclosing a 
hamlet, and crowned by the spire of a churclH 
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faut oocanaDaDy, wbere the village contuns the 
fi^tidaice of the Seigneur, the ^ood spreads t9 
a greater extent, and. the eye can trace a ra<»re 
lofty row of trees, circling,, in gloomy pride, the 
AOcient walls of the chateau. 

This spot used to be my favourite haunt. It 
was full of game if I chose to shoot ; and when 
fatigued, or overpowered with the heat of th^ 
weather, often sultry beyond sufferance, the 
foliage afforded a refreshing shade. Except 
when the. fox-hounds from Cambray came bay- 
ing through the matted and entangled brush* 
wood, driving reynard from cover to cover^ 
while, in the idle hope of inducing him to take 
the open country, the hunters were hallooing, 
and beating the bushes, and practising leaps on 
a small scale— many of the riders and horses 
capable of very little more;—- the silence was only 
broken by a chance peasant tearing down the 
decayed branches for firewood, or bis precipitate 
retreat into the thickest of the copse, on the 
unexpected appearance of the garde-chasse^ in 
bright green coat, and furiously cocked hat^ 
with a sabre of no ordinary dimensions, protect* 
ing the Seigneur^i game and property. 



III gdnevaly howerer, I amntered about with^ 
out steoting a human b^ng. There was not 
even the munBuring of a stream, or swell of the 
bfceaO) to disturb the calm-^and I almost 
Mart;^ at the sudden flush of the covej of birds 
scared from the bare and sunny bank wher^ 
thej had been basking. 

Here, therefore, I again directed my steps^} 
and, after a toIeraUy successful day's amuse- 
ment, I was returning home, so tired and jad^ 
that I thoi^ht no inducement could make me 
increase my pace, or deviate an inch out of my 
my. The appearance, however, of an mry 
figure, with hair flying in the wind, pursuing 
seme young cattle, running, in utter disobey 
dienoe, any way but the road home«-*-banished, 
in a moment, all feeling of fatigue ; and I ax> 
tually found myself at full speed in order to pre** 
vent the animals getting into a hollow road^ 
and then taking a gallop, heaven knows whera 
I was just in time to turn them^'-^nd had scarce^ 
ly recovered. breath before the girl came up* 

I must confess I bad rather been disappoint* 
ed tttmy expectations of iJie beauty of the femak 
peasantry. From: hard labour, and constant ex* 
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posure to the sun^ a great proportion are far from 
being objects of admiration. They were ex- 
tremely civil, bowerer, and possessed a frank 
warmth of heart and gaiety of disposition 
which readily led to conversation and habits tyf 
intimacy, and almost compensated for the want 
of other charms. There was not a mother or 
daughter in the neighbouring fields who had not 
a curtsey ready for " Monsieur le Capitaine ;** 
and I was glad to return their compliment, to re*< 
move the idea, (which I saw had made much 
impression,) that the reserve, so natural to us 
from our very birth, was the expression of pride, 
or perhaps contempt. We had many good-na- 
tured disputes about the character of the Eng« 
lish. With much freedom they contrasted our 
sullen and repulsive demeanour, — ^an incurable 
sin in their estimation, — with their own hilarity 
and buoyancy, and not unfrequently referred to 
me as an example ; they, however, without fail, 
sweetened their criticism, by adding, *< Mius, a* 
pr^s tout, vous n'etes pas si fier que les autres.^* 
But the girl before me seemed formed to re- 
deem her C9untrywomen from the calumny I 
bad, perhaps rashly, thrown upon them. . 
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She was too much of a brunette to entitle her 
to be considered as a perfect beauty ; but the 
elegance of her person, the lovely expression of 
her features, and the mellowed light which fdl 
firom her eyes, made you forget that her skin was 
not so fair as that of the daughters of a more 
northern climate. The exertion of running had 
suffused her cheeks with red ; and, as she stood 
jpanting before me, removing the hair which 
hung dishevelled over her forehead, and braiding 
it across her brow, I thought I never had con* 
templated such witchery and fascination. ^* You 
are too kind, sir,'* she said ; " but all the vil- 
lage know you to be so good, and I was prepa- 
red to believe it.'* 

I am not quite sure of the reason, but, al« 
though I could speak the French language at least 
JQtelligibly, I felt a most unaccountable difficulty 
in collecting together a few words, in answer. 
Whether my stupid gaze made her think of the 
propriety of loosening the tuck which, in fes- 
toons, retained her clothes somewhat farther 
above the ancle than strict prudery would sanc- 
tion, I do not kno^r, but looking to me, with an 
arch smile, she added, *< I am little better than 
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00^ of your fnofUagnard$ ; but you see^ sir, the 
zoadft are Fery dirty* Indeed^ you came on tnci 
by surprise, and how coukl a, poor paysanOd 
Beamper over the fields otherwise ? ** 

I stammered out that she was quite right, and 
that the worst part of the road was between ui 
and the village ;*-<-'but she hardly listened to me^ 
for scarcely had she arranged her dress, when 
flh^ sprung aside, to check one of the way- 
witfd animals, which, with incurable obslinacy» 
was preparing to escape down the bank. . In do* 
ing. so she partly slipped over, and the ground 
t&er« being wet, she stood balancing on tha 
^g^ just able to retain her footing, without da* 
ring to change her attitude, for fear of toppling 
down to dae bottom. *' Oh, Monsieur le Capi- 
taine,^' she cried, ^^ aidez-— secourez une bonne 
cadiolique ; je suis presque embourb^e/' 

I cannot now help smiling on recollection of 
the solemn manner in which I removed her from 
her jeopardy, and the decorous mode in which 
I held the hand she had given me, to enable her 
to regain the bank. *< You are not offended at 
tlie liberty I take ?'' she asked, as, with a sudden 
gravity of countenance, she contemplated my se- , 
rious aspect. 



I endeavoured to say something compliment* 
aiy, and to throw my features into a more pre- 
possessing shape, 

**Ah, no, stop,** she said, **that is worse; 
look grave, I beseech you. I will beg par- 
dot), and confess my fault/'-— and she clasped 
her hands together ; << but I am wrong again, 
— I am so thoughtless. That is too seri* 
ous to be trijQed with; — besides, what a bad 
compliment to pay to a gay young officer, to 
suppose him to be a father- confessor !" I began 
with some common-place ^o/i^^^^^ about confess-* 
ing such a charming penitent, when she inter- 
rupted me, — " Ah ! I know what you are going 
to say, but I shall not believe you. How can 
you admire this brown face ? why, it is as dark as 
a walnut. My poor father used to declare, that, 
if I cut off these plaguy locks, (they had again 
become loose, and were floating with the breeze,) 
all except one on the crown of my head, I would 
be like those dismal figures in the windows of 
the silk shop at Cambray. My poor father,-— 
Btit why am I fooling here ? — ^that was not the 
ttdvice of a beloved parent.^ For a moment a 
•hade of melancholy distuibed the serenity of 
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her countenance ; but as quickly recovering her- 
self, she, with a curtsey, which I thought more 
graceful than any court in Europe could display, 
commenced, once more, her arduous task of 
driving her charge home. " This is all Fran- 
cois* fault," she added, as she turned away ; ** he 
would go to the fete at Boursie, and how could 
I refuse to do this for him ?" 

I offered my services, and accompanied her 
close to the village where she resided; but, un- 
willing to be seen by my men in this humble 
vocation, I stopped, and cordially shaking her 
hand, — for I had got more boldness,--! took 
leave somewhat precipitately. 

I do not know if it was the mere beauty of this 
girl, or that the ennui and vacuity of our military 
liff^ gave importance to the most trifling incident, 
but I certainly could not remove from my mind 
the impression which this meeting had made. I 
fancied, besides, that her features were not un- 
familiar to me, although I in vain charged my 
memory to discover where, and on what occauon, 
I had seen her. Some expressions evidently im- 
plied that I was not altogether a stranger, and> 
s^e seemed to allude to something past, in a. 
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manner which, if I had possessed more coolness, 
ought to have prevented me making my abrupt 
and absurd retreat when we reached the end of 
the village. 

Often, therefore, did I wander about in hopes 
of meeting my brunette, but without success. I 
remember, on' one occasion, seeing, a considera- 
ble wayoiF, some cattle scampering over the fields, 
regardless of the exertions of a figure which my 
imagination instantly pictured out to be the ob- 
ject of my search. I hurried on, and found, to 
my infinite mortification, not exactly like Slender, 
**a great lubberly boy,"— but a country girl, 
whose form and face appeared, I dare say, prin- 
cipally from my feelings of disappointment, the 
most repulsive I had e%'er beheld. 

But 1 did not like to be detected making too 
particular inquiries— ^for, whether from jealousy, 
or a more praiseworthy feeling, I did not choose 
that my adventure should be known to my bro- 
ther officers. Among them was one gay idle 
character, who used to spend his whole time in 
endeavouring to obtain the reputation of being 
tin homme d bonnes jf&rtMn^^,— and I hope it 
wa» the honest wish of my heart that his powers 
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«h0uld not be tried where I fiuicned unbknu^ 
fd purity dwelt, which made me anxious Ifaal 
ke should not know of Ae neighbourhood of m 
jewel of so rare a price. But, be the mottvei 
what it may, never did a partridge or curlew 
lead away, by oU the wiles and fiutterings wfaioh 
danger could suggest* the enemy from her 
brood, with half so mudi solicitude as I used 
to coax my dangerous friend from the village. 
Although tired to death, I have obstinately pre- 
ferred tlie deep^ploughed ground to the street, 
which, contrary to general example, was toler- 
ably passable on foot ; and I even carried my 
precaution so far, as to pretend fear of venturing 
further, with as steady a horse as was ever cros^r 
ed, on account of the watei>wheel on the iaim 
that led to the church :-^ And that, even, in 
company of our pay-master, who; unless woman 
bad come in the shape of ^ bottle of burgundy, 
held the whole sex in the estimation of a nat« 
shell. He used, when any of us got a little xo^ 
mantic on beauty, to out the matter shc^ by 
observing, that the loveliest and most sedumg 
creature be had ever seen, was his hostesa elk the 
Brille, who had recovered him from a eeimlr 
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ague, by administering a plentiful shore of a 
flask of schidam, which shealways carried about 
for her own and others' sake :— << That was,^ he 
generally concluded, *< a ruby rose of matchless 
value,— a bright instance of feminine excellence. 
—None of your pippin eaters, and dabblers in 
lemonade.^ 

Day after day and week after week passed, 
but my curiodty atiU remained upsatisfied^^H 
at length I had almost f<»^gbt my adventiirei*— 
at least I was able to indulge in considerable 
slemoQient, at my own expease, at th^ sudden 
sentimental fit which bad overpowered m^ on 
the sight of a country girl, whose niild ejiw 
and engaging manner were the only (^ipp^nss^ 
tkm for (what my better understanding and se? 
faction satisfied me must be the cas^) buipbh 
origin and uncultivated understanding, 

I kept, however, the joke r^gbqsly tp «q^ 
sfiK But I must have menttdly recurred to It 
ofWiN^ thai} I was aware of<-<*as I frequently 
was nillied by my friends at my increased utock 
9f fliirtb, and was pressed to allow tb^m po ^ 
oHtte ibareiss, by eommanicatiiig tbit <WM. 
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CHAPTER III. 

<* nen an innkeeper's daughter ! ay, that's the devil • - <• 

Itoa njr pride bringi me off." 

Faequbab. 

One forenoon I bad been walking through 
the village, looking after my men, when, per« 
cdving some oi&cers, who, I knew, wished 
me to accompany them to Cambray, (a place 
I detested,) I hastily turned round the end of 
the church, and passed up a back lane, which 
I thought had an outlet. I soon, hoifever, 
found, that, unless I took advantage of an open 
door, which might possibly communicate with 
the street on the other side, I had got into t 
cut-ck-sac, I therefore entered, but scu-eely 
had proceeded half through, when suddenly 
that singularly-impressive tune, which I first 
had heard at Arras, burst upon my ear. In* 
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stantly my miod became bpsy tracing, the re« 
collection of the party 1 had seen there* The 
assodation of ideas became stronger and stronger 
as the cadence died away ; and, as I opened the 
door leading to the apartment from which the 
sound proceeded, I/was prepared to discover my 
paysanne to be the daughter of my formed host* 
The old man at once recognised me, and ad- 
dressed me in a low voice ; but, although I spoke 
to him for some time, I do not well remember 
either my questions or his answers. I was oc- 
cupied with the figure of his daughter, who -sat 
at a distance close to the window. Her laoe 
cushion was thrown aside, and, from the con- 
fusion in which the threads and bobbins lay, did 
not seem to have been lately touched. She held, 
however, some work in her hand, but at the 
moment appeared absorbed in deep thought I 
almost wondered that I recognised her. She 
was much paler ; and her hair, instead of float- 
ing wildly and luxuriantly about her temjdes, 
Wis tightly braided over her brow, and confined 
b^w a little closely-plaited cap, such as is worn 
in the houses of the richer dassof farmers in 
the province. Her dress, also, was neater, and 
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flif a finer quality than when I bad wen her 
brfore. 

Although less beautiful, there was porfaapa 
more delicacy— more refinement in her aj^ear* 
anoe. The stream of light which poured through 
the crevices of the shutters, (partiaUy shut to 
exdude the blae^ of the sun,) fell on her fan» 
head, and, I imagined, disclosed a thoughtful 
gloom on her brow ; but peace and tranquilli^ 
beamed from her eyes. I had gazed at her 
almost minutes, and yet she did not seem awaiw 
of my presence. If the old man bad recom-^ 
menced his tune, and dropped into his usual fit 
of absence, I do not know when I would hove 
feund courage to address her. I totally forgot 
the was only a low*born peasant girl, at beat 
the daughter of a petty aubergisie ; and, if I 
had any faith in the stories of my own countrfy 
I woyld have thought that she had held me in a 
spdii which it was idle to attempt to shake off 
•r resist. But I was soon relieved by her fi^ 
lAier :— **< Pauline^** he said, <* Pauline, my dear, 
here is the English officer who staid with us an 
evening m the fauxbourg, at Arras.^ She 
sprung up,— « slight blush for a moment tmgce 
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her dieelu, a$ if ashamed of her abttradiaii ; 
|!>i|t) without heritatioQ» ahe accosted me with 
the greatest sweetness, and complained that 
*< my ever passing the door had led her to fisar 
that I had been offended with the freedom of 
her manners, when we had met m the fields." I 
made the best apology I could ; and expressed 
my hapfHness that chance had given me wfaal 
hitherto all my endeavours had denied : at least 
I tried to say something to that effect, althoi^ht 
X believe, not very intelligibly. However, we 
very soon became deeply engaged in oonversatkni. 
. On expres^ng my surprise at meeting her 
and her father in the neighbourhood of oar 
quarters, she told me that pecuniary embanra8t»> 
ments had obliged the old man to leave the 
|ilace where I first saw him, and retire to the 
present auberge^ the only remaining property 
he possessed. His wife had taken the younger 
branches of the family to reside with some of 
her friends until the pressure of her husband's 
difficulties was over; and the establishment now 
oonnsted, in additicm to Pauline and her father, 
of his youngest son, and a girl who waited on 
the customers who frequented the house* One 
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Biibject introduced another*— and it was only the 
ttnldng of the sun behind the row of poplars, 
j&inging the high road, and shooting above the 
house, that told me of the unconscionable length 
of my visit 

: It is needless to say that from this hour I be- 
came a daily visitor of Pauline^s. My military 
duties were hurried over, the society of my 
brother-officers avoided, to enjoy the company 
of this bewitching girl. Her apparent situation 
in life, I soon discovered, gave' no true indica^- 
tion of her mental acquirements. Her education, 
to be sure, had not been so liberal as that of fe- 
males in the highest rank ; but she possessed the 
most useful elements of knowledge, and made 
up for every deficiency by native and original 
strength of intellect. Yet this power of mind was 
sot perceived at first interview. Her frank and 
lively disposition did not altogether prevent the 
more valuable talents from being concealed or 
disguised by timidity and diffidence ; and it was 
only a word, or occasional expression, which gave 
insight to the true extent of her accomplishments* 
I have sat beside her for hours, alternately delight* 
ed and astonished at the elasticity and varied 
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palnlities of her inind<— yet she sfemed^ (perlmpi 
it was, my vanity made me think so,) ta op^n 
them oiily to me ; for I have repeatedly r^ma^- 
ed, that, when conversing with her own com- 
panions, there was» except in greater fire and 
animation, nothing peculiar in her manner to 
distinguish her from the rest Weeks and 
months passed over in this way. Time fled like 
a moment. I came home in the evenings, elated 
with the pleasures I had enjoyed, and impatient 
for the arrival of day to recommence them. 

And/yet the closer our intimacy grew, the less 
1 became at my ease. I do hot know the reason, 
but I felt a species of awe and constraint before 
her, which even the benignity of her counte- 
nance and the playful and winning tone^ of her 
voice could not remove. When I endeavoured 
to trifle, and compliment, and fill up conver- 
sation with the insignificances and bagatelles 
which I had been accustomed to see occupy sq 
large a space in modern female society, I faul- 
tered and blundered, and could not help think- 
ing that the sallies of good humour which burst 
firom Pauline were chiefly at my expense. Then, 
if I sat silent, I was charged with reserve, and 



nm ^ted to id^ftad tnyaelf from tfaeii»pot«Cioii 
Itf hbtfteur «nd pride,*^and» itrben I attempted to 
te ^ridiis, I w«8 besought not to overwhelm littr 
iriA tiidnndioly and woe. 

These hovirs ea:{)^eiiGed very Kttle intanqv 
UoB. The old tn'Mi retained his aocuiatomed 
ie«t, and seldom jdned in conversation* He 
appeared more <^re'-wom, and a deeper and 
"Sterner gloom minkted his forehead. More £re 
flashed in his eye, and a suspicions glance, 
which, at tunes, swept the room, indicated, I 
thought, a greater activity and more watchful 
Unnd than his exterior dolness denoted. Often 
I was almost inclined to consider these as the 
&int soiiitillatbns of a once-^powerful intellect, and 
which preserved existence more from habit than 
volidon. He seemed to take no interest in 
domestic arrangements, and his pecuniary afiatrs 
appeared to trouble him as little. Even the 
kindness and attentions of Pauline he accepted 
as if unconscious of her presence. The only 
tuhject I ever knew to arouse his attention was 
the politics of the day. For a moment his face 
WQfuld brighten with animation, his frame be- 
edMHe more erect, abd his eyes fill with lights—. 
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bat the exeileinent soon died nMaj^ and his f< 
tares dropped into more intense inseBsilnlit^ 
This pecaliaritjr in his manner rendered 1^ 
honse almost a solitude; and I have frequendj 
heard my men speak with much disappiobatioa 
of the << Mad Old Codger," or some other aig* 
nificant appellation* This, however^ I was not 
Tery much displeased with, as it secured me the 
oninterrupted happiness of PauUne's soci^y* 

I must, nevertheless, confess, that I was sei^ 
nble of being, oocasicmaUy, an unwelcome guest; 
at least, I have perceived symptoms of uneasiness 
in the old man, and even in Pauline, when I enter* 
ed abruptly ; nor shall I conceal, that the rapid 
retreat of people when my visit was at an untimo* 
ly hour, and a confunon and myBterious exj^ 
nation, if I casually asked why my presenoe- 
should cause their departure, made me entertain 
sui^icions, which, after all, did not assume any 
very definite or intelligible shape. One evening, 
is> particular, I was returning home, after a 
longer ride than usual, and had entered the vil- 
kge as twilight was throwing the hoi^es into deep 
ilubde, The street^ at the spot I was passing, 

c2 



happened to be somewhat rugged, and my hone 
was slowly picking its steps through the uncar- 
tain causeway, when I saw, leaving the aubergef 
a well-dressed person, imperfectly concealed by a 
long cloak, which, at the moment I looked, was 
entangled with the lock of the door. He was in 
deep conversation with another individual, throw^ 
ing on a peasants frock, given hini by Pauline, 
who had hastened after them, and instantly re^ 
turned. They were almost under my horse^s head 
before they were aware of my presence ; and the 
^rst person, drawing his cloak tighter, murmured 
something in rather an uncourteous manner. 
His companion, however, uttering a few words 
of ordinary salutation, they both passed on. I was 
satisfied the voice of the last speaker was not 
quite unfamiliar to me« It was the same. quick 
decisive tone, almost of command, even when 
intended to be the reverse, which had struck 
me so much in the young nian I had met with 
at Oisie ; .so much so, tbat^ I answered him as 
an old acquaintance, — ^but he hurried on, aad 
was soon out of sight. I endeavoured . to- 
l^am, next day, if I was right; but the dkl 
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man seemcici deternuned not to understand me, 
and answered only with jnore iiDpetuous notes 
from his organ; It was in vain to expect 
information frotn Pauline. With a flow of spa- 
rits which I could not reidst, she led me from 
the subject, and speedily made me lose every re« 
collection^ ei^cept of the fair speaker. 

But while struck with the vivacity of her 
disposition, I observed th^t occasionally a deep 
melancholy overpowered her mind, and quench- 
ed the fire which had burned in her eves. Nor 
were there any previous indications of; this 
change. From the height of mirth I have seen 
the expression of her countenance suddenly 
darken — and the smile terminate in a 30b.--** 
When I asked the cause — " Oh, it is nothing," 
she would say, " but womanish frailty. We have 
aU our moments of weakness ; and, although, a 
man dare not give way to his emotions, it is a 
woman^s privilege to ^eep !^ 

*^ But whence come these emotions ? What 
has. grief to do with you ?** 

^* Hush ! no q^ue^ons — ^you are all hiquiativc^ 
Acss. My father <Mnollook dull, or a neigliboor 



Mf out of fliei'eom-Kir I look me, but you lie* 
(some a catechisiug philosopher, and ismst upm 
knowing why and wheKfore. Learn that a ivo- 
mtxCs wiU is absolute. Besides, if I am to be in- 
Ucnogated, because, for a moment, I am grave, 
n^hat a host of questions do your sorrowful looks 
expose you to ? Com^, listen, or join— as yoQ 
ehdose — ni sing you the air which gained the 
heart of the fair Gabri^Ue.** 

On one occa&»on, however, her confidence was 
Ipeater. I bad, on the closeof a very sultry day, 
met her returning from the neighbouring town, 
and acoompanied her home. The villagea wera 
IBO longer distinguishable from among the trees 
which ^circled them. The heavens were, how* 
ever, still dear and cloudless, and the busy pea- 
santry, unwilling to close the labour of the day, 
were industriously availing themselves of the last 
•ays of the setting sun. Some were preparing 
the ground for next year's crop, while, a few 
yards off, the husbandmen were arranging the 
poppy-sheaves, orcollecttng together the seed they 
iiad beep beating out In the obscurity of dis- 
tanoe, Cambray was just distmguisbable by its 



datk spbfii. In lite i^pioaie idistctioiiy « tluok 

fidi^ of pdlburded. trees Bkut CNit dw Yievir of A« 

marsh near Oiue,-«<to the eye, occasionally itms^ 

loiring into a mere ditdi, and ageun bursting inti^ 

a wider ^expanse, divided and subdivided bj 

itr^ of land— Hsind here and jthere shaded vdth 

the few solitary bushes which oould overcome tht 

ehiU and damp atmosphere which hung above. 

- Heedless gaiety beamed in every line of Fanii* 

liiie^sfieatures,and hervoice betokenednothingbui 

harmony and joy. I was accustomed to the alv 

soliiteness with whkh she often thus yielded to 

boT'flow of spirits,— to the excess even of playfut 

ness ; and I now, more than ever, regretted thai 

a disposition whidi I thought should be capabia 

of throwing a glow over the most chilling cala** 

msties df life, and disrobing misery of half its ter^" 

con, could be subject to the striking changes I 

hod witnessed. 

We had arrived at the only elevated spot 
within the circuit of miles, and had paused for ii 
moment The summit of the trees^ was .bur* 
niihed with the dropping rays of the sun, and 
llie high wails of the Chftteau of Okie rose like % 
dark mass ou the slqr* I could jsot but help pcunU 
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ing it out as an object singularly picturesque. 
Pauline turned towards that direction, but sud- 
denly her eyes filled with tears, and the light and 
animation which had illuminated her features 
passed away. The kindly warmth of her hand 
faded, and I shuddered as I felt the coldness of 
her g^asp. I at first thought that she was un- 
well; and, in that belief, anxiously addressed 
her. She shook her head, and seemed to wait 
for power of expression. Slowly the gloom va- 
. nished, and a returning glow to her face just 
preceded the words, which she, with difficulty, 
articulated. << To you, Monsieur le Capitaine,— ^ 
or my friend, for you will surely allow me to call 
you so,"^-*-! must seem the child of caprice— a poor 
weak, petted girl-— mirthful without cause^-and 
weeping without reason. In vain I try to over* 
oome, to conceal, the variableness of my spirits 
-—the faintness of mv mind. I cannot command 
myr feelings an ihstant«^yet, perhaps, I am more 
to be pitied than blamed. Often, in the moment 
ifbeik I appear least concerned, a darkness cosies 
over me*— my heart' shrinks and withers — ^I for-* 
get that joy or consolation exists. Listen,^! she 
mdj when, alarmed &r a relapse and again 
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feefiog the harsh ffressure of her cold hand, I 
endeavoured to interrupt her — ^< Listen ; I will 
never touch on this 'subject again*— -but this i$ 
not a^ectation— -alas, I am sincere. The gloom 
which clouds my .brow^ and the oppression which 
ackens/ny heart, appear to me the prelude of a 
fearful hour, when the resources of mortality shall 
be exhausted-— when my spirit shall be found 
awanting, and my frame shiink beheath the triaL^ 
! She spoke in a slow < and solemn tone, which 
almost made me tremble. I recollected her, 
a few minutes before, all life, playfulness, 
and. mirth. The contrast was insupportable; 
and I expostulated with her, to break the spell 
which enthralled her better sense. She remained 
nlent, her eyes bent on vacuity, her hand falU 
en from my grasp ; and, with folded arms, she 
stood apparently unconscious of my presence. At 
the sound of mv voice she started. ** Yes,**' she 
r^umed, <' I shall need a friend ; — ^may I I}ope, 
thatj when distress, when grief, when woe^ strike 
me and others, you will be my refuge,-*-that.to 
your arm I may cling, when there ar^ none to 
save,., and many to destroy T 

«< Foir faeaven^s sake, Pauline," I repeated, be 
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«>lkBted*>«^a Alarm me«-do compose yomrnif. 
How can you give way to such idle visiont^tf 
possible misery : Nothing but happiness and joy 
wfll gild your path. Enjoy, then, the blessings 
giyen you, and seek not to embitter the cnp 
which is put into'your hand, pure andunmingled.^ 

<* You are right,^ sh^ answered. ** I am, ku 
deed to blame ; but did you know all, 1 m^gAl 
have some claim to indulgence. But of that I 
dare not speak. I will, indeed, regret that I 
yielded to my feelings if I lose your esteem. Be- 
lieve me, that, although our acquaintance is but 
recent, I shall always value the possession of 
your favourable opinion — of your friendship.** 

For a moment I was overcome : All prudential 
considerations vanished, and I burned to ask her 
to give me a dearer and closer interest in her hi^ 
|nness; but the air of melancholy which tem* 
pered the soft smile with which she addressed 
me, told how misplaced such a subject would be« 
We were now but a short way from her re^dence; 
and she intreated me to leave her. I heatated 
whether to obey. << I shall be^ at best, a soiw 
rowful companion to any person this evening." she 
zq>eated. <* Besides, I have been on some business 
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of importance to my father ; and I believe he 
would wish to see me alone.^ 

I immediately bade her adieu, and applauded 
myself for the victory which I conceived I had 
obtained over my own feelings ; and, when I got 
home, tried to be surprised how I could, for a 
moment, have contemplated a visionary low-bom 
daughter of an aubergiste in a French village to 
be the partner of my life. But I do not think 
I was sincere. Like many other people, I tried 
to deceive myself; and, although oonscbus of 
failing, endeavoured to make myself believe I 
had been successful. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



"« Who goes there?* 

" « A friend.* 

*< * AdTiDoe fidend, and give the oountenign.' ** 

MWitary Manual 



Ik consequence of the village in which I lived 
not having sufficient stabling for all our horses, 
several of the men were billetted in another ham- 
let about two miles off. The distance was cer« 
tainly inconvenient ; but we were obliged to make 
the best of the accommodations the country af- 
forded. 

One evening, returning home, after dining with 
a friend belonging to a regiment quartered some 
way from us, I stumbled over a man sitting on 
the road side. Smarting under the irritation of 
a bruised shin, I insisted he should give an ac> 
count of himself. I found him to be one of our 



fellows; and, as he stammered out some very 
unintelligible excuse, 1 ordered him to the guard- 
room. Next day he begged to speak to me ; and, 
upon obtaining audience, confessed he had been 
waiting for the convoy of some of his companions 
to go to the village where they staid ; and that 
the cause was a mysterious, airy figure, which 
more than once had crossed their path, but which 
few of our troopers, when alone, felt any in- 
clination to face or interrogate. I laughed at 
his foolish fears, and, releasing him, intimated 
that I would not, a second time, receive such an 
excuse for absence beyond regular hours. 

I heard no more of the matter for several days-; 
but, at length, when I wasgivingsome orders about 
my horses, my attention was caught by a conversa- 
tion between Larney, one of our most enterprising 
and thoughtless characters, and a comrade. Ifound 
that this figure, mortal or immortal, none could 
say, still haunted a certain corner of a large field 
over which our men occasionally passed, as a near 
eut to their billets ; and Larney was wagering, 
that he would dispel the charm, by securing the 
impostor if the nocturnal visitor was human, or 
by driving it into the Red Sea if supematuraL 
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1 knew the fellow^s fearless disposition ; »d a% 
ia the state of listlessness in which we lived, vay 
novelty was valuable, I w^ted, with some impa-i 
tience, for the result I desired my servant to 
let me know when L4mey returned ; and, a few 
mornings after, Malcolm informed me, with fallen 
chops and faultering vmce, the mysterious failure 
of the adventure. 

Larney had fortified himself in the approved 
manner on sucli occasions, and had proceeded 
to the spot which this vidon usually haunt- 
ed. He bad stood some time, with consider^- 
able patience, humming all th6 tunes he could 
remember, and beating, with unwearied foot, 
the cadence of his. own mu^c, when» from 
the obscurity, emerged a light-coloured object, 
which, scarcely appearing to touch the ground* 
slowly crossed the path. Larney would have 
spoken, but, for his reputation's sake, thought 
it better not to make such an exertion under the 
niomentary influence of his feelings. He would 
have stepped on, but his feet seemed suddenly 
incorporated with the soil, and resisted every e£> 
fort towards removal At length, summoning 
all his resolution, he, with an effort, overcame this 
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fearful adhesion, and, fltraiiiii^ his eyes in Ae 
dkectkm the figure bad taken, commenced a m- 
pid pursuit. 

As the motion gave a fresli current to bii 

Mood, his courage rose ; and when, at lengdit 

he perceived this unaccountable vision hanging, 

Hke a thin film, in the gloom, he increased his 

. speed, and, with a wild shout, demanded a con* 

ference ; but no answer broke on the silence of 

tiie night. He r^oubled his efforts, and would 

soon have overtaken the fugi^e, had not the 

dttrkness and speed with which he moved, jmned 

to his ignorance of the country, precipitated him, 

ever and anon, into the ditches and hollows whidi 

chequered the fields. Still, when he rose, the 

figure glimmered in his sight; and, at lengthy he 

had approached so near, as almost to grasp some* 

tbilig like mortal clothing, which fluttered past 

Itis hand, when suddenly the object disappeared^ 

aiid Lamey found himself involved in a. dark. 

ness which even extinguidied the stars that had 

before sparkled in the heavens. A rustling noise, 

«ri)ich his fears converted into the sound of wa* 

tens checked his speed. Hb eyes almost started 

fiom their sockets, with hn endeavours to catch a 

glimpse of the phantom, but in vain. He groped 
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abbuty when, to bis faomHr, be found binndf, mUr* 
rude and profane hands, clasping a large image of 
one of the saints, which, propped on a low pedes* 
tal, stood in his way. Larney was a sincere Roman 
Catholic. He instantly became convinced, that 
the iBgure he bad rashly and intemperately pur- 
sued was the saint herself; and, humbling hira* 
self on his knees, repeated every prayer his me* , 
mory had preserved from the oblivion some*' 
times attendant on military campaigns. He re- 
turned to his companions, and, with deep so- 
lemnity, told his tale ; but had the tnortificatioa 
of .being laughed at and ridiculed, 1)esides being 
obliged to pay double the bet for having tried to 
palm such a story on his hearers. 

I was at first inclined to think that the whole 
was a weak invention to conceal his own fatnt- 
ness of heart ; but, having minutely interrogated 
him, 1 became satisfied that, although his fears 
might have a little exaggerated, still there was 
scmie truth in his narrative. 

My friends, I am sorry to say, know how 
much 1 am the slave of romance ; and, perhapSi 
this instance will not be reckoned the greatest 
But, true it is, that some evenings afterwardsy I, 
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without ooofiding m anyone, set off in thediMe- 
tion whidi this unearthly visitant most delighted 
U> frequent 

I well knew the spot where Lamey had taken 
hia stand. The country in that quarter is bare 
and unproductive, and, indeed, is scarcely inha* 
bited. After a slight ascent, which is crowned 
with clumps of pollarded willow, the ground, 
beooming more level, gradually descends to- 
wards the dreary morass of which I have al* 
ready spoken. The only time life or animation 
appears, is during the season when the turf is 
cut, or carried home. Then the channels, 
through which the water moves, is covered with 
boats. The song and merriment of the work- 
men resound in the air, confounding the sullen 
murmurs which, as the winds sweep along, rise 
from the contention of the stream with the roots 
and branches which dance upon and ripple ita 
surface. 

Close to a thick entangled underwood, which 
rose over and occasionally hid several rude masses 
of atone resting on the top of a bank, behind which 
a foot-path led through a mat of jungle and rank 
grass, ttood a ducle .of very 4ofty. trees. Their. 
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branches met and interlaced^ throwing, eren in 

» • - . . ... 

the meridian of day, a gloom and obseurit j be^ 
low, and almost concealing from view the smiit 
which rose in the centre. 

Hiis spot, ui the apprehension of the neigh- 
bourhood, was peculiarly sacred, and not a pea^ 
sant, even at a distance, caught a gUmpse of fine 
trees rising in deep shade on the horizon, but he 
paused for a moment, crossed himself, and praj« 
ed. It was, however, seldom approached, ex- 
cept on certain days in the year ; and then the 
votaries always went in groups. This, I be- 
lieve, was occasioned by some vague traditions 61 
bloodshed and murder, which had obtained an 
irresistible influence from their connexion with 
die wild sterility and desolation of the place. 

My attention had 6rst been called to the ispot 
when accompanying the funeral of one of our 
men. He had been a faithful and valuable sol- 
dier, and we were desirous of paying every re. 
spect to his memory. I attended, with a bro- 
ther-officer, the party sent on this melancholy 
duty, and, in passing from the village where the 
poor fellow had been billetted, crossed close un- 
der the shade of thia drcle of trees. Suddenly 
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we came upon a group of p eaaa nts wbo woce 
chaunting some prajers sukaUe to tlie day* As 
-we af^roached with dow and measured paoe^ 
the priest stopped, and, giving us his benedio- 
£on, began the hymn in his buriaLservioe. I 
jhad never before met such liberality in reGgiooB 
^Batters, and paused to address him when he 
concluded, but I was anticipated by the thoc^ht- 
kss'levity of my friend, who rudely adced him, 
** So you pray for a heretic, do you?** " Are we 
not," answered the <M man, in the energetic wonb 
which the champions of African freedom eft- 
graved on their medal, << are we not men mml 
hrothers t and should we mingle our earthly dis- 
sensions with the incense which we send to the 
common Father who made us such I" This lit- 
tle occurrence, trifling as it may seem, gave ah 
interest to the scene that I never could forget; 
and there were few spots I oftener visited when 
I felt my mind ill at ease, and wished to. acquire 
calikiness in the solemnity and stillness of nature 
' 4md solitude. 

Across this wilderness iof waters a dark and 
iadiatinct object rose in irregular mass^dna rugu 
.0ed point of land, and odfy when the 
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broke, and a stream of Tight poured forth, was 
ifistinguishable to be the nuns of the Chateau 
of Oisiie, which, in better times, had stood the 
4iodiallenged lord of the tertitory. 

The night on which I ventured on my foolish 
expedition was chill and dark ;^ and I began to 
think, after I had sat for an hour on the hank 
which Lamey had described to me as crossing the 
line of march of the nocturnal wanderer, that my 
cariosity would be ungratified. Suddenly the rust- 
ling of clothes was heard like therush of the breeze. 
^t^I started up, but saw nothing.—-! called loudly, 
and sprung forwtffd.--* A veil or covering fell to 
4he ground) and I distinctly saw a figure stoop, 
and then disappear in the obscurity. 1 follow- 
ed, but at first was not much more fortunate than 
Lamey; for, although I exerted my utmost 
speed, I was unable to overtake the fugitive. 

At length the fiunt light falling from the few 
stars which pierced the gloom "was shut out, and 
I found myself under the shade of the trees where 
the object of my pursuit had fprmerly so myste- 
riously vanished. The figure was still in sight, 
Init in a moment disappeared; and a wnse, Hke 
breaking through some obstacle in the way, eon- 
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vioced me that the means of escape could ttot be 
ireryfio* distant. I groped about, but without 8uc« 
cess; at length some withered bushes yielded to 
my handS) and, pressing still forward, I stumbled 
and almost fell into a hollow. A ray of light in* 
* stantly shot past me, and marked the sweep, made 
by the passage, a few feet &rth^on. Curiofflty 
induced me to proceed, and I had just time to 
lurnround the projectingcomer of a massof rock, 
and see the last blaze of a fire which a man 
spread into ashds, as the noise of my feet gave 
notice of my presence, when I was grappled by 
the neck, and in an instant was pinioned to the 
fioor. I struggled, but in vain. ** Put him out 
of misery,^ said a hoarse voice ; *< take your 
kmfe ! we cannot afford to be merciful when our 
<)wn lives are at stake.-— Cut deep and sure,^ 
I endeavoured to speak, but could only articu* 
iate a few words— ^the suffix^atkm became in- 
tense—and I instinctively made a desperate ef« 
tort to extricate myself. For an instant I shook 
nysetf clear, and held at armVlengA a musoii* 
l»-]ooking man, with several otders hanging 
from his eoat I would have told him that I 
spittle in friendship^ bat the first i^ance assured 
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that if I released his hand, he wbuid elcecQte 
his orders hiooself. <* Curse upon him," he said, 
'^ and my idle credulity in that girl's story^ I 
knew it was a deep-laid, treacherous plan. Du** 
cbesne, put your knife in the villain's 8ide.«»-He 
holds me with the gra^ of death. Let it be 
really so." Aware of danger, I instantly sprung 
aside, to face, at least, my antagonists^^^^but my 
eyes flashed with a sudden fire, my respiration 
became impeded, and I sunk widiout animatioti. 
When I recovered, I found myself ntting on the 
gcbund a few yards from the trees, and a female 
figure urging me tb retire. <* 1 cannot vouch 
far them/' she said $ ^< many are humane, but 
Ibe feat of others may lead them yet to deeds 
of horror. I won yon with tears and intrea<3es, 
^butfiy,*^th&booQ they granted may be recalU 
edy«^o not heiitate,*^away ! and, as you value 
life, never tread tins path «gain ; it is full of 
d8nger,-*«of death r 

: X fdt so confused, from the fierceness With 
which I had beto assailed, that I remained fixed 
fo Uie fifxit eiven iifter my kind ddiverer hod left 
*ie« As dhimory returned, I endeavoured to 
faoUbct my ideaax-Who could -this be I The 
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vtNtte was f8iiiili«r,-^ts. sweetness . «id faamnony! 
8^ rung oo my ear. It oould not fac Paalioe? 
Wbat comiexioR cxHiId she have with a desperale 
gang, dbliged to hide themselves ifi the bowda 
of the earth ? But I had no time to follow di» 
dtfrent of my tbou^ts, for my guardian angd 
was agaia at my side. << Fly !^' she said, n^ mh 
agitation that impeded her utterance. 

«< What ! is this indeed you, Faulme ?^-^ 
<' Hush I if you are heard, you are lost Fly*<«* 
I eamot a seixmd time save you. Fix your 
8ake-»^for mine^ do not hesitate* The tramp of 
their feet is in the passage. Nay, if the Seigi«> 
neur says it, then no human pow^ can rescue.^^ 
She rupbed bom me, and in a moment I heard 
her- soft tones mingling in the cont^tion of 
Tx»ces. I hastened away, and soon was bid in the 
gloom. I began now to perceive the indisere^ 
^oa of my curiottty«*-and to congratulate myself 
oa the escape I bad made. But these fedio^ 
gave way to the regret which wrung my heart***** 
that Fauline-**-the fascinating Fauline-* ^bauld> 
be the QQmpaQion«^*4he friemiU*-the midnigjhl 
vintar of such a erew« Yet, perhaps, her very 
virtues laighit baii« led her dnera Mig^t ma: 



78 * THE FlftK-SATBB. 

her fatheiv-hCT brother, be involved in some 
fash visionary enterprise to disturb or over- 
throw the government, and her presence be oon«» 
nected with their safety P I eagerly dung to the 
idea; and almost aloud exclaimed: — *^ Yes — 
it must be so ; Pauline, the pure and innocent 
Fauline, could not be the willing or guilty as- 
sociate of felons and freebooters. She could not 
esKist for a moment in an atmosphere tainted with 
the presence of sordid and mercenary criminals^'"' 
- I found some difficulty in extricating myself 
from the rugged ground I had to pass over be- 
fore 1 could regain the path leading home ; and I 
had to proceed with the greater caution, as it was 
impossible to perceive where the next step might 
plunge me. I was thus slowly wending my 
way, when the silence of the night was in<- 
terrupted by voices, almost at my side. I in« 
stantly stopped, and bent to the ground, in order' 
to avoid the arms, which, I thought, were gro» 
ping towards me. A party of men approached, 
in earnest conversation. I was soon convinced 
that they were not the individuals I had escaped 
from— as they came from the opposite quarter, 
and thw words told them to be of a very ditfer* 



» 

ent profesaoiu Hiey seemed doubtftti if tbejr 
were proceeding in the proper direction; and 
spoke of the apprehension of some delinquents. 

** Shall I strike a light P^ said one of the party. 

<< No : that will betray us/' answered his com* 
panion, *< and foil our object ;— we must secure 
them alive. Justice will not be satisfied unless 
they finish thdr career publicly. I am sure we 
are not far from their den — and the darker the 
better for us.^ 

••Well, well,* rejoined the first speaker; ** alive 
or dead, their hour of darkness is not far distant" 

As they spoke, I thought of Pauline on the 
point of being seized«*-exposed— perhaps sha-* 
ring tlie fates of her wretched associates. What 
ought I to do ? There was something revolting 
m even taking an interest^-*in sharing in the 
rescue of criminals ;— -in defeating the end of 
justice, by warning them of their danger. What 
daim had they upon me? Would not their 
hands have been dipped in my blood, if Pauline 
had not interposed ? This reflection decided 
me ; at least, I resolved,^-»<< she shall not suf- 
fer. If the rest escape, I care not,— but save 
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Pauline I ahull,, hi tbe oDnsoquencetk be whmt 

The men had already advanced a eonsideraUe 
way, and I had not a moment to lose ; but tiie 
foolpaih ooDtinued so closely confined within two 
baaksy that I had scarce room to pass without dis* 
oovery. I, however, crept along, holding in my 
brealb, and thinking that even the pulsation of 
my heart sounded too loud. Ab the path expand* 
ed, I left the party, and hurried, in the neatest 
diiec&n, to tbe place. Chance, this time, stood 
my friend,«*«-and, in a few minutes, I gmned the 
qpening of the Circle. Pressing aside the bushes, 
I entered the hollow, and, before the inmate» 
were well aware, stood in the midst c^ them. I 
had little time for observation, but I distinginsh^ 
ed two well-dressed men, looking over some pa^^^ 
pers; and a group of persons were leaning 
agmBst the wall, and almost hid by the shade* 
The place seemed to be an excavation, partly 
nattird, partly built of large unhewn stones. 
Moss and lichen clung in profusion to the roof, 
^nd appemred to wither in the blaze which burst 
fam tber fire.^ But my eyeg were in search of 



Mdlhet dbjeot I again looked fowtid, knd taw 
PniKne restai^ oft the ground Slie was tba 
^t to pece^v^ me ; and, widi a acfeam whidi 
rung along the vi^t, sprung up, and eadea* 
vmured to pudi me from the entrance* The mm 
lote^ and came fariously on. The indiiddoal 
who had before aasaulted me with {oich ferociiff 
drew his sword^ and made a blow which would 
have ckeed my career, had not another peraox^ 
obscured in the shade, parried itF««-with an ex* 
olamation which bcought the assailant on him* 
self. Pauline rushed between them.--*«< ipe§ 
beayenlB sake,^ she said, ^ aa jdu hope for mefw 
C9f !-*^That is your friend, Duchesne* and wliat 
have you to fear from a stranger««*&om a solu 
taty individual, Fie-«*fie, Seigneup-*-a woman 
would not be so carried away by her fears.^ 

^<Insala:it slave !^ stammered out the Seigneur, 
in a passion that nearly made him inartiQulate ; 
** So I not know hkn P I shall listen to no m* 
teroessionS'^He is a spy—- an Englishman— >a 
Bourbon-*-^ "nllain-*-! have seen him-— witnessed 
Ins intolevable insolence. Ay, yon visit Douay 
oaeasionally, Monsieur Angbus I You Aink a 
llidy of lavth, of nude and fortune^ is to be won 



with a bow-«with a 8inile--*¥dth a trick. \4RI 
itrike at high and low. A payaanbe, forsboth, 
for your vacant bours. Meunier !— ^here, OThdi, 
dbpatch him,— «-you saw iinn -first, and have « 
tight of priority,^*— and I percdved the gaunt 
Iraw-boned fellow, who/ in bis vapouring drum-* 
major-lookiog bat^ had disentangled my spuria 
the rencontre with the lady in Madame Paalet^s 
gardensH— approach with every disposition to obey 
his mastery's instructions. I had no other altera 
nadte, since the party would meet tbeir fate, but 
to protract, if I could, the contest for a moment 
or two^ until the gens tTarmes arrived. Indeed^ 
any thing like verbid expostulation was out of the 
question. But it became unnecessary for me to 
loake any personal exertion ; for the person* who 
had Originally interposed between me and tbv 
Se^eur, and whom Pauline had called Bu* 
^hesne, instantly beat the servant to tbegitmnd^' 
and fiercely stalking up to my antagonist, isLiA' 
•r^^Mifonsieur, you mistake me — you mistake 
ifll of us — ^if you think that your personld-oi 
private hatreds are to be. gratified at the piica «f: 
Uqod,«— at l6ast in my presence. I knowftbii 
gentleman. 'What is more^ I hav» parsed li^l 
word that a hau:x)f his head shall not suffer-* 
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•and, by ^ naitie and honoart of mj natettan, 
'tluit word sball not be broken, though the Sdg« 
seiir of Godeault oould place me once more where 
-my fatben^ sat Remember, alao^ that there are 
iMDe people to whom not even the Seigneur of 
Godeault can be permitted to make light or di8-> 
reepectful dluuons. 
• The Seigneur, howeiwr, seemed in no wi^ in- 
dipMd to attend to Duchesne's remonstrance; 
jmd indeed became frantidy exasperated, as he 
aaw his servant, apparently mudi disabled, riung 
with difficulty from the ground. But Duchesne 
twunned unintimidated, and held the Seigneur 
to* the spot, while Pauline implored me to retire. 
I endeavoured to retain coolness ;<*— my whole 
mind was occupied how to save Pauline. She 
liad now, indeed, a double dium on my exer- 
tions, and I resolved to. rescue her at all ha^. 
jfuvds.^ *< Hold,^ I cried, ^< as the Seigneur Strugs 
gled to reach me ; <( hear me before you striked 
There is a party no( a hundred yards bebindi ia 
itarohof some offenders. You know whether 
you have reason to shun discovery. Not a nMK 
aQMOit is to be lost For this girrs sake I halnsi 
MiMrMd, not to pry into yOu^ pai|nseB| butlot 



my* ier; moiA I earrioiirliBtis tbe tacdfior* 
Bui veoollect, Monsieaif Sdlgneiir d» Gkdewllf 
»I undcffBtaiid yom tttir to b e ' j m^ Budtlie 
hum ofvoiceBABdtnDnpfif feet sonadcdintlMNiC' 
'— in an instant tbe li^ was extinguiabed, aad 
M ttrong ana saaed me. 

<< This way, sir/' said Dudbesne, ^ yanr mdjr 
escape is wstli as. Yott are aoir identi6ed iritb 
oor caose. Do not speak-^bnt fdlcm. StoofC 
be added, wbile we ptished thiough a mattiiig of 
branches and leaTes, wfaicb impeded our paasagi^ 
and crackled and broke with the inipetuanl)! of 
ma ptogremk. ^ Yraiment cVst mtTibun cflMhoflil 
¥«4iut it leads to the postern of our cttade]^ and 
tbe greatest generals have eandesoended to fly 
eo pressing emei^ncies,^ 

£xc^ from breadnng a ireer atmocphtn^ 
and no longer feeling tbe wet ittid dammf 
sock, which chilled my hands as I gnqied ahn^ 
I could scarcely perceive when we tmasgal^ 
into the open air. I fcdkywed, however, my leed^ 
er in silence ; and, after bmrying down a aligfal 
descent, reached a nmrow jpoiat <£ bmd whidi 
jjiita into die marsh. Tbe tangled li6ttom everf 
nmnent threatened to give wqr andlet u« aink 
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iaiD Ae inlee «8r whidi itbe gpnsi sedned lo 
flf)«t Battk tioane vvgetadim abnost itachisd 
oiir Isiees^ ss ipe al^^ed and then rco ewi e wd 
Mnelres fioni the hflUavt, vfaich die darkaeat 
Q€4he ni^ prerented os fram seeing and amd* 
kig. Indeed, it waa onlj the elaatidtj md 
ipdngiiwsa of l9ie turf tliat enabled us to mafce 
aajr w^. At length I heard a ooisey like dM 
bentiiig of a stream against a bank ; and, bf 
the ^tter, idiich, even in dcq> obsennt j, plays 
QDihe sar&ce of i)cokea waters, observedtluit 
IPO wen now on the brinlc of one of the broadest 
eaatla w^biefa intersect the morass. *< The Seig* 
neorhas chosen a road forhimseI£-4Kit noraatlerr 
I Jbope, howler, that Meunier, ceijrawc teekraX^ 
will e6cape,<-H5hould he be taken, we wee he^' 
tg$yei^ muttered m j conductor ; then instand j 
dnirtng me to step into a boat, the edge ai 
wbifli be just brought into s^t, or rather widw 
in iieding, in a moment we pushed off, 

Vat the oars or paddles had made little moie 
tfastfi ibeir first plash, when I heard tfae ciy that 
Padine was not with us. I thoughtaome person 
said <* the Seigneur Ad Panfine ;" and mj bnuas 
felt on fire. I shouted her name^ birt no mawmM 
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letttrned. X do not ktum if ike romafice of the 
adventure had inspired me— whether! yielded to 
the more praiseworthy feelings of humanity, for 
a girl who'had so recently testified her interest in 
myfatef«-or firomacertiun disliketothe Seigneur; 
lrat» without a moment^s consideration, I sprung 
np^' and, placing my foot on the edge of die 
dmllow, ilat«bottomed boat in which we wei^ 
enlbarked, I leaped at hazard towards the shore. 
I jUft. gained the edge, and heard the rush of 
the stream over my upset companions, and their 
cries as they > grappled with each other and 
idly endeavoured to reach a bank the obscurity 
of nig^t fdmoist -shut from their straining eyea# 
Their struggled made the Waters rise and foftfli^ 
and spread a white line, perceptible even in thm 
gloom< Their -voices seemed to die away in 
inoanings, as their interrupted sobs bubbled and' 
biirst on the surface. I felt a rigid and ootlvuU 
sive grasp dasp the foot which had scarcely 
gained the Aore; and, when the distance had no 
Imj^ permitted the rodcing of the boat againat 
the sedges to i^each my ear, I thought thefitoo& 
and keen impbesnon of their hands yet' ho*^ 
BUiabad and paUed myiaoews. '^ 



But I nTBt speedify iibMbed 1^ my own sitiu^ 
tinn. I wias rashly venturing upon a oontest 
irli^re the inost |>resOniptuott9 hope could not 
look for success. Rushing, single and unarmed^ 
to meet men aocustoined, in the execution of 
A^rduty^ to the most desperate r^esistance, spur* 
ted <m by the alliiremefit of reward, an^ irritftiv 
led ^by the narrow escape of their prey,— my 
name would inevitably be disgraced/ and asso* 
eiated'with those of freebooters or visionary 0(m« 
•pirators against govemmenL Life I vidUedt 
Utde ; but my reputation was too dear to. mi 
to be^acrificed without a struggle. Yet, I must 
confess, a weight hung upon my spirits whieh 
ainofit made- me faulter. My faculties seemitf 
OBataped. The more I became conscious at tiMf 
BMessity of instant and fearless exeftion^ tb# 
iMNre wdsik and numb was my frame. Large 
dmpaof perspirationf hung on my brew^ and tuy 
fittibs' were, with difficulty, drawn from the ^n*^ 
tangled'brudi^wood through which I strove^ io 
M&hL: I ifaought, that if a weapoi^ had beto {^11 
iatosnyJiand, it wovAd have £ril)»n from my gttispw' 
I felt almost childish^ and a sensation 4»f stupor ^Qi^ 
mesoltitton'came witb'a> siekening^dnvei* over 
me. But the oppression was momentary. Na* 
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tiu^ tbm w of the JkMid ; aodv f Bom tbe efb^ 
bfijuri glowed vith a heat ahnoftt pttofuL Mjr 
.Uood rushed through my veins with a full and 
steady current The heaviness of the ground no 
longer detained me* I felt as if I was vyii^ 
with the wind; and my soul exjxuided with a 
gsiety I cannot describe. I have been in many 
engagements where deiUli strode in the most feer# 
ful shapes ; but I then ascribed any coolness I 
possessed, to the duties of my profession occupy* 
ing my mind, and withdrawing it from the coiw 
templation of the horrors which surrounded me 
Qut now there was nothing to cUstract my atteok 
tion» and the certainty of my fate came with vskm 
asingled absoluteness on my view; yet no tremor 
shook my hand'—^ntrange mirth filled my soid^ 
andmy mind seemed as if freed from somemoE* 
tal coil which had hitherto kept it in base and 
unworthy thraldom,— my nerves thrilled, and 
my breath was checked with a tumult like that 
df ddSght ;— >I thought my features assumed the 
fapression of joy,— I filled the air with sbonta 
of laughlwr and reveby, and, with reckless faik« 
lily, I hastened to meet my destiny^ 
Bat this temporary insanitgr ma diqpdlad b]r 
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the fed>le crj of Faulme in the direotum I vmB 
advancing^ The foUj of my enthusiasm fled^ 
but desperate reaolation remaioed. I instinct* 
irely set my teeth-*-I clenched my hands» as if 
straining my muscles to the task«-*I leaped for<» 
wardy and dilated my eyes to catch the slighteiA 
ray of light, A white figure stood before me^ 
retaining the arm of one of our pursuers I 
sprung on him. He ^runk back, as if appalled 
by the wiMness of my merriment, and feU while 
I fastened my hands on his throat I thought, 
my whole frame became like iron, and my fi^gen: 
set like a vice on his neck. A severe cut ovar 
the temple, from one of Us conmidea, brought mt 
down ; but I fell with my knee on the breast of 
my prostrate adversary. I loosened my hold ; and 
a rattle in his windpipe, and broken coovukore 
thrdbs, wei:e the only indications of Hfe. BiooA 
now streamed over my face, and nearly blinded 
me — a chillness checked the current in my veihSy 
and I reeled and sunk. I again rose witbalast: 
^Ebrt; and my opponent, whose wrist I graiq^d 
i^id d]sbx»ied» dropped his sword with a pierxang 
cry.^ 

A fiadi from ^Several eavabines now diilcloacd 
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the pAitjr, evidently in confusion from the fate of 
their leader. When they saw, by the same glarey 
bat a single foe, they rushed on me; but their 
progress was checked by the furious shouts and 
baildos with whidi my companions rent the air 
as they gained footing on the bank which hither « 
to they had in vain tried to reach. Whether our 
adversaries bad no inclination to contend with 
desperation such as they had already met with, 
or a sudden panic struck them, or they were called 
off by their comrades^ for the moment overpower-^ 
ed by the Seigneor and two or three of bis asso^ 
dates who had accompanied him^ I do not know ; 
but, before the attack was recommenced, we had 
placed Pauline in the boat (which Duchesne had 
recovered and set afloat,) and were, with straining 
arms, thrusting it from shore. In a few seconds 
we turned into another outlet, and, brushing 
dirough a narrow passage, almost choked up 
with entangled weeds and water-plants, we were 
soon 'buried in profound obscurity. 

We continued our course in silence, sometimes 
floftting smoothly upon an open expanse of water^ 
but oftener dragging the boat along by the aid of 
the sedges and brushwood which protruded from 



the banks. At length the npple broke on Bome 
obstnicUoDy and sent back a narrow line of foam ; 
and, in a sionient, we ran dose under the dark 
walls of the ChiteaU of Oisie. The rowers check*' 
ed their speed, and began a low and anxioas cob# 
versation; but of which, from the low tone of 
the speakers, and their Patois dialect, evidently 
chosen to conceal the subject from me, I.cMld 
not catdia word* Then they, with one accord^ 
pulled for an arch, rising, a few yards distance^ 
abruptly from the water, and communicating 
widi the building. In a tfioment I was cau^ 
tioned to stoop ; and the men, with vigoious ef* 
f<Ht, ran the boat up the entry, and we were m* 
stantly enveloped in intense darkness. A fresh 
breeze, which played through, enabled us to bear 
the otherwise suffocating confinement, still more 
increased by the mass of floating branches and 
leaves which had accumulated in the passage. 
The men iiow drew in their oars, and puUod on 
by grasping the ndes of the walls ; and, after a 
few minutes, the boat struck, with considerabW 
violenoe, against some steps, just distinguishable 
by a grey light pouring throu^ a gateway a 
sbert distance above. . . 

^ You are within the old walls of Oisie^** said 
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DudicMnt to me ; ''and, I presume, will have 
po dffioulty in reachuig your quevtors. You 
bear with you our beet thiuikB for your feaileii 
interposition in our favour. Let ua hope, expeet, 
aiJen eO " eo e re ey as to what has passed*^ 
' ^ Bequire^-opdemand it^*' intemipted one of 
the men. 

M We will demamd nothing/' reauned Dtt« 
ohesne, with earnestness ; and, by the bold do* 
mtion of his Toice, (and probably fnom the 
assodadon of ideas connected with the spot 
in which we were,) at once disdoang UmisBeif 
to be the individual whom I had met a £ew 
months before near this very fdace-*-** The ho^ 
nounible feelings of this Englishman are a better 
warrant for our safety and his discretion than 
&iced promises.*— Adieu, Mouoenr !^ And bei 
Sore I could answer, he and his comradea 
qarung from the boat, and 1 could just descry 
them hurrying through the aperture above. I 
would have fsllowed, but I found PauHne was 
still with me. *^ Do not move,^ she said ; *< jitt 
are not like Dudiesnc, They dread treachery. 
Tl^y know not what to think of your appearing 
so unexpectedly in their retreat They oamioi 
iaenbe k to aeeident«-^tfaey will not to fiiend- 
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$hip for' me. Z .trembled lis I eaiight aome 
trorda which spoke the dedperaiioo of thi^ piir« 
pose^ I feai^d,-*^! fear the worst £ii«n he 
Irill tiot venture to leave them to thetaadveih 
He accompanies thmn now to secure safety to 
you. — I could not want protection, I thought^ 
iRhen i»ar you.*-^T mtreated him to go.<*^What 
haptiiness could await me, if my mind wks em* 
bittered by the recollection that you was iii}ured ? 
•i**>worsey-^-murdered, and hid in this dark pool t 
because' your warm«-hearted friendship,— shall I 
eall it afifeetion,— fi^ a humble peasant girl, led 
you to'risk your life for hers?^ 

As she spoke, a loud whistle echoed through 
the vault. She sazed my hand : — ** If we hear 
that sound again,'' she exclaimed, << his fears have 
been just : We must quit this passage, and seek 
shelter in the morass ;-*-but my hands are weak, 
«i^i4he boat will not move, --I can do nothing: 
You are lost, and 1 am the cause,— the innocent 
dduse r'-^And she sunk at my feet 
' When I raised her in my arms, I would have 
thought, from her unresisting and drooping fono, 
that she was in a deep swoon, had die not trem- 
bUSi violently, and muttered intreattes to me to 
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force the boat back. It was impossible, ho^wever^ 
to support her and do so. I therefore stepped 
out, and, carrying her towards the door-way by 
which the party had retired, soon reached and 
passed through one of the ground apartments of 
the chateau. 

At €rst I proposed to take her to some of the 
neighbouring cottages ; but reflecting that such an 
untimdy appearance might create suspidon, and 
lead to discovery, I resolved to direct my steps 
towards her own village, trusting that, in a few 
moments, the open air would restore her« * I 
had, accordingly, carried her for some distance^ 
along a pathway edging a neglected thicket, but 
was suddenly obliged to lay her down, on account 
of the blood bursting again from my forehead,and 
filling my eyes. At the moment I placed her on 
the ground she revived, and screamed as she saw 
the blood pouring over my face. " They have 
returned, then,'* she exclaimed ; ^^ you have be^i 
the victim of their cowardly apprehenaons, and I 
could not dasp their knees and beg your life with 
tears and intreaties i Oh, Duchesne ! where were 
you at diat moment P What will avail your name 
and honours, if this deed tiunts them both P. But 
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-that csDQot be. — He has been himself deceived. 
i-^Dudiesae ! — What, ho !•— Duchesne !*' As 
she spoke, I heard the tread of footsteps; and, 
even under the sickening giddiness with which 
my head reeled, I could distinguish two men 
hastily advancing, and every moment looking 
bdiind them, as if dreading pursuit. Whether 
they might prove friends or foes, I thought it 
best to exert the little strength I had left to draw 
Pauline under the shade of a tree on the edge 
,of the wood. But I was too late. As they 
passed, they came with such velocity, and so 
feddess of any object before them, that they 
struck against Pauline, and, before I could in* 
terfere, drove her to the ground. The sudden 
start and execration of the first person who had 
• advanced instantly betrayed the Seigneur. I 
could pot resist the feeling I experienced to re- 
turn, in part at least, the compliment he had in^ 
tended to confer on me an hour before ; and, with- 
out thinking of the folly or imprudence of such 
conduct, I seized him by the collar, applying to 
4smt at the same time, several epithets by no 
. meaps intended to be laudatory. A severe strug- 
gle ensued, but wiiat further cpeourred J cannot 
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filky :fi0fti penobbl Jiodwkdgey ag I ms beat taUti 
inseiKibUUy by a bloMr txosti hu oompaiiioii, I 
jmspuiai^, his dervaiiU 

In die morsung I awoke in mj oifit bilii^ 
and, had it not been for the bandage round .iiijr 
b^ad, I would have thought all this adyentuee 
bad been an idle dream, Sy degreei» howefirer, 
][ recolkcted every thing which had happened, 
but oould not account by what means I had been 
filrtinaate enough to get hmne. I bad, ];iowever, 
^jbint impression on my mind of baving beaid, 
^flft as I fell, a wild halloo, very much in the 
^Mite and tone of my countrymen, and thought it 
not improbable that my servant, Malcolm Blue, 
.might have been the useful agent on the ooca- 
iBOn* 

This fellow had been Irft to my care and pro- 
.tection by an cdki relation, who had bequeathed 
.to me a sword and a few hundred pouiid%p*-MaU 
.Oieeftrnii^s of ifaany a hard campaign. 1 bad, 
tia consequence, taken Blue into my service, and, 
;#lthdugh ofben irritated, almost beyond endo- 
( vanoe, by bis insurable pertinacity to his ownropi- 
.niws, and his garrulouBnefeiences to Uaoim 
jlflfurmngy I aenicr eonfal rra^hreim parting y4l^ 
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Iiixn. He was honest ; and, although vei^ pnH 
dent and circumspect^ and apt' to reason :wiMn 
another man would aot, he was faithful mod 
steady. Besides, he came from my native hiUs^ 
and thaty £ am Scotsman enough fo avow, waa no 
sniall recommendation. 

To Blue, therefore, I iqsplied for infonnation^ 
and afaikost lost all patience at the renstaaoe he 
made to gratify my cunosity until he/ should Mk 
oeive leave from the surgeon. At length, under 
treats of instant dismissal, he told me, that^^ ha^ 
▼ing taken'a solitary ramble in the directionrof Oi» 
ne, he was startled at the sight of two men rushing 
past him, as for their lives« They.had proceed* 
ed a very short way oii, when he heard voiees 
in contention ; and this, he acknowledged, only 
made him hasten his steps homeward, reasoning 
how imprudent it was to be far from quarters in 
an enemy's country, when suddenly he thought he 
distinguished my voice. He wheeled about, wad 
came up just as I was felled to the ground* In# 
atttntly he made the air resound with one of thoae 
yellt or shrieks for which he bad betfn faoKMiflia 
Ids youth, when pursuing game in his native hiUi, 
anong the fastnesses of Broekinabrotty-Bc|^^ aad 
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Blii(iaiiabiblty*More ; knodked dovn the . aeirf 
fMft; and would have grappled the maister, hafl 
Mt llwt been already dose by a stranger, vbc^ 
niihing forward, aeieed die Seigneur in his arms^ 
and, by main force, drew ham away. Blue then 
railed and supported me iibme. Of Paxiline 
he seemed to know nothing. He admitted he 
MJvraometbiBg like a womai^ on the ground, ait* 
templtk^ tD assist me, but be bad pushed her 
ittde wijth muth displeasure. *< Laasies^^ iaddbd 
Bltie» with such imaflbcted naiv<ete and seirious*' 
■ess, that I could not quarrel with him, ** are 
Imtbrackle ware^— weaker ve6Seb,>^ayewea8tB§ 
honest fclks into trouble.-»The faimt sire but 
fiffded.' A wadi^s a fooI^s argument; but^ sulc^ 
ingyottr honour's pardon, I could haaorda small 
piatter that I am no far wrang kx giving yaia 
aiiBden tk^ credit of your last lughl'6 jeopard 
fly/' it was needless to ai^ue with Bl»e on 
Uie stihject,^ but I percetred that from his pve& 
fioBstessiaoa he Wdidd be a very unfit lumd 
to cn^oy to get me farther inteUigeneb. Al^ 
imwerer, there was no imme^ate prospect of 
fbeingable to go' personally to d^e viUage^ 1 tooi 
G^portuahy of sen£ng my groom for. 
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article I pretended to want from the avbergt^ 
and had the satisfaction of learning that Made- 
moiselle was there as usual. 

My return in tUs p%bt created some surprise 
and fleveral very wise speciilations among my 
brother-officers; but Blue*s explanation of tbe 
^^^weaker teasel*' ga^e isueh satififaclioii that I: 
was allowed to awaiti in quiet, the dme when 
the surgeon would allow me to venture out 
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CHAPTER V. 
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** Put ^im i* the van— i' the van ;-— he*ll scare the loftieit 
etesl^ Among '^ni. £vMi now hi* <mn an%ito(t>rto€iied«t's 
ipil99fbp)5 ji,0)i^eot94-ui hppour o/ihe,cpmipg.stri^^ 

The Leaguer. 



:t»- 



At length, tired with a month's confinement, 
and gladly taking advantage of the surgeon ha- 
ving gone for a day or two to Valenciennes, I ven- 
tured abroad, and, involuntarily, walked towards 
Haut-court, where, as I approached, I found that 
the ducass of the place was celebrating. The 
day had been airless and sultry; but, as the 
evening drew to a close, the sky became stormy 
and threatened rain. A few drops had already 
driven a great proportion of the young women 
into the cabaret, whither the sound of fiddles in- 
vited all lovers of the dance. 

I was busy regarding a party of villagers, who 
were keenly contesting a match at the butts. It 
appeared to be a competition of skill and dex- 

* 

terity between the best shots in Haut-court 



with the choice men of the neighbouring tiU 

lage, and the struggle was very nefarly balan/b 

ced. Whenever one of tlie compctitoars; hit 

the hull's eye^ he was instantly hoisted* on the 

shoulders of his friends^ and, with hideous shrieks, 

icunried to the spot to be a witness himself of fait 

performance. He was then conveyed back m 

•die same way, attended with the like inhuinaB 

^eciieams^ or. rather howlings, of the >la8t agony of 

rage, pain, and despair. The repeated recur. 

ience of these cries formed a striking contrast to 

4hb faint notes of music which occasionally, as 

4he door or windows of the cabaret were opened^ 

floated on the air ; or to the quiet and peaceful 

hum that proceeded from the knots and groups 

t>f people sharing in the amusements of the day« 

If a throne had been the reward, there could not 

bive been displayed more eagerness and ardour* 

I did not perfectly understand the occasion ; 

but it appeared that the match was so equal, that 

|m additional competitor on each side was to be 

cboaen from bov(rmen whom the village could ac* 

<adentally produce. ^A, veteran belonging to lEifi* 

hoi .first tried his skill. His arrow struck the in^ 

jiev ring of the mark, ju$t leaving a perceptiUe 



qMoe fimn tlie centre* The wr resounded widi 
applause^ The odier party seenved more at a loss 
£ir a friend. During the interval which ensue^ 
while thqr wiere Bearchmg for an ally, I had 
walked a short way o£ Aa I returned, I heaed 
aiiottts aent to heavea with a peal that almoit 
deafened me ; but I ceased to be sensible of the 
aoiM^ in the ooiiteaiplafioii of the Tietorioiis it^ 
diridual^ who was sitting evect on the shonldea 
of two of his fellow-archers. 

He appeared to be about three or fouv and 
twenty^ but his features gave oidy doiditfid m^ 
£oation of his age» His large wooden aabofai 
oKmked tcgetber as he shook from side to nde 
mi his dangerous elevation. Coarse gaiters^ dr 
something like them, covered bis legs ; and over 
hia shoulders bui^ a long peasants frock^ eaCp 
actly rimilar to what is worn by the weggoneit 
^n England* The stuff retained little of its 
original blue colour; but the remains of icinrii 
on& red stitching round the collar showed, tha^ 
in its day, it had not been regarded laur* 
nattientaL His hidr was powdered and dni^ 
bed into a heavy knot, irhich filled the hoL 
low of his neck behind, and reposed on his back: 
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As if tHe weight w«s too heary fiir ila siipjpoaf^ 
two nkdy-twisted plaits issued from the back dF 
eaeh ear, and secured the knot frbn aocidAntT 
Tfaa fnDBt hair lay in smooth and TeguliuHiut 
firiagtt oA his brow^ and here and there a strsjp 
loek peeped from a tattered bhie nightcap. A 
deep ckatrioe, marked by the ckadly white of its 
edges, ran across the forehead, and deioendecl 
tspoti the temple. One eyebrow was pret^mattir- 
^y elevated, and the eye seemed boltiiig frbn 
its Bocket, aJEid the lid painfuiiy stretched in tfa^' 
mtertion to confine it The chin was so mueb 
dKstehded as t6 make the under row'of.teedk 
pfoject beyond the upper ; and the whole deii 
ftrmily was heightened by a eonvulsire throlv 
which tortured the features— -swelled in the nebk^^ 
aiisd even shook the whole fram^. It forcib^ 
brought to my recollection the description I had 
met with5 somewhere, of an old gipsy, tried, I' 
beKetvs for a robb«*y oh a girl called Canning* 
*^ Look at me,"^ Mud the old woman to one of the. 
witnesses, << you cannot mistake me* God Ai» 
mighty never made iTry likeness 1^ 

He shortly disappeared with a processian, 
oHtiposed of the competitors in thd game and 



104 THS FIBE-EATEK. 

the pdle bystanders, who mardued with caai* 
denible oeremonj to the village chuccb, fear the 
jAirpose of depositing there the prize — I believe,, 
a medal^ swarded to the successful candidate^ 
either as an offering or as. a deooratioB, whicb 
might ghtter every Sunday in the eyes of the 
young men, and invite them towards winmng sif^ 
inilar honours. 

- The fete was now at its height Those whof 
had been engaged at the more manful exerdsesi 
foined the pay$anneSf who, arm and arm, wese- 
oollecting in groups, or hurrying away U> the. 
dance. I bqgan to think, when I perceived the 
Beat and clean appearance of the young women, 
tJ^Bit I had been somewhat rash in the opinion I 
bad £brmed of their personal attractions^ In* 
dcied, isome of .the laughing joyous figures, with, 
their smalUpbinted shoes, well-turned ankles, silk 
a|)rdn, and netted cap, half-confining the curls 
which peeped through the interstices, I had nok^ 
litde difficulty' in identifying with the draggled, 
ditily iol^ects I had passed, perhaps the very di^y 
before, busied planting rape-seed. Even the old 
wconen, whom, in the morning, I had seen with 
haggard features, and necks shrivelled aadi. 



bnMnh,' tnm exposiire to tile fa^ait and in*: 
oieiijeacy of tfaew^ttther, tfarefiUngout tH^ giiun^ 
irliidi they iaind their children had gleaned m 
dw' nfcighbdurtng fields, cUme forth refreshed 
arid renovated, participating in all the. life and 
baMe of the icen^ and, for a season, forgetting 
tiUiti^andpeniify. The better class of female 
peaaatitay espejcialiy - if pretty^ were attended by 
a'host.of adimrers ; and the most panctiGous p6^ 
titsnesB and decorum was manifested in their 
eoBi^^y. Their dress raried accwding to the 
wtelth and rank of . their family, and was stu^ 
dioc^y accommodated to their chiorms. <Nol 
a ililtle coquetry prevailed, but it was sustained 
mth a vivacity and openness which, took from^ it 
that sense of frivolity which, deprives even .the 
ecnbeliest girl of half her power, ~ •: 
-. 'Tiiemei^ however, had clearly the advwta^ 
in ^int of garb. Every Hue appeal^ in 4hdr 
l]BlnIinients--^and fancy seemed 'to have I htm 
lovturedtadisdovei: a colour moire glaring 'than 
anotiien One group very forcibly attracted ny 
iattttitiom An elderly personage^ dressed id 
liill blaek, somewhat rusty, and bearing a israaH 
•hat peibhed bn thf crown of a hlghljp^ 

e8 
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fiwed and powdered 'hmAf and whom I ieasir' 
to be the wrgeoiMuxouAeust^ was {dun^id kt 
eanteat eoBversatkm witii one of the vUIa^poi^ 
glittering in a. light yeiUwooat, faint Inovli 
Isetches, • Hue worsted stxiekingSb^ fidl boMi^ 
ynih the tops glowing M rich -vennilioftt Ue 
anxiattsly sdittting the. dolotor to atteadJUl 
who ^reatened to iii to the nunafasrof 
Ua- fiosilj. But Ae son of Esciikpiiia, ^ntb 
one hand in sack an anguhrr posture aa ss^ 
goMed the idea of a petrified arm, or aorified 
jaiMs^ held at a sfaott Iragtih the fair fiagersiaf « 
fifing ladjj and, with the other broshiilg'dl 
fiesm Us shirt-finHs the profarion of snuff which 
tfeposed tbete in kyers, expiteaied his deep ia» 
geet at beii^ nnable at that inoraent to give: ids 
attendance : — << It is impossibk/ said be* witk a 
fliirag whidb seemed to thrust out the gadtfla- 
tioii*-^^ Aha r«««*iuid made the powder iaH in 
obaids from bis curla^^^* I am engaged thcf naat 
oedHon with this ladj : Aim !->^Yoor goodt wS^ 
lojr worthy friend, must dekj tiU to-nnhw; 
Oh t parturition daring the dacasirl Sfaockiiig'.i 
Mot labour diis evenii^. Exeusca ab aiisii^ 
aUa P Aind ha stepped off laairii^ hisi 
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gMping wilh «dfpri«cu Tke^ a^tonidmieivt^ >hoi^ 
aver^sMtt lery tntniifiiit ; fiir» muttwittg x Ah 
aids imi, c'cstfaiBh roilKMlahie/' be tornfed on fab 
'bed Bxid. mio^ed in the ttuoog* 
. Additibnal £fe and aniniatioti Was gsrm le 
die JMsnehjFour eokfien wandering and lokc w ng 
mbbiit. A fe V oF them Jiad oontrtvcd to mafefe 
4iienielT«8 agreeable to the fiui^-eex^ and wam^ 
)mA iaribu* suoeess, attemptiagto shoir offaad 
wfe the ffUiniire of the Frendimen, whose. laoi- 
gage thcj were oHppuig and dkiofting wttbout 
inetoj.* In gelieral, howeter^ they itrere tank^ 
€a6mg themselves in a way more congenial t* 
their dispoeitknis. Under the ehede of a 90^ 
^piar^ and sitdng at a small taUe supported 
agjbinstthe trunk of the tree^ was one of these 
Allows, with a French soldier 6a fuHob|^ 
Oorposal Lamey, by no meaae.a water^drinleiv 
win a sliff frigid-featui^ man^ while bis iviead^ 
notniuch more handsome^ seemed so ifisloeated 
in'hia joints, that the motion ef any bne^ theai 
aet ail the oesfaiaib pli^4 Both had been psetty 
Hbrnl in thor libations. to Baechns^ and their 
li|^ %ttreiorusted with tbeietfi 0rdffialf«>ihey.ha4 
ssndloiwad*: . Thie corporal was evidently locsl^ 
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9mi 'tbb was etaSlj aoeounted fothj the meBBifim 
of br&iidy wiAth laj upset on the table, no^ boms^ 
m&t^ /before tbei oonteiils had been applied to tte 
purpose of oorrectiBg the jaoldnessafthe juice of 
€ker grape. l}hej knew each ofliers language, 
^bcHD having pnce been/prisoners nf war ; and the 
nfenebnan was, with infinite floency, ^escrifaiiig 
aana military opemtion, and elucidatbg hiadia^ 
looarae.by sketches with the end of his pipe dipped 
ia^be wine sfulled en the table. He had driven the 
fiijlish before him by a very masterly manceuY»^ 
iuiiicoDcludedwithtriuBapbanttone:*— *< liiaut 
fttitdu se rendre*^ This tcvidently was ptciiSi 
log his coikipinion ted far. But LameyVdaj 
}was gpne. He made various endeavours to ^4. 
mfy his disaj^irobation of the alternative,' He 
winked bard^ and licked his lips to look sober 
ami ootnmand tutterance.. But his oratory was 
limiliedto a blow on ibk table, which made Ibe 
g las w m danoe^ and « thick bushy artjcolatbn of 
•<!»-*f.Bb-!*^hy— eh !— Ml be d ■ dif I dof. > 
\ Iicavtng thek) bones to fight their battkB as 
they best cosild, I turned towards a crowd of 
jpeople: huddled together; hear the end of dpe 
^illag^ llfoirad them angf^ged 'm an anuMenieail 
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Ortreitoeljri oommbii ai all these feteB. A miff 
ted laid;out»' ia ver^ iedipfiiig^ order^ a Tarieiy 
pf .dockerjwwarej ki^vBS,- tqibodsr Ibe; . In a bfig 
he had cards roH^ 4ip» separately, and in a sail* 
ear lay another /pack open, if y<Ni w»hed to 
jgamUey you jpatd two or three aotis for yoitf 
ohaaoe^.oiid reoeiired aamaby carda from the 
aBiiocr,«^hentakmga card fironsi the bag, ifyok 
klM M your band any of .the* same suit a«d 
umhet witbit^ .you ganicd yoar choice of ifat 
jiiiiea on the table>^if not, yoii lost your penoei^ 
Jf;gaBtbied a fcwfrancsy and sent home soiiiA 
Ijttli children delighted with the cups and basins 
whidh it was my luck toi win, ' Thei man's stook 
.wa».SQon exhausted, and I left Um preparing to 
aiiwige a new aasortment. 

A short way off, near the ehd of the auberfft; 
1 i|w another group bu^ed in the same way. 'On 
i^pnnehing,<il speedHy reoognised the feiloss 
srhose'features had, half an homr before, n^ade m 
strong tn impresuon on mc . His looks < wete fiit 
fipQ«i.bsiii9unpno¥ed; Hiseyesweiie:doiwiKiast, tad 
he bad drawn over his brow a large flapped baL 
He wiril4NiS)i:iMhK»i|g ih'e>s|)eetatorft to' trf.^bm 
glM.SMttfimi^r^^ band tojuio* 



4mi^ fKruong the makm And beauty of tfw4ffi 
licks on tbe boaid heScMft hira^-fi^^uld eodleiily 
lepfeating, in a hoarse and moootonous imoei 
f^Tiyagtun; Idok inll ohailge: see nok*" I 
had little opportanity^ however, of attendioglo 
^leflPetit of Us invitation; for^ besides seven} 
dtf^of niin again thieatemiig a wet evesasigi 
I saw Pauline runniiig up the street She vfm 
taliing to Frangeis, who was eagerly engajged ia 
e^gatne simihir tootsr aine'pittSi only with linger 
laeses of wood ; but her endeavours to oatek his 
attention was in vain. She ctane knghii^ te ase. 
: : .^ Siilut* Monsitar lie Capitaineb You find me 
iollOBueh better engaged than when you Aral gave 
me your assistance iii Ihe £elds* I hove noiv aa 
animal little less pervede tb deid with* Emnfeisl 
«pJE sfcy Francois I 

( >^^< Good eveniiigi Fjiulini* I am indeed gbl 
leln^t you. You know how osudi I lia(vn to 
hnnh. The vilhnn's blow was so efibctualy Ihat 
L lost aU sense of what was passin g ■ ■ >■ * ' . 
[r^Hudii this is not die time for auehoMees* 
ssibfa."'. ••:''■ 

•: f^iAndaay dotafdof a 8<»tSBsan«MMMJ» 
^And hiaifilfal'iiqpnideiitBMiaif r, ■ >Firanfeii| 
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I^y Firitt9dk.I*^WdU[» kttfe I have bluett iMditg 
all dajj aod he will not take hb turn whcH^if 



<^ Allow IM %(S ctHhitn P"^ 

<< Oh, wait ; there he i^ yoii iee^ hnddyng 
dtfkn thci king and all bifiiiiM.-^h fie, $*rib- 
gdn I but you will never mend your mann^n^^ 
' Hie ctifiobedient and rebellious ^tamgcnA tfow 
joned IM, end having declared Ihsf willitlgttiWI 
m take the duties of the ivAerge for th^ resl^ 
dii^.crrtoing, I aceompanied* Pauline to the rodM 
likpw the people were assembled^ The iMf 
Irasmaeked irith 6gureB 1^ % Sec and undtf 
eKh Was arranged the set of the oori^spoildi' 
iqg number, llie music was sHghtly elevatatS^ 
aai the leading musidan lustily bawled >(Aii tift * 
0M4tneneem^t of eaeh tcmirt'^EifMey or eheckifid 
mk lisatifisd the mistakes which oceuitedJ 1E¥^ 
cijtfiihg was conducted wilh the greatetrit JSNS^ • 
aoidiL The beau et the vaUige leapeA attl 
^^tig about as if fifo waa to be the lewsMt 
<)f his eierti6iM^ while th6 heavy^ tfre^*.gt«Hi4 
•aadutiryJad hand^ up his 4ir partner Willi fiH 
«atfr i^aniBss^ innthig ^ adtnindbte ^6o^8ttlt 
Wtis^MfB a#kwa»d i^^piaMttde^ dM^teltotf <^ 



set to the gayest in' tim mg^ with !p^rieel MMspiM' 

^ Pauline,^' I said, << my patience is ethfWMt^ 
ed. Allow me, even if dply fQr « iBQiiieikt^*' 
< tgUbe ftbogk bef; he^d. 

. ••VVpuiijiast Qot dcipy me.— You know.Uie 
Tf&m^'' ...;.., 

; , « Very wpU-Frin an ki6(t»it.-~But see, some of 
four friends sulateyw;"" X titfned about; aad 
aifsnalefigiire^ sbowjily dre^d, dropped me • 
P9QSt elegant <»irt8ej.-, I did notbiQw a lady in 
ib»i country, Md at . first: aupfMed • the con^ 
fi^ei^. y^ int^lid^ f<pr swiepersde tiear me. ; I 
liawever agaialooked^atjitr) wd saw. that Icmt* 
Duply was the persm ii|ef||it4 'l:bowed,and, atep- 
I^Vg^Pb difiooTcred 'that she iwas the davigllftsr 
cif tba:fa^<n|»r in wliose, bojuse.I .was biUetted^ 
Midwlioia,: theipi^iiiou^:;mOniiag» I had^saD 
^thqut stpckiQgf <A::sh^l!^ ivrkhpHticoatSiituek* 
eflsup, a^^l ^iKis .bare) |»ysjr, irith her siat^ 
iG)fapi{ig ^d doc^og soQ^ ohairs setout imihe 
rb«^;gw4?n, Sbenpw^MlatoteldngaeuiiMsb^ 
^0Y^fp)LKto))e4, and shQ£9!nJQc)y cdgejd with nsd^ii- 
.^Nm^ ¥^su|,\iiVth pei^fi^t cit^gMce^. sbretdbiiigrfiHt 
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giaw of the jalin slip t)en«alJi« us she net to a 
yopng inan^ who, ia lajrge jaqk-boots^ and Ipog 
fl{>uf% was clattering before b^r. 

When I s^ped, Paujiine had proceeded to 
the top of the roQn),^ w^ich, fra^ ^he q^y^e<9r 
being a little irregular, and from a defect in the 
rpofs admitting the rain inMfi^t weather, was 
iuro}4ed by the.4iR<M?€av«; Skp beckoned m% to 
jcHSii- h^r, fin4 . 1 obey^ed tb^ 8uiniBOD& Inde^ 
I )mi4 inucb to inquire, and this promised .ma 
the most favourabIe,opportunity I could wish. 

<* I am pnjy out bow by stealth,. Pauline^^ I 
sai^y ^Vafi4 have in vain sought an opportunity, 
t^ Sf^k to you.r— tDo not again disappoint me.^ 

She bowed, and assured me I might command 
b^r,|i»^9tijc^, :: 

^< I bave,^ I continued, *< been very anzioas 
on jfoiir account The last time we me t ■ ^ - 
r *^And separated. — Ab,-. Monsieur le Csfi^ 
tah^e^ you owe much to your domestic i^^nn boa 
enfant, mais un pen bru^q^ae.^ 

<« Nay, if I think <^ my obligations, I am, in^* 
debted still more deeply to others — to you, Paa« 
liiie-^and that increases my uneasiness for Aer 
wh(pba{( so great a claim to my acknowledgmen(ta»^ 
Who are those people with whom I found 
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fon associated f-^reated as a known friend-- 4 
ttister, who had a right t& intetpese, and al* 
most to command obedience* Are they coo^:^ 
Mtors against government ?-^*<ir are Aey^ Pau- 
Dne^but I cannot think 80-^plinidem9> free- 
booters ?*•— * 

'' ^ Were the individnals here, who onght to 
be my proteetm^ they would Miswer the qiieiN 
don^ MonMur k Captidne,^ she replied wkli 
iiidden warmth ;— *< and yet it is better nol-^ 
there might be peril in the conversation.^ 
' <^ It is the interest which I take in every thbg 
omceming yon, Pauline, that maker me put«^ 
repeat, the question : I care not for the danger 
which may follow.** 

<< Interest in me ! Alas, I must indeed have 
foigot thai, when I answered you so hastily. 
Your fears— suspicions-^are' natural. You have 
a tight to ask me for an explanation,— yet, re^ 
member, Duchesne confided in your honour to be , 
secret Did he not also trust to your honour to 
be content with the information accident had 
given you ?*• 

« Well !— but who is Duchesne ? Then the 
Seigneur !-«-Is that man a fit associate for Pau 
finer 



^ He Mver had my osrteem.— I scarce know 
iiim.*^I no¥r despise bka," 

« And Duchesne^-—.'* 

<< Is a man of worth— of integrity : Hitn joa 
lieednot suspecf 

'^^ I dislike him the more.^ 

'««F(* his worth?'' 
' <* if 6 ; but for Che iiiterest you take in hint^ 
f'^ '^ Ah, Mottsiedi*leC^pitaide,trDuIdyottbir«^ 
ttifr shun the W;ked fot thehr faults, and the 
good for their virtues F^ 
'^ '^« Kd ; but is he a near tehtidn^-«or a mere 
MendP^ 

• « He is lirfthen^ 
* *< Tou mentioned his name and honours.** 

• • • 

■< Stop-«I have ahready gone too far— I date 
ndt i(|)eak on this subject«-«you know you ought 
Hot to ask me.««-'Tis but a short time since we 
Irere utter strangers : Circumstances— dangers^ 
have made us friends* I do not obnader yoa 
less 80 because I am obliged to be silent Wait 
but a little while— I promise to you I shall lose 
no part in your esteem, when I con repose in you 
unbounded confidence ;— at least, the oonsciont 
feeling that I deserve no reproach, l^ill supjxot 
me. Till that period arrives, if you will think 
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m^mly of me — ^if you will consider me degraded 
-—worthless— abandoned,*— do not—do nutlet me 
know your sentiments. JLt le«^ keep tkat^seoret 
from me.**. . . 

<' It is for your sake, Pauline, I have qppken 
at alL If it gives you pain I sfaqdl be. siLeat.'- 

*< I know your kind intentions. — Ho I y]et«re» 
^ff^ to ^be.tought. the. waniptb'of your friend* 
^p? But press ii^ npt on this poi^ for a 
^ilf ; much depends pn the pasaogeten of a day* 
But if I look as grave as you dp, niy companions 
jriU say W9 haire qiiarrelled. Come nearer ta Ihe 
merry throng. I shall point out the leading 
beauties of the village.*' And, unable, xjx unwil« 
Ungf to resist, I approached a group of very pret- 
47 girlsa who were joining in the dance, or lean* 
Ujg on the arm which .they deligfited. to bcMioiir. 
, , , I do: not well recollect what subject pf jcoaver^ 
satipn ensued. Pauline, however, soon became 
^^^cmely animated,; but I, almost fancied her 
spirits forced : A beotic flush reddened her cbeekf 
,-^|ier eyes sparkled with unusual, fire-^and 
th^re-was an unseittjied and wayward look wh^ 
she could not conceal, or rather, which she was 
junaware she betrayed. My mind became ab- 
sorbed by this appearance ; and although, lor a 
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time, I mcdbanicaUy gare some indication of al* 
tentioB^imj thoughts were busy about any tbiQ^ 
nttbec iJian the subject o;i wbieh dbe spoke. . Aa 
I bebamie moire and more abstraeted^ abd my &ca 
assumed a greaterr than natural proportion oC 
gnrntyrfihe suddenly paused^ anddroppihg-finom 
the beijghtofmirthy. ihtreated, with thegreateil 
Uxidty, to know if I. was well ?' But when Aa 
saw^ it was a mere fit of absence, she awakeoeA 
me frontmy dream by a burst of • laughter, ani 
begged me to teach her how to give; her eouiite^ 
wmce the same philosophic aif; < T 

^ Perhaps, also, the contrast between the pre* 
wmt scene and ihat whicb I> had so li^tely mU 
nessed^ affi»ded!me some excuse lor having a0t 
soon lost all oonscioiisness that 8hersix>ke. Tbe 
mexpeoted: assault in. the caven^e' torturing 
acuteness of my emotions, as I fao^d deatli^ 
aiid fouttd preseaice o£ mind, whm most t^ 
quired^ most awanting^tfae. dasp of'Paulinte* 
Mien I thought the jnexl moment must teitni* 
aate my life, and consign; hc^.to infam y her 
passionate interest in my fate, when. under 'thA 
minji <Qf <%»e Ghatcaur'^-ber keen and alnixit 
fisanjap ines^^ hcrrhimda eauieimHifed fo«tete 
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tft€ blood which my exertions again brought 
Ibtrthm streams ;--«ll was fpeth in my reeolieo' 
Mod. }>7qw cveiy thing was jocund and mehy 
^>*«iausic fiHed the airland mingled its hart 
miotkj with the revdry wbith oecaaosally oireni 
f€fmreA it I was in perfect sitfety^^m the 
iodety I oovetted beyond aQ tbe -bl^saiigs of 
a!tS8tenc»--4md she, with a gaiety and hihuily 
almost thoughtless, was giving herself up to a 
iow of spirits which I had never seen equalled, 
even in her happieit moments! 

I gazed upon this object which, with a £uo> 
mttion 1 felt impossible to refiist^ held my better 
rdufoti in chains, and conld, with a word, fix my 
destiny— g simple country girl'*-»enrlcfaed mily 
witih native jintelltgence, and qpruag fiom a rank 
tJM^ 1 had been taught to consider univ^ortby sdi 
bbnourable alliance, yet surrounded with a circk 
ef Ii6r own virtues so commanding, - that^ amidat 
alt the idle wishes and prcgeots which mfey dia* 
tiob the best (^ us, not a light thought ooiiM 
Msr be connected with the name or lieoptteolioD 
efPaotine. 

' in short, so completdly had I bebome absMe^ 
ed tmder the witdery of her voice and appev^^ 
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and t&e torrent of my own.Fecdleotid&s, 
^t Booh her words again fell on my ears uo* 
heeded^ and 1 ^lyen ceased to give indicaltoii that 
I knew she spoke to me. It was the suddeii 
eessatibn of the sound of her Toice, and then a 
Bulging, declaration, that ^^ she reallj belieT«d 
I did not mean to listeq to a sylkUe she sfdc^ 
aind an earnest irecomniendation to go to Made^ 
noiselle, my landlady's da]i{^teiv''*-*wbich ve^ 
^ed me to my senses. 

- By this time Fran^ois^ having guned kbiire^ 
or«.jb^g tired of acting as domestic, was Sgat» 
ing aiway in the dance; 

. ,^ How Tery little resemblance,^ I said, with 
a niew to break the pause which bad ensued-^ 
i^ bow Tery IttUe resemblance tbere is betmea 
you and ybnr brother.!^ 

^< Why dionld you ezpecik itP-^-^we afpe opt 
Delated by bkod.** 

<« Not related by blood !«^Are you not bia* 
Iher and sister 2^ 

^ I am only the adopted daughter of his At», 
4httr; but Mr Bemarde b kind—Jreiry^ tini. 
l^bms^ bis blopd rapii id n|y iieins, he ^eould iM 
love or treat me witb more warm affection.** 
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. << It is very odd I never sboald have knowB 
tliat^^ I observed ooldl j, feeling that there had 
been leim confidence than I thought myself eiu 
titled to. ' 

<< Why sQ?-**Eor what purpose should I tioa- 
ble you or any stranger with our domestic aiSaiis? 
If I have been left an unprotected Ynrphan, surely 
that misfortune is heavy enough without pro- 
daiming my dependence^ For, I am afraid, Mon- 
sieur le Capitaine, you do not know how proud, 
and perhaps ambitious, I am. The humbfe si- 
tuation I live iuj may, perhaps, brmost suitsdde 
to my real worth ; but I have here,^ putting 
ho: h^nd to her Ixrei^t, *< an incessant monitor, 
whidi reminds me what, bad not the hour of ad- 
versity visited my parents, I might have been — 
and what, if heaven wills, I may yet be.'* 

I apologised with earnestness, and ascribed 
the tone in which I had spoken to the pain I felt in 
iXNiceiving her silence had proceeded from want 
of confidence. *< It was,** I said,. ^* like death to 
jHy bbpes'of having, acquired the character of 
firteixd, that yoii considered: me as a strangec^^- 
at on^ unworthy of participating in your adver* 
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sides ; which, if it was in the power of nature, 
I would, with pleasure, bear, to ^ve you a mai 
ment*s peace— at least, Pauline, if you will only 
allow me that cold rank in your esteem, let me 
not know of it In charity, let me still delude 
myself with the belief that I am a friend." 

•* Delude yourself with the belief ! Alas ! I 
would be indeed unthankful-— worthless — ^were I 
ever to forget your warm, disinterested, gene- 
rous kindness. Do not — do not, I intreat you, 
say that you apologise-~No, no I — ^that becomes 
me. I have been pettish and angry, and given 
you pain, when I ought to have valued the 
motives which made you speak : but you must 
not visit this house so often — ^we must meet sel- 
domer— no more !— Every hour that passes will 
show you how little deserving Pauline is of yotir 
regard." 

I was going to speak, but she prevented me. 

*< I have done a twofold wrong, she added. 
Besides distressing you, I have been nlent on 
what is so honourable to my adopted father- 
though, while the words fall from my lips, my 
heart is torn with the recollection— -yet you 
flhall know all." Her vivadty disai^peared, 
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wd her features assumed an air of melancbdy 
almost stern* ** Cbanges in government, and 
other drcumstances,^ she continued, *^ reduoed 
my father to extreme indigence. He had onoe, 
when fortune was more favourable, been able 
to assist Monsieur Bemarde in a moment of 
difficulty— of expression. When I was left an 
orphan — ^without a relatiim except a brotiber, 
little older than myselff and as destitute^ my 
father's friendship was not £argpt. I wa» taj&eai 
into this family :^^my youthful giie& were a»> 
suaged by th^ tende]rness,-«<^nd, with the name 
of daughter, I have received every mark of 
love which could have been bestowed on a child 
of their bosom. I have shared in their prospe- 
rity, and th^y have not thought me unworthy of 
being their companion when the tide of hu«Qaii 
.afiairs set with violence against them. They 
have been indeed kind'— ^md I have had occa- 
sion for their benevolence :-i-In the ho^r of trial 
-x4ni that sad hour, they were not awantiog !^ 
Siie became sileot, andi with a slight degree o£ 
atwe, fixed her eyes intensely on one objeot, aai£ 
to prevent or. ooo^^ai the eff^ts of her ernqtiiM^. 
So^^dwg obviQudy had grossed her cecoUeo* 
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tion, which strongly disturbed the hanuony of 
her mind, and came with uawonled acuteness 
on her memory. I felt an ahnost inTindble 
inclination to be intrusted with the oaiaae ; but, 
afraid of touching the chord which ^ikeady 
vibrated so strongly^ I attempted to rally, by 
observing, with as mudi archness as I could 
throw into my demure features — ^ that whether 
Francois was her brother or not, I could easily 
see that she would soon have a claim to be Mon- 
sieur Bemarde^s daughter."* And yet i felt some- 
thii^ like a regret when my heedlessness had ut- 
tered, in jest, a fear which, calmly, I dared not 
contemplate. She put her hand on mine*-^ 

*< There, you are wrong again.-^Look^ do 
you see that little airy fluttering ^rl Frangois 
is wheeling round-^he would not forego the hap- 
piness he now enjoys for half the riches in Uie 
village* Ob no-4t is not Frcmgois.^ The em* 
phaas she laid on these last words made me re- 
pent that I bad touched on soch a sulyact. I 
never had suspected seriously that I had' a mval 
— but now her words imported that I was wrong* 
Jealousy instantly blew into a flame a pasmon, 
which, though already strong^ enou^ had yet 
been in such a xoanageaUe' state aft never to have 
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led me to an open declaration of lore. I totally 
forgot that I was in a public room, at the other 
end of which were a cronid of people, and that 
I chose the most absurd occa^on for my suit ; 
but I instantly began with a profession — << that 
my heart was her's — and that, without a return 
of affection, existence bad no farther blessings.^ 
Or rather I intended this to be the substance 
of my address—for I so interlarded it with my 
insufferable questions :— who, if Francois were 
not, could be my competitor P—was it Duchesne, 
or the Seigneur ? I danced so capriciously from 
one subject to the other, that, I believe, she 
did not very well know what I meant. She 
smiled and shook her head. I persevered, but 
without better effect I then tortured the poor 
girl with endless idle speculations as to the fa* 
voiured personage. At length I became fretful—- 
when, suddenly looking intently at me, a slight 
blush overspread her features— she put her hand 
over her face, and, peeping through her fingers, 
sud, with a tone and air that made me ten times 
worse:— 

«c Jtalons— Jealous !— So I have indeed con- 
quered a hero. Oh ! shameful defeat ! A gal- 
lant soldier captured by a silly country gitV 
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Save your laurels. Monsieur le Capitaine-i-for 
surely you are near perdition r 

<< I am near all loveliness,^ I answered, and 
endeavoured to stammer out some compliment 
<« Tolerably ¥^ell that for a taciturn EngKsh- ^ 
man,'" «he replied; who would rather be eon- 
vieted of any offence than be garrulous ; but the 
dancing is over, and the people are going to the 
next room. So, as you are my vassal, obey and 
follow me.'^ 

But I had gone too far to stop. I repeated 
diat I was serious, and intreated her not to trifle 
with a subject which now was inseparably inter- 
woven With my happiness. 

" You are right— It is time ; it is time,'' she 
said, hurriedly, ^^ that you should be undeceived, 
and that I should not a£fect^ spirits which are 
unreal-*— and be trifling and petulant when you 
are serious, and have done me such honour. 
—I am not fit for the partner of your life. Our 
rank-— our education— iour religion, are incom- 
patible. No independence could compensate be- 
ing received an unacceptable inmate in a family, 
whose affected condescensibn would be more in« 
tolerable than harshness. I have indeed been 
to blame not to see that I had unguardedly 
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given rile to * paauon stranger then meee friemi- 
ship. Misfortunes hwte aceompmied me through 
life. I am adding to their aeuteness by loy folly 
and lenty ;***-4iay, I am causing grief and pm 
to others. Yet, foriom as I would be if I I&st 
the support of my adc^ted father, was it a crime 
to trust to you as a friend under that fearful 
TisitaliaD wfaidi may—which my gloomy fears 
say, fnuit anive?^ She stopped, and that 
striking expression of hopeless woe, which 1 had 
so often previously remarked, clouded her fea- 
taxeSf and dimmed the fire of her eyes ;— but 
she recovered herself befcnre loould speak; and, 
intreating me to listen, ecMitinued-*^- 

" I nev^r can be your wife. Judge if you 
vouldy even if I could consent, have wished me 
to be so. CHi no I— *the despised, insulted cri- 
minal,--^ walked in public as a felon^^s not a 
bride to be oovetted— *and yet there was o ne ■■ *^ 
Her voioe fell, but I heard her mutter,— ^^ Yes ! 
1 then did require a friend— -but those were away 
who would have redeemed me with their blood.'* 

^^ Why, Pauline, indulge in such fancies. Doy 
Urn heaven's take, resist such vi^onary fears.— > 
There are enough of real cakmitiea in life««<*»why 
conjure vp false grounds of woe ?" 
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<< iMMtk i*^yM may be told by cHlierB ; we 
have B|nteAil and idle people itk the Tillage» 
and it is belter I should prevent you being 
ntisled^o^for short as our acquaintance hag 
been, and suddenly as it may terminate, I 
would bitterly^ and with tears, regret the loss 
of your good opinion. But come nearer this 
window ; these flowers wiH seem to occupy us, 
if the merriment of our friends should give 
tiiem time to think of, or even see me/ She 
tamed from the direction in which the dan- 
ciosg had been, and where only a few people 
yet remuned, and I, bending towards her, 
eagerly caught the whisper in which she pro- 
ceeded to tell her story. -^ 

** I had wandered till the close of the even- 
ing in the neighbourhood of, the fauxbourg 
with him-^*" 

« With Francois ?»• 

*^ No, no ; but with whom is immaterial. It 
was becoming dark- when we saw two gen- 
darmes approaching us with a prisoner. From 
his soiled uniform jacket he appeared to be a de- 
serter, and hung his head as he came near, and 
seemed anxious to conceal his face. One of the 
men said tauntingly,-— < Come, look up, what. 



' 
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afraid of a pretty girl ?^ I never liked these gen- 
darmesy and could not help answering, < Vous 
etes de mauyaises sujets ^ mal tndter ainsi un 
gar^n^ — ^un tel enfant' * Cela m^rite que je 
vous embrasse, ma belle,^ observed the other, and 
dismounted. I dung to— to— for protection.-^ 
He grappled the man, but in a moment was over- 
thrown^ and cut over the head with the sabre 
of the gendarme. I threw myself betweai them. 
The blow was about to be repeated, when the 
prisoner, who had turned to fly, looked at me 
for a moment and arrested the uplifted arm. 
I saw my brother,-— my imprudent brother, who 
had deserted from the regiment he had joined 
a few months before. I do not know what next- 
jpassed) but when I awoke, as it were from a 
dead slumber, the night was grey, my brother 
gone, and he at my side paler and fdnter than 
myself. I thought I descried, in the obscurity, 
some person approaching : My fears made me 
imagine that I heard the beat of a horse^s feet : 
We hastened down a hollow road close to us, 
and regained the fauxbouig. I did not dread 
any personal evil consequence ; and he, at my 
earnest intreaty, promised to conceal himself lest 
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any search should be made for him. Next day 
however, the door of our house was opened by 
offioersof justice of the court at Arras. I was ap- 
prehended. I cannot tell you what they sidd, or 
how they described me, in their insolent mirth, 
-^while I, alarmed lest he also was a prisoner, 
gazed wildly round me. I was dragged into 
the streety^-exposed to my friends and neigh- 
bours, as a felon, proclaimed as the idle fol- 
lower of a camp, as the outcast of the town, 
—my blood rushed to my temples, and my 
cheeks burned with shame. I staggered, and 
they pointed at me. As I passed, I heard the 
sco£& and hootings of those who were more for- 
tunate, but I am sure not more innocent. I 
did not hear very distinctly, for my senses be- 
came blunted,— yet the murmur reached me 
—I think I hear it now :— * Lucky for her fa- 
ther that he died before his daughter disgraced 
herself and him. If she has a spark of feeling, 
she will rejoice that she saw his head laid in the 
grave.' I rejoice that I survived him — rthat I 
lost the best friend the world could give 1 — I 
felt a beating at my heart — a convulsion which 
almost suffocated me. "Even now it returns.^-* 

f2 
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She put her hand on her breast, which throb- 
bed tumultuously. 

** My good girl, you pain yourself by the^ 
recollections : We will speak of something else, — 
you had better leave this room, — the heat is op- 
pressive.'** 

"No I stay a moment. I had time to recover 
calmness in prison. I was informed that I would 
be liberated if I declared who was the person with 
me that aided a deserter to escape. I refused : 
I told them I did not dread hardships ; — I felt 
th^ bare stone, which chilled my very blood, 
more grateful than the soft chair on which the 
judge sat. This was called insulting the court. 
I am sure I meant no ill. But I was despe- 
rate, for they whispered that they would force 
me to confess. They endeavoured to deceive 
me, by saying he had surrendered, and they 
were only trying my firmness. Indeed, he was 
nearer than they thought — almost as near as 
he is now:" — she checked herself, and hastily 
added-—** He was in the very passage, and 
coming to purchase my release by delivering 
himself up ; but Francois forced him awdy. I 
was threatened, reviled, and then sent again to 
prison. But I would not speak! I was re- 
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soXred ratli^r to die than hdt^j I At length, 
good Monsieur Bernarde was able to obtain 
my libeifation. I could not-«I was too proiid 
to give any explanation to tb^ neighbours, 
and, therefore, returned covered with the oblo- 
quy of a hundred ftlse reports. Yet my kind, 
adopted parents did not look unfavourably on me 
because I had been degraded, and was thus re- 
viled. But, sir, why is your manner so changed ? 
Why do you look in that manner ? Indeed 1 
was innocent. The slander was false. Was it a 
crime to free my brother ?" 

I put my finger to my lips, and pointed to 
what had called off my attention. Several gen- 
darmes had entered, followed by a crowd of 
pe<^le. 

** I do not know, Pauline, whether my sus- 
picions are right or wrong ; but you said some- 
thing about a certain person not being far off; 
and I know that these men are in search of some 
offender. I heard them say to the Maire, when 
I was passing this way, that they had now ac- 
curate information.^' 

Her colour faded as she turned toward the 
direction I looked in. Her eyes flailed, and she 
knitted her brows as if to obtain surer vinon; 
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her limbs trembled ; and I scarcely could prevent 
her from falling. 

" Be composed, for heaven's sake !«— recollect 
yourself ! Do not let your agitation betray him !" 

^^ Save, save him !" she faintly articulated. 

^< Alas ! I know him not ; and, even if I did^ 
I cannot, personally, interfere. Is he in the 
room ? if he is in the kitchen, he is beyond all 
salvation !" 

The entry of the gendarmes had caused con- 
siderable sensation; and the people flocked toge- 
ther to see what would be the result. 

<' There is no offender concealed here— -I have 
told you so before, and I presume you do not 
mean to doubt my word? However,* satisfy 
yourselves; but I caution you to beware how 
you overstrain or exceed your power,^ said old 
Bernarde, with more firmness and spirit than I 
could have anticipated, 

" Of that we shall judge," answered the gen- 
darmes. ^^Shut thedoor there,and.let noone pass.^' 

Francois obeyed; and they, taking down a 
rude wooden frame, in which were stuck several 
candies,«.the only light in the room except the 
lamp, which glimmered in the windows,-— pro* 
ceeded to commence their search. 
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I waited for Pauline's reply. She hastily 
looked round ; then, pulling me aside, pointed 
to a small square wicket, on an opening com- 
municating with a lane. , It was not so dose as 
to exclude altogether the noise of voices with* 
out ; and I had before, from time to time, caught 
the peculiar tone and expres»ons— ^^ Try again 
—try— luck will turn — see now." In fact, the 
individual, who had been, so expert at the butts, 
and whose peculiar physiognomy had so power- 
fully attracted my attention, had been driven, 
by the rain, from the place at which be formerly 
held his lev^e, and had taken up his quarters at 
the end of the auberge, where he and his com- 
pany bad the advantage of being screened by a 
projecting roof. Pauline opened the wicket ; 
but the wind, which had risen, and now whist* 
led in fitful gusts down the entry, rendered it 
impossible to whisper the tidings to whoever was 
her confidant She stretched out her hand to- 
wards the man. 

«^ For heaven s sake/' I said, drawing her arm 
back, *^ do not trust that person. His appear- 
ance speaks, forebodes every thing which is bad !'* 

^^ That is fte" she said, in a deep and cop* 
vulsed tone. 



/ 
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* 

I lUrtsd back'-^i felt as if tay heart had sttd- 
dettfy lost the power of $cdcm, md my biood 
reouun«d motionleM in my treinift. Paulina, the 
most sedachsg, attractive,-*-the most aioiabte giti 
I had ever met, had cbosen tcft thd partner of 
her Iifey»-««-the object of her affeetionsy— *tbe 
sharer of her happiiiess,-»^the coarse, disfigured, 
repulsive-looking &llow whom I had seen at 
the butt8> She read the thoughts which hurried 
thnm^ my mind, «* He is good and honour- 
able^^ ^e said with the most impressive earnest- 
ness, << you do not know him yet,-^but hesiti^ 
not* For his sake— for mine—- by your love, 
-^by the emotions which a few short nnnutes 
ago burned in your breast, I conjure you to 
rescue him,^— save him ! Alas ! I can do no- 
thing but sit down and die/' She sunk for a 
moment on the bench, then sprung up^ aad 
grasping me by the arm,-^*^ You have his life 
in your power,'^ she exclaimed, <^you can ac- 
complish any thing, — call in your men, and use 
your own right hand. — It has already served you 
4^;ainst more fearful odds. I would not stand 
cold and unmoved and see you,-^a stranger, an 
aben, almost an enemy, suffer one pang so acute 
as the least which now tcnrtures my Imain.'* 
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^ Ala», PaaHne ! I Aettt not twe my auHhorky 
fbrtfaat purpose, — and die poor feBoW is bejood 
iby reach, ami the wind howb do, that it id in 
vam to expect my Toice coofd readi him. 

^< Then I shall act myself," and throwing my 
horse-cloak over her shoalders, and pulling my 
forage-cap oriei' her eyes,— *< Make way for tfcc 
KngKsh officer," she called to Francois ; wht«- 
pered to him some words, passed, and the door 
closed as the crowd followed the gendarmes 
from the kitchen. 

* Pranjois came hurriedly to me. " Paufine,** 
he said, ^ is desperate,'*^she has lost all self- 
possession ; and unless Duchesne !— '* 

** Good Heavens ! what do you mean ? Can 
that man be Duchesne ?*' I loudly exclaimed.— 
Then aware of my imprudence, as I saw Pran- 
(;ois look anxiously round, and put his finger on 
his Hps, I hastily extinguished the lamp, and 
desiring him to lock the door, and conceal him- 
self in the confusion, I rushed to the wicket 
flapping backwards and forwards with the wind, 
and I reached it just in time to distinguish a 
person, rdled in my cloak, pass with the utmost 
rapiuily down the lane. 

'* Biit there must not be alence,^ exdaimed 
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Pauline without, <^ and I can scarce articulate^F^ 
my eyes are dim^— -my heart will not beat,— *Is 
there no one to assist him ? Francis ! — ^Mon- 
sieur le Capitaine !'' — and she sunk down,— 4ind 
was carried away, 

<< Poor thing," observed Lamey, who had 
contrived to sleep himself sober, and then had 
been gambling, but with very little success,— > 
<< I see how it is,-— sweet creature,— it is we 
that are resistless— the same all over the world, 
— but burn me if they catch him this bout !— so 
here's at it,^^— then with a power of mimicry, 
and with better French than I had ever giveu 
him credit for possessing,— -he imitated the mono- 
tonous and unvarying repetition of— «^^ try again, 
—try : luck will turn. See, now,"— <« 111 be 
d d if it does," he added, in English, " if I 
play for myself, I lose all my money, and when 
for him, away go all the plates and the cups, 
and the- Try again — Luck will turn — See 

now !" 

As the lights advanced, I again peeped through 
the wicket — ^the lane was clear. *< Larney,'* said 
I, ^* my good fellow, give me your cap and 
make ofip.^ He so far obeyed, at the same time 
indicating, by a broad grin, that he waa < up' ta 
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« 

* 'the whole business, and had no objection that it 
should be more serious. 

*^ I'll stand by your honour, if agreeable, in 
case-**-*— -" 

<' No, no ;" I answered, " we must not be 
seen together. Instantly away !" 

** I'll not be out of whistle, anyhow;'* he re- 
plied, and slipped aside. 

The room was now a scene of uproar. Fran- 
cois had retreated to the kitchen, and esca- 
ped by the window. The gendarmes, less cal- 
culated, with their great boots and spurs, and 
clanking sabres, for such feats of agility — and 
with their suspicions increased to a certainty, by 
finding the door locked, — stormed, and raged, 
and swore — and, at length, converting a long 
bench into a battering-ram, obtained outlet. 
The presence of this municipal or military force, 
— ^it is di£5cult to say which class they belong to, 
—-seemed to have dissipated the crowd as by a 
charm. When they stalked forth, twisting and 
curling their whiskers, in very spite and dis- 
appointment, they had the whole village to them- 
selves. For a moment they were on the alert, 
on perceiving a man, with crouching posture, 
running close under the shade of the opponte 
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i¥aIl-*--but a hoarse laugh from Lamey was their 
only reward ; and they walked away, conferring 
on him sundry blessings, wluch he would have 
found it very diiBcult to match even in his own 
native tongue. 

I lingered about until every thing seemed 
quiet — and then returned, anxious to inquire 
after Pauline. I met her, leaning upon Francois* 

^< My dear Pauline," I said, << I am ashamed 
at my want of resolution. Believe me, if I had 
possessed a moment to collect my thoughts, I 
would have devoted myd^ to you— -to Du- 
chesne."" 

<( Oh— no reflections like these,* she answered, 
<* have you not once risked your life for me,— 
and now did not you enable me to secure Ms 
escape. Have I not occasion to be happy— 
when he is safe — when I have your good wishes 
— and my own approbation. But I must de- 
part. Either I or Francois will explain all to 
you. You are one of M5," she added, "and 
have been too little made our— or, should I say, 

my confidant again adieu, perhaps, for ever ;*" 

and she hurried away with Francois. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



" My vadets would beard the very devU, fthougfa 'twere to 
win but sugar to their sack.** 

TkiiJiigutri 

FROBABX.T from my having ventured abroad 
prematurdy, the wound on my forehead became 
so mflamed and painful, and my aspect 90 bag* 
gard, that, next morning, Blue went tif his own 
accord to CanAray for a surgeon, and I was^ in 
consequence of his visit, committed, until farther 
orders, a close prisoner to my chamber-^^trict 
ii^nettons being seczttly left with Bhie to ad- 
mit no person into my presence, 

I was a good deal annoyed at this restraint on 
my moticms, as I was impatient?— almost fever, 
ish, to know the result 4>f the last night's adven- 
ture. I, therefore, as the best alternative, tokl 
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my servant to let Larney know that I desired 
him to come to me immediately. In a few mo- 
ments the answer was brought that Larney, 
having been out after hours, the night before, 
was a prisoner as well as myself, — and, accord- 
ing to Bluets account, expected medicine even 
more nauseous than any that would fall to my 
share. I then desired Blue to go to Monsieur 
Bemarde's, and inquire how the family were,— 
and say that I was desirous of seeing the land- 
lord, or any of the household :— " Now, remem- 
ber," I added, " that you are not to return vrith 
one of your silly grins, and a long story which 
no human being can understand. I give you a 
distinct message, and I require a distinct and 
peremptory answer.'' 

" Assuredly, sir," answered Blue, *< I'll bring 
nae auld wife's maundrells — If I did, seeing my 
education and your honour's direction, I ought 
doubtless to bear the furca. The, Roman s * ' 
but observing that I had no inclination to listen 
to his digression, he abruptly disappeared. 

After what I thought a most unreasonable 
lapse of time, he came back, and, with a smile of 
great complacency, informed me, that Monsieur 
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Bernarde was busy preparing viands for a great 
entertainment, given by one of our regiments in 
cmnpliment to their new colonel, who had re- 
cently joined — 

*^ Entertunment r' I repeated — "new colo- 
nel ! — ^what the deuce does the fellow mean ?" 

^< O ! nae doubt to take his share o't. It is a 
custom, excellent baith in principle and practice, 
having the authority"— 

" Be so good as trouble me with none of your 
learning, sirrah. Say, where, in the name of 
stupidity, have you been ?" 

« Been ! Why, sir, at Cambray-^-at Mon- 
sieur Bemarde's of the Gouden Leeuw,''as the 
Dutch call it — (though that's no mpre like Lion 
d'Or than Leaden Bear) — and he has been dead 
for three months. Then I went to Mon»eur 
Bernard of the Pot d'Etain ; and his wife, as I 
said** — 

" At Cambray ! — ^the Golden Lion ! — the Pot 
d'Etain !" 

" Yes, sir ; and since the landlord cannot 
get away, his lady, with the goiiphered quelling, 
and permusted mittens,, will be with your honour 
anon. It being, as I explained, a pressing mat- 
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ter, akhMgh your hoacwr had ooutled lo give 
me the reaaoiia'' 

I looked at the felW for acmie monieat^ al^ 
most thinking this was a piece o£- lU^tiiBed fooit- 
erj; buty perceiving nothing in his fiioe bul the 
expresmo of solemn and importimt gtaxityy I 
thought it would be as usdew aa oruel id k>se 
my tanpev even at this.vexatious crow pinrpoee ; 
so, without undeceiving him, I desired that, 
when the Lady of the Pewter Goblet caaie, she 
should be sent to the billet of the major, with 
whom I was on a very intimate footing, with a 
message that I begged hkn to agree with her for 
a dasen oe two of vin doux^ recMunended a^ be* 
nefieial to an invalids I further resolved to 
make inquiry mysetf as to Pauliiie, whenever like 
heat of noon was past. Unfortunately, however, 
I slumbered so long, that evening had set in be- 
fore 1 awoke, or, rather, was half-awakened by 
the sound of Blue's voioe proceeding from the 
outer door. 

<< Impossible ! I could not think o^t, ma^am. 
The mediciner would make m^ swalkyw the 
drogufis mysell,"^ 
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" Pour ua momeat-^-seolemeot pour im mo- 
ment.** 

^^ Un, seule-^aeulement i The like of that, 
na» oa; I say again in good French, non possible ; 
and, I may add, non decent— non correet^-but 
I cannot baud the door ajar a^ night V* 

** C'est Monsieur le Capitaine !" 

<* I ken that brawly. Think ye I have served 
a matter of twenty-sax years, and dinna ken my 
master is a Captain. Gae shoe the geese r 

^* Stupid blockhead !" I exclaimed, hatf-sleep- 
ingi half waking ; ^^ send her at once to the Ma- 
jor—why detain the woman there with your un. 
intelli^ble chattering ?" 

** Voyez ! you have wakened my master !«- 
There is reason in what he saysi— -vera right !" 
muttered Blue-^^^ ane as weel as anither-^A 
Monsieur tbeMa]or,ma*amseIle-»vouscomprenez 
— a gauche — so toute suite^^toute suite !" 

EUJf an hour afterwards. Blue came with cof-^ 
fee into my room. " Why," I said, ri»ng 
peevishly from my slumbers, " do you not at 
once obey my orders^ instead of jabbering so ever- 
lastingly in your mountain slang. Be so good. 
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henceforth, as to deliver the message I order. I 
cautioned you about that matter to-day ahready.'* 

<< From the ancient friendship atween the 
Scotch and French, the twa languages, according 
to our best historians*'— 

<^ The deuce take all historians, if they gave 
you an excuse for prating. I desire, sirrah, you 
will keep your learning to yourself." 

** I was unaware,'' answered Blue, in a some, 
what humbled tone, << I didna ken,'precee8ely, 
your wishes anent that particular ; nor that mair 
was to gang to the Major than ane. If I had 
thought that you meant the young wpman"— 

^' Young woman I Why P Who was you 
chattering to half-an-hour ago ? Was it not the 
landlady from Cambray, whom you stupidly*'-— 

" Oh ! I cry your pardon. Sir : not in any 
manner the same, nor similar. Na, na! the 
young woman was a berry ^brown ae-fauld lass- 
no turned of eighteen — and, I canna deny^ of 
comely face and figure. She ettled sair to win 

in." 

<< Did she mention her name ?'* 
" I daur say she did." , 
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<* What was it ? • 

^' 1 coold not charge my memorjr, seeing she 
spoke in a foreign tongue; and which was natural.** 

^ Was it Pauline P" 

^' It's no easy for me just to say ; but I would 
not wonder gin that is as like it as ony thing else.*' 

<* And she was wishful— anxious, to see me ?" 

<< Beyond all discretion, your honour. 

<* And you refused her entrance P Zounds, 
what right had you to deny admittance to 
any person inquiring for me, yon d6lt-^yoa 
dotard !»' 

<< Sir, she was a lone woinilni and genty in 
mak and manner, wi' an e'e— 4i wicked, danger- 
ous e*e — and the doctor forbade company — ;and 
ye, with jpatent voice, desired she might be 
directed to the major's,— and with great reason, 
foi'' 

But seeing me spring up with much more 
wrath than probably he was accustomed to wit* 
ness, he precipitately retreated; and I, forget* 
lag my ailments, threw off my dresmng-gown ; 
and, equipping myself as fast as I could, has- 
tened to the major's billet. 

** WhereV your master?^ I said to the senrant 

a 
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He haVt, sir, been at boQiKe mfr ihe mem* 
i^.<*-«*D« \s Qi^ Ab^t tbe ?i|giiie0r8 after a 
ispteb #(w^eii Yotent .9od one BIueonK a isibek 
dog,— -and a blessing it t>^s» .&r jan be bad 
f^eo»^ Z. seed) » wqiwp s^^edJifce a bit of ver- 

" Gppd beavepss . ha^e .txwtter;«. optu^ i lio. this. 
They di^jiiot ;tr^at the |H)$)r girl JCPAgbly T 

",Popr girl l-Tti!^hy M^te ^. be in ar.poor 
(enoi^ ii^y^T-i¥>^J9^ ;to.b^ ^v^3redi;-*4«t 
p)heis.??V6llj^ to,Uoi|«y byitbU tpime of fioite, 
gin the ould jingle hold togither," 

^< Y/Qu are $u^ ^e:^a9.a iHdfiPQeri^" 
.»*SAyMan44n|/i»0oiftI SfaftJ^^qrin^ Gaplain; 
?ril}*«« 9r»;f*?W .wea^^wde^lilw the. Heavy 
Blues's kettle-drums/^ 

. Tbqr^fiOQul4}J>e.«9PdQubt of whatbad^ap- 

p^j^^ i.IritMiu^M W*yi?prag«d and distiitflsed 

S^W;^y?"i^WPJ^^y.^ Wt having distiBigMipbed 

Pj^^ne's.iy^; :;^nd lM\tfr]y ^p]mmBtei m 

YrtM^ ,*f R J flW^y J^te?- I h%d n0t, boveXflf^ 
proceeded far, before, j J j^^^ t^i^fgajiig 
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officer oomttianding peimbif I, tbwght im ap- 
pearance and gait extreinri]r;lik!9 JMtn^y^M i^ but, 
tm I knew ibe poorifeUow was: in .cwfio^ineBt, 
I^as hursytqg on^ totidlytat^ loss what. t^do^ 
when^ iDtmjr astanishment, Xai»ey.«tep|ied up 
to' Qj" 'ndeL ' ' 
. ^ 4«:iWhat the diBOfle idoet all :thU)Oieftn TV^I 
iaqukvd. ** Whj, Jjaraey, I thought you 
bad been under armt ?' 

<< Is k arrest that your, hociom swd?'' Oh 
no, your bonowy-^o. mcire than duty Is . a. bad 
3 enough arrest at any £ine/' . . 

^ Wb^t 1 did not BUie.bring yo^i a. massage 
from me this morning P" 

^ A message does your honour mean ? Sor- 
row a bit; and for this blessed, reason^ that I 
have-not been favoured wkb the sight of .Blue's 
fttee^^-p^and that^s only an ^ordinary one» . t ho a o 
two days borne to4mQn;ow at thia.liine pr 4m 
hour tsoonev, wfaiol^ . makes no differ«f' 

*f The measureless kiiaire^'* I exoiaimed, :OTer* 
come with rage. ^* To palm such a .delibenite 
fdsehood on. mei So* j/uur fQ!Te8t9r«*«the foolish 
alory <£ the Oambray jiia^tana^^ the new : oebloel . 
and the landfad yjM i ' j 1'^ 
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•< The colonel and the landladjf " 

«^- Was all fabrication.'' 

^ The colonel and a landlady is it ? I 
could not presume to say that, Captun. These 
are matters, under favour and saving your 
honour's presence, and having no meaning to 
offend, that don*t concern me ; but it reminds 
me of what I had to proffer when I took die 
freedom of speaking to your honour. The 
young woman,— Ma'amsdle Paulinei ■ '^ 

« So you also have learned—*^" 

^* Learned ! Not much of that^ your honour,-^ 
as little as possible any how: • seeing in my 
country, schooling is——" 

** Well, but you have heard of Pauline,-**of 
the person you mentioned just how ?" 

^' Heard ! Oh heard, does your honour mean ? 
Heard, true enough,«->«nd who coukl not ?— 
She was in deadly grief, and would have given 
bev right hand to have spoken to jfou • the 
matter of a moment or less, if you could not 
give more. She said all depended— i**—*' 

** Ay, and Blue, that obstinate mule, whom, 
against my better judgment I have persisted in 
keeping about me, drove her away." 
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• » Fevar barn him, say I ; he had better been 
sleeping——** 

"Was she alone?'* 

<^ Sorrow a soul with her but herself, and 
that was bad company, as I seed from her eyes 
that had been weeping. So seeing I could do 
little, I inquired, (that being polite,) after, the 
gentleman with the face, but she kept her lips 
the oloiser, and claisped her h^uids and sobbed." 

*^ fiut ' why, Lamey, did not you come to 
me,«^iniMaHtIy oome to iBe,-«*insist on being 
lidmittedf and knock ipy rascal down if he re- 
fused." 

** And did not I ? that is, as far as I could; 
and more is not to be expected from no man.— I 
would have taken some liberties with Blue^--*- 
and for this reason, that your honour says it 
would not have been disagreeable, saving to 
him, of which he would no doubt be sinsible. 
but be was too ould a bird to be caught ; so he 
skipped the door in my cheek before I got.my 
hands gathered, I standing attention afore an 
offioer*s quarters. Ma'amselle cried bitterwhen 
I said I would lay my kit and a month'^s pi^. 
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tbat! jrour hoobiul would supj^rt^r^-ppotetf her, 
—your honour, I said Jightj for. I acoiu am 
untruth,— ay, were all the buifcibaiUeSi fort so 
I suppose they b^ though bewhiskeved and 
bequeued— *-'* 

<^ I imgh^ Lamey, bsre been then of som^ 
use, buttiow-— ^'^ 

<< fSHe said, ah {dejase you^ thail she bad mat- 
ter oF lif ^ and death to tdl« And^ wilb^Hl 
ineaniiig mj disrespect, now. is never to^ late 
when a young wodmua has a tear ia faner e^ 

^^ She is olT to X)eai^, in the ciMody of g|^ 
darmes." 

"Oh! diiervs of diet woidd,^ enelainied 
Larney, witb almost a dinak v£ ladi^QfitioafT-T 
^* and she never td say a w<HNl><tf tbe-saioie b^ni^ 
— fiihe bad not known my father's' son any hqw/' 

^* What ought or can I' dov hewrenloaly 
knowst.'* 

«< If I might be so bbld^" answered Laroey) 
after a coixsiderablepanse^. <^as ^e eoiinsel Co 
ag^ti^mius^ and he mjroiffnibaikdiDg offiadf, I 
wo«ild^reicoiafaiend inyi exaanpLe; I would be 
aflfer the' pisrty, yoiaf hmourt'! And Liroeyl 
touching his cap, with infinite military respect. 



I 

hurried away }u6t kiriimb to r^tieiTb the oexl 
•edtindt 

I tfaougblr Ibekbt ought mttc^beilbbik^vH 
1 cadld do Pauline nfO other good- tbati gwuig 
for her such comforts as monisy could piocw^t 
:tbal would be at least amelidratiQg, sftMaHe <kf':the 
niseriegc^ her CdncUtioQ. I^ thpr^otfei witbo>|V 
^enlatioB, bartened to Cambray, aiid» hiriflg the 
moat oqmfortable aad' exp^dkiousr' tehide I 
could get^ {Npooeeded to Doitayaafaat afrtbo 
faoifees could draw the oarriaff^ 
'- On my arrival at my former host'^Si 1 g^lM 
his high aiqprobatioa by orderiog a supper aftepr 
his own taste, stipulating always the abs^M^f 
of the veal and sorrel. I then intreated hi| 
advice how to get access to the prison of tbe^ 
town,-r*^wfaere I presumed Pauline woidd 'be 
confined. He did not seem to be fond of the 
subject, and, with many shrugs and grimacesi 
protested his utter aviersion to the very name 
pf a place of confinemeat, and that he * had a 
particular disrelish to any familiar acquaintance 
with the gentlemen who presided in or over 

» 

such establishments* He- recommended me. 
however, to wait on the head civil authority. 
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M anjr application to the mere concierge Taight he 
misinterpreted, — adding, at the same time, that 
it would be well to prepare for the worst, as of- 
ten such inquiries were followed by oonsequenoes 
of a very personal nature. 

The civil authority lived not farolF— so^ hur- 
rying thither, I knocked at the door and was 
speedily adrnktedi I must not, however, have 
expressed myself very intelligibly,- for, instead 
of being ushered into Monsieur Croxette^s apart- 
ment, I was introduce into a l^rgo saloon, bait 

ftitl of gaily-dressed ladies and gentlemen : And, 
to my increased astonishment, the first salutatimi 
I received, was a low curtsey from a very beautK 
ful woman, whom I instantly recognised to be 
the fair unknown of Madame Paulet*s garden. 

I muttered some words in apology for my ap^ 
pearance, and endeavoured to explain — that I 
wished to see Monsieur le Maire upon very 
particular and pressing business. She seemed 
somewhat surprised at my words, and,, for a 
moment, coloured deeply, and hesitated ; — bu^ 
resuming her composure, she directed the ser- 
vant to hand me a chair, and requested me to 
tit down : As the fellow approached, I thought 
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I dbtJUgiusbed, by bis scowling brow, tbe xufian 

'wba.bad to. zealously obeyed bis master^s orders 

an. the caivem,^~and a confused recoHectbn of 

' Ae' Seigneqr's words rose in my mind. I bent 

a k^n and inquiring glance upon Meunier, but 

^he.sbttnned my g^ze, uid walked away. . I 

turned to the l^idy »— -sbe seemed much a^tated, 

—and in vain was endeavouring to appear in- 

.terested in the fate of a game at Ecartesr^ at 

whteh two officers of the French garrison were 

playing, with a pile of gold before them, and 

nearly concealed by a crowd of betters, anxioi;^ 

ly ^abiding the result. 

" I am afraid, roadam,'^ I said, in a low voice, 

the moment I could catch her attention, << that 

-I am under a double mistake. I have been un« 

wittingly ushered into the public room, when I 

.widied to s^e Monsieur le Maire in private,-— 

;iand, I presume, from several circifmstances, tbft 

this is not even Monsieur Croxelle's bouse. I 

:am sorry to interi^upt you, or give you any 

.tfoubl^, but my mission will not brook dejiay.*' 

She remained silent for a moment. I tlK)ught 

she trembled, and laboured under a difficulty of 

.eififprewiig . h^i^elf, At . length, a^er ; having 

g2 
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a whisper, begged m&tol eoo^e^ l^A h«r dd«& 
in ano^eraiforetiieiit;^— >-aiict I fblkywiid her into 
a small back room, at tfee^ extremity 6f' a bug 
and winding paasage. The -window, eu€ divnti 
to the Hboty was open to the garden, asfd neatly 
fiBed with aromatic shrubs^ whidi, notwithstand- 
ing the lateness of the season, loaded ibe air 
with fragranee. There was just as much moon- 
light as threw a glare along the wall, and t<Si re- 
fleeted fh>m a large mirror, bnt' the lower end Of 
tbe room was dark. 

<* I speak to an Englisbman^-«id a man of 
honour;* observed the lady. 

<< I hope I may say you do, mudam.* 

<^ And you have come to I^ouay, es^pa^essfjr 
to see the civil power— ^* 

^ That is my sole errand^-and I tegr^ tn^ 
moment which retards its' execution. It is an 
affidr of liffe and death, — it concerns mahy !** 

She took hold of my hand, and' led me Icl 
wards the light She w2B pale as ashesi ^>^ 
shook so violently, that she was obliged to lean 
against the wall for support. * 

<« I know it dl,** she sud, <* I havd I(H% Am- 
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taeiLitFMbiil be.w«M^ iiot.be;pef8imded>ir-^^ 
are ftU lofit^fuiiied^^beiMr^ed !^' 

" Alaa 1 madam, ypu say too troly^;-— would 
ta heav^ I ctiohi hav^ preveated it, but iny 
dn^ ferbada— I had uo optioD* The qvil 
power i$i I am afirud, pei:£ect]y aware of ^theexr 
iaience of the plot» and /K>0n will discov^ every 
infividual connected with it. I deeply x^egcet 
tli0'di6cloaure»— 4uid will the more so if you, by 
youraalf^ as I jdread from your words — or by 
your 'friends, whom I acknowledge I know to be 
imp&at^ in dus hopeless adventure^x-rrr 



^^ And you are oti the wAy**«*^^esirous to 
a ce ■ ' o n purpose to commumcajbe with the 
ciTil power ! ■ .1 ^ - 
, <^I have, not a m^maot to lose-***! h^a^e been 

« 

too long here— — .^ She grasped me with in«. 
carim^ violen0e-HU^, mtreating mercyv threw 
Ibecsolf at my feet , 

I raised her, and would have asked an cac-» 
planation-^hpw I eould remove her fears ; but 
the sQwd of voices rung jJong the passage. She 
qpfjuQg iipide— thp o^ur camis to her chee^,. 
and then left them as deadly pide as beforet* 

<<AU IB yet walli^. shi? eTcciajffifiir^g ^^ajjL^haU 
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be safe. Dekmneau's Yierves are ttrotig-^and^ 
our fate desperate. 1^ f you are my prisoner ;* 
and she took bold of my arm and gasped it 
violently, but ber resolve instantly gav« way : — 
Fly f"^ she added, leading me to^ the window; 
Through me, at least, you shall receive no 
harm— -I trust all to your honour ^to your ge- 
rodty. Fty ! if my brother etiters you are lost 
-^you will not breathe the aipof heaven a ^mo* 
ment. He is fierce — reokless : I know nol^why 
he entertains against you, a stranger, a morut 
hatred — unless because you are an EtigUshaMin';^ 
and air yournation are as basilisks in bis sight 
The day your armies entered Franee,' deprived 
him of his rank-^his estates,— made him a'd§* 
pendant on the precarious bounty of a distant 
relation— of a royalist ! ■' 

** I shalt not move a footstep— I care little tcft 
his wrath or spleen ;-— and the purpose of my 



visit* 



** For heaven s sake,' be not so rash. He' is 
impetuous^— turbulent-— almost implacable; can 
you doubt my sincerity when I speak thus- of a 
brother? Fly H-l-seeing yoii here would W 
enough to throw him into tb^ most ^nj^overiK 
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flfae pQvis^ 1^ instadt, ^^ If yoii think niy inters 
in ypUr.f^te^.at a moment when but. a shout 
would .briQg your death«bl0W| deserves a.return 
T^rtel^nt in ypur purpose— betray us. not-rbUve 
pil^Trrbave mevcy on my brother-— on his sister V* 
The.voi^ of both the Seigneur and his ,s^r* 
vtat was BOW distinctly .audible. At first, I felt 
an. unconquerable repugnance at making. a» i^ 
^anws. retreat, and determined to resist aiQkd 
def«o4 my^lf* Bu^9 when I again reflected on 
timliXth: chance I had of prevailing-— the risk, 
at alL jeventSi of being disabled, and thus being 
pn^eoted from assisting Pauline*--! resolved lo 
rea^rvp all personal cont^t for another and. more 
fftvouisable . oea«sion* A great judge in. these 
matters .is decidedly of ofHrnon^ that. «^ the beti^ 
part of valour is discretion.^ ..Besides, His im- 
possible, or it would be very imprudent, at all 
times 'to be practically a kn^ht-^errant ; and,. I 
iieliev^ I.neser did a wiser thing than > when 
I leaped, irom the window to tibe buslies below ; 
jsnd|sScaroeIy evea bidding a tender adieu to the 
-fiur sisteh .whose sbftvoiee ioUowed.me in taint 

111 ^ ' 

mtiri^uirs^ injbMatkig liie.to pity.h^j^tand foigiye 



tbr "vi§Uta(<e of het iMthei^ ina^ godd. ttjr '^f 
tfif^3i^ ai'v^y entftngled Ibicftcit; 'ffiid> m^few^ 
mitiiitdi^ by senmibliDg ot«l* a 'wall, gaineid 'a tdN- 
row Btiitet, <jo6e to the foot of iIk rttsparta 

My^ iittiaiaoii, however,, still 'vevq^iijied radier 
awkVin*d. I hod no*«^i!d-i-I had left mj ciqp 
antoiig the bufifaes— and my clothes werer covered 
with dust and lime. This was not a Te«y Ukdy 
dxet» in which to gain admission to the tesidenca 
of the civil authority, although. it might operate 
most powerfuDy to obtainr a liighf s higmgin the 
jail. I therefore turned towards the hotel ; aiad^ 
by^orotn^hing under the shade of the houses, coo^ 
trifed, by a circuitous noute^ to escape without 
challenge; and, reaching die Porte-ooehdre^ IJ^T^ 
fvdly sought repose in the first unocciq>ied room 
Imet^ and, caUiAg for theg«ir(on,I soon removed 
all tmees of my adveftture. 

I thought that I should now change my iaode 
of operiOion, . and infibrm the Maireof tl^mu 
tare' of my request, befere I . made any per* 
sonal iqppHcation. I therefore wrote a few 
lines to Monsieur CroxeUe, candidly mentioning 
the interest which I took in the fate of the young 
woioaii who, I understood, bad betalirougbt a 



prlsbneftlkt'Wy day to SbUftyi In a f^W'tdi- 
nutlsflr, a veiy potite altetve^ wds' Iretiirri^' tllAt 
the latfy Had' already ISeen re(;^sed, ailA| pk¥^ 
ratDiy to going Botne, afd she walS' much i^itat^, 
wouM remahif a short titae in Mdasleur CtoJ^eltiAs 
houftey wfiere, at pitsent^ she woifld be glad- tb 
see me. I instantfy sprung up; atidVin thcf Cott- 
fusion of my joy, drew on the fnadfe iVuSM'M 
operatire cap, (be, at the instant; iitiristib^^oti 
bringing in* supper, and standing tkndoVe^ed otft 
oftespect,) and hurried away with themeisseiige^. 
The door ant the Maire^ bouse opened*— *I leaped 
up hiar&a^ozen steps at'a bGKiBi(l*-«entered tbe 
apartment an obitequidus fobtman boivvd mb 
ioto^^rushed towards the fkhr objeet of my seaivh 
— ^nd received, almost in my arms^ th^ lank, 
raw-boned, perfumed hostess of the Pot d'Etohi. 
I gaped with mute ifetoni^hin^nt, and^ stbod 
erect as if I had been transfixed. I tboagbt 
my borrowed cap rose with instinctive life fWim 
my hekd. In short, I ima^ne my whole ap- 
pearance was inexpressibly ludicrous. Monttietir 
Cioxelle and his family were instantly almost odn- 
Tulsed with laughter; and I retreated wi A a 
predfntation that had no tendeni^ to restoi^ 
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.gravity. Mine hostess, still winmg under the 
remembwice of her untimely jaunt, which she 
very naturally ascribed entirely to me, and still 
more irritated at recdvbg no apologies, and per- 
caving that my sudden journey to Douay had 
(Uoti as she supposed, been a humble offering, on 
my part, to her offended feelings, pursued me 
into the very street, charging me with coqiuneriet 
.makMerie — ^perfidy and treachery. Her voice, 
at all times, was of no ordinary power, and now 
.it received a supernatural elevation. She ran 
from the- lowest note to the top of her compass, 
and back again, with a variety of ornamental vi- 
brations, which rung, in piercing shrillness, to 
the very end of the street ; — and, indeed, I he- 
iieve I might have heard her twice as far, but, 
in an instant, a cloak was thrown over my head 
,-— my utterance was stopped— and my hands 
. pinioned. So tightly was I rolled up, that I 
could neither hear nor see. I could, however, 
judge, from the change of motion, that I was 
MOQXk put into a carriage, and hurried I knew not 
.whither. 

We several times changed horses in the course 
f€)f ouir jpurpey^ . At length, long after we ought 



I 

to have r^acb^ Caiiibr)i]r»— f if, as I at first sup- 
posed, my inquiry for Pauline bad giyen.any 
ground of suspcio^ to tbe civil power, and had 
led them to this clumsy way of apprehension , — • 
the carriage again stopped, and I was pulled pr 
rather carried out For a moment I shook 
myself free, so far as to catch a glimpse of what 
was around me,, and discovered, myself, to be 
in a passage apparently belonging to a common 
dwelling, with doors on each side similar to 
those of ordinary chambers : Nothing indicated 
the presi^nce of a jail or regular place of confine- 
ment. In an instant, however, I was again com- 
pletely blinded, and I soon became sensible that 
there are many, habitations as secure as a prison, 
though without all its usual features and .accom- 
paniments; for, my conductors having led me into 
a back court, I heard tbe noise of creaking hin* 
ges and immediately went very nearly headlong 
into an opening at my feet. Little time was given 
to me to recover the shock, and I was pulled 
forward in a very unceremonious manner, until 
the sickening and heavy atmosphere, which al» 
most choked my respiradon, gave me very certaiB 
assurance that I was near the place of destinatioa 
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In K ^M^ seoobds the'cioak wiuJ-reiMVed frbin? 
myfaoer, and I aiiii^the IBeigiteurof GfodeatdU 
ind bis attendant inthpiitiEds in their bands. I 
eeuld att» jtidt distinguish tbe figure of anotber^ 
person, who stood a few paces behind. 

<< I thought I had warned you,^ said' the 
Se^neur, ^ as to the conseqiiencefer of appeariirg 
at' Douay ; bdt you don^ seem to attend mtich 
ioJHM% ludViees;^ 

<' It has been nd paH oF my edacaiioti^^ F 
answered, somewhat in£gnatitiy, and revolting 
at the insttMng sneer with which he spoke; 
*< to heed much what are Mimtakyxt Beibnneau'^i 
wartiings.'' 

•* Aha ! you take the matter very caisily f* 
" You have put it out of my power to do 
otherwise. Truly, I have some reason to thank 
voti fdf the compliment you pay* me. The Seig- 
neur of Godeauh feels himself in aq/ify when 
surrounded by a bahd of bis myrmidons.'*' 

<<'Tbe fier Anglais shall not be long troubled 
iritH such company. The Seigneur will so fai^ 
put' his new acquaintance on equal terms with 
hitntelf. Monsieur Le Capitaine shall be in safbl 
ty also, at least in a place of security. He b too 



m<ich awcDdmrerto be left at his entire Ubert74 
We mast protect himagaiost his owil folly." 

*< And yourself against his chastisement^^ 

.^^'M^aages un p^u^ Monsieur^ m§ni^ez un 
peu Yos- expressions !" broke forth his attend- 
ant. ^< He is truly sick of the world who trifles 
with. Bay master.^ 

** If j&ox master had the courage to giire my 
hands freedom, and could control his ruffians, 
mry asticoir wqold be in iio way inconsLytent with 
my woida/- 

.<* Qui se laiaseroit.ainiu.outrager par un ma^ 
ralid ecHame edaf replied Meunier, with savags 
yebemenoe^ addressing himself to the Seigneur^ 
•^tbeH stepping dose tq me, he groped at his 
ride! fc^ bis content^ <^ I figain^ counsel you^-^ 
Si'vous disiez dies injures t mba maltre*- ?^ 

^ Stand' dO; villain !'^ I exchimedy^«« It is 
net with* sucft as diee that I can hold - conrersa- 
tion ; tboi^b truly, except in birth, I beHeTje thou 
aad thy master aite eqi^als-^equfl^s in villany and 
cowardioe^^* 

^< Perbftjps 'this counsel may be of more 
imght^V obserted'ti^ Se^gpsuE^cahaaly^^andrais^ 
UBig hiapidtcil t<t«njf fairteit^ ibiit the pfersoa-who. 
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had stood a few paces back/and bad been In. 
therto nearly hid by the deep shade of tbe wall, 
seized his hand. 

" Seigneur," he said, «* we must not be rash 
— precipitate : — ^we are all embarked in the same 
cause. Your single authority — ^wisb — ^resent- 
ment — is not enough. Remember the conditions 
on which I am here, and this Englishman a prt- 
soner.** 

Hope instantly rose in my mind. This might 
be Duchesne! I loudly pronounced his name^ 
and looked earnestly at him ; but, as he istepped 
between me and Delonneau, I only saw a pale- 
faced, sallow stripling, with whose features I -was 
wholly unacquainted. He turned a keen though 
^ckly and faded eye upon me. I thought the kiok 
was that of kindness. The experiment was worth 
trying whether Pauline's name had any charm ; 
and I had just time to utter it, when dia S^* 
neur furiously pulled the cloak over my^faee 
and head, and I was thrown on the ground, and 
in a few moments left to my own reflecCiona* 

My first efibrts were to gain liberty, at least 
of Kmb ;— and many an hour I wrongbt and 
writhed-^ossed and tnmbled^iU at length the 



eHAPXKR TL 1(5 

bonds g«ve way. I now grope^ round and round 
my idaee oi confinement ; but, except finding a 
door which I in Tain attempted to shake, or 
even to make resound to my blows, my fingers 
SMI nothing but damp and slimy walls. As I 
stnmbled abng the floors, I felt a& if I was 
dambering among the accumulated masses of 
putrid Yegetation;..4ind I shrunk from the fester?* 
ing heap, which melted below the fever of my 
hand. 

I reflolvjed to abide the arrival of day-light, if 
such a UesnoTg as the rays of the sun was per- 
n^tted to visit my dismal abode. Wearisome 
weH the hours, and not a little bitter my reflec- 
tions. I thought I now experienced a fit punish- 
ment for my idle, foolish attachment to a low* 
bred girl, the companion of a gang of despe- 
rate men, and blood-thirsty ruffians. I began to 
ponder on the situation I had placed myself in, 
even had this catastrophe not arrived. . I had, 
in a manner, become the confidant of men en- 
gaged m wild and chimerical machinations, and 
flying before the arm of justice. If I had ielt it 
fli duty to communicate what J knew to the civil 
power, I ran the risk, of pe^nal violence^, c^ 
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V6icb ifae present cutrqge dFord^jl a T€tf iiitel- 
li^Ie exam^e— Asides, peiiiapB, bfitigiiigi ex- 
posure, sihame, and grief to the poor ^il •whxxa 
tay idle curiosity and preposteious absurdities 
had perplexed and annoyed ; — and if IremoiMd 
^ent, on a principle erf* honour or humanity^ the 
probable, almost certain, detec&n of a plot so 
rashly got up and persisted in, would have led 
to investigations and discoveriefs not yeiy ovedit* 
able to my name or character. 

In short, I moralized all night ; and made a 
thousand resolutions, that, if I could onee get 
out of my present jeopardy,' she would indeed be 
a syren who could tempt me to repeat my fidlBes. 

At length day airived, and I was deliglited 
to observe that at least a dickering fay of 
light was admitted through a very narrow chmk 
on the extreme edge of the ceiling. My first 
endeavour was to ascertain whether I could not 
make the aperture larger: but I in vain tried to 
ascend. The slippery walls mocked my attenqA, 
and my feet became torn and lacerated with «iiy 
efibrts to break the surface of the sides of the 
dungeon, to gain a rest and purchase by :M4iich 
to clamber up. The lig^t, by shotving me^how 
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hopeless it was tp escape^ now.qnly acl4^ to my 
wretchedpe^s. ^s da^ ftdvaneed, xbe air b^cfune 
more foul and oppressive, and .tbejiamp^rose in 
mist from the giroi^n^ (•T^iny blood grew. ohUl 
and my respiration heavy. I again searched. the 
chamber but without succe^. I cried out-^the 
trembling covering which hong on the waUs 
dropped with tjl^e vibi:ation of the air.;-rltiid J 
tbpiight that Jihe, dough suddenly .moved with 
the |oatbs(me r^tiles it engendered. 

All thi$' was .certainly very far , from being 
agreeable pr ^tractive ; but " misery," as Trin- 
culo says, ^* acquaints a man with i^trange bed* 
fellows^^ — and ijt familiarizes us to as strange 
places of repose, whether with bed-fellows or not. 
In short, l.goi more reconciled to this. pit, and, 
Ukej^ancho Pancha, felt a soothing satiisfaction 
ijQ reflecting that maUers could have b^n worse. 
Inhere, nv^t. have been, utjter darkness-~.bope- 
),e^. impenetrability of wall-«-iron ringfr— dbluns, 
^ all tbe a©pn)vp4 acooaip«mments;Qf dun- 
geons. «f romance* . M^^ however, ^ ray of 
light pe^f^atedrrrl m^i move about-r-the JwaUs 
^med. t^i be. «f ^ gr?a^y . ctayr*-4i»rd .enough,.ii0 
<^nbt, bpt; still ;^vipg^me:cbwce:of.b^ixig, in 
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time, broken into steps to give access to the 
opening above. Indeed the wh(Ae place re> 
sembled more an every day^s excavation than 
any appendage to feudal grandeur or feudal 
barbarity. 

Another reflection contributed a good deal 

to raise my spirits. I remembered that, soon 

after we first marched from Paris to the north 

of France, I had, along with a brother-officer, 

rode across the country in the direction of 

Amiens, and had put up for the evening at 

an aubtrge at Albert, a small town through 

which the high road passes. The hostess was 

extremely communicative, and as anxious to 

enlarge on the wonders of a dreary cluster of 

buildings, as if she had presided over all the 

curiosities of the metropolis. Among other 

visitations, we were obliged to descend below 

our sitting*room into a hollow, a continuation, as 

she declared, << sur Fhonneur,*' of the catacombs 

of Paris ; and excavated, 1 believe, by an alum 

company, who formerly had a considerable manu* 

factore of that article in this neighbourhood. I 

recollected that I bad been not a little amused 

with my terrier getting hold of a Iai]ge bat, (which 
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0ur torch had scared from a cluster suspended 
from the roof,) and finding itself engaged with an 
enemy of much more prowess and greater sharp- 
ness of teeth than had been anticipated, retreated 
in a very unceremonious and dishonourable way 
from his uncourteous acquaintance* My friend 
in the meantime had obtained more useful know* 
le€^,and had discovered that the other end of the 
vault was converted into a wine cellar, the pre- 
cise character of the contents of which he had 
already, begun very minutely to explore and 
ascertsun. 

It was just possible that I might be in the same 
place, or rather in the continuation of the same 
cavity. The whole had a similar appearance; and 
the apartment in which I lay, as far as the feeble 
light would enable me to judge, had been dug 
out for a like purpose. I hoped that, if my sua- 
pidons were well founded, this pit would prove 
to belong to the excavations which, when the 
work was relinquished, had been portioned off 
as cellars for the inhabitants of the difierent 
bouses buih near or over the site of the hollows ; 
and my expectations became still more sanguine 

H 
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when I lemettibefed that, tntliiii a few ywfAs of 
tbe OMberge mhete me bad glept, ttny Snessi bad 
remarked a glaomy itninhabited fortresB-lootdiig 
hold, aarrounded by a very nmrrcyvr court-yaid, 
the jMcture of d«KiIatioii,**«^with ra h^ jbat 
mouldering wall, almost pves^ng against the 
windows of a mansbn, that I now thought 
would be a most apt place for die claadeatme 
and yiQandus .pasposes , in wbich a peiwm of 
the Seigneur^s daqKMUtion woold ddij^t to in- 
dulge. 

I therefore recommenced a minute <»yflmV^a^ 
taon of the walls, and searched and dug into 
eveiy crevice^«-«>but no aperture met my bands. 
All round seemed to be a solid mass of eardi 
or .cbqr. At length, lifler almost teaiiog oS my 
nails, and wearing away my finger punts to the 
very bone, i was satisfied that I had eeadiedan 
artifieial .partition. With increased aoirits I not 

opening which allowed me to pass through. 

At first, however, this appeared to be fpaitt- 
ing very little advantage; for, except by .the 
fissure in the first chamber I. had been immused 
in, not a gleam of light penetrated the vacuity 



cHArrBB VI. ITl 

I now entered, land I iiad too bmigIi reaam to 
dread llttt I had only inoaughi my way into m 
canty deeper and more hopeleff ly svak in Ilia 
ea]iii.-«<-Biil I resolyed not to yield to mare 
fears, and bq;aa minutdy to expkme cvtry 
deft and comer, when all at once I came against 
a door. I immediately altempted to force it 
from its hinges, but was unable. A fiunt re* 
oi^leodon crossed my mind that the rary door hy 
^ieh ihe hostess of Albert had ushered me 
into the pit, had resemUed, In point cf its iron 
decorations, more the gate of a stnmghpld than 
of a dreary damp h<41ow containing, Cbr its 
riches, some useless heoken furniture, or de- 
cayed wood scarce fit for fud, and a mmgte 
stock of poisonous wine. I instantly, in the 
most painful anxiety, groped in the dmction 
where, if my hopes ware well founded, tlie cape 
ought to be. I cautiously slipped my hands 
along the walk, and slowly advanced. Sud- 
denly I reached a wide vacan^. Tins was 
exactly as it ought to be^-rl paused bcm moRe 
agitation ; I entered**-^ thought I heavd yokw* 
..^ pressed forwar3,-«H9oiiie wooden at^ impe- 
ded my progress,-!*-! claikiberediip^and seasched 
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the oaiingy and was satisfied that, formerly, a 
eomntunicatkm had there existed with the cham- 
bers above. I tore away the cobwebs and rul> 
bish which matted the roof,— 4he glknmering of 
a candle shot through, and I distinctly heard 
voices. 

<< This is but a gowk^s errand,^* ssad one of 
the speakers ; ^^ I^m thinking the young woman 
has not been o'er muckle to be lippened to, — a 
glaiked quean !-— we had some of the same in 
our country,— >ane in palrticular,— but that^s nae 
f^ly. I have often read, for we had good 
sefaooling in Gusedale ^^ 

** Then,"* answered another person, (and I 
instantly knew Bhie and Lamey,) you have 
been as little a gainer as most men of your 
Me and years. I never was a great reader, 
but I would bet this half-franc piece I am the * 
best scholard, — the 'cuter boy of the two.^ 

" The proof, neighbour, the proof?'' 

** By the blessing ! would you have a bet- 
tiir P" and he sprung up, when I, with furious 
effort shouted to them for assistance. 

I bad some reason for the desperate efibrt 
I niade to tear asunder the yielding boards. 
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While Blue and Lamey were speaking, I heard 
the door of my cavern grate on its hinges,-—! 
saw the flash of the lantern of the party who 
entered, — I heard the shout of astonishment at 
my escape,-— and the loud and bitter execrations 
of the Seigneur while he traced my steps, and 
grappled with me as I endeavoured to force my 
way through the ceiling. 

What immediately ensued I cannot well de- 
scribe : Although weak and exhausted, I fought 
with the utmost manhood and force I could 
command, although, truly, my effi>rts were little 
better than instinctive. How I escaped being 
wounded by a sabre which I seized by the blade, 
and, after an arduous struggle, twisted from the 
hand of one of the assailants, I cannot account 
for. Twice I came to the ground, and with 
difficulty extricated myself from my opponent's 
grasp. But, though nearly breathless, and 
stunned by the force with which I had been 
driven down, I did not lose confidence. I was 
sure friends were near,-— and my arms and 
limbs seemed to acquire regenerated strength 
when I heard, mingling with the Seigneur's 
curses and revilings, the more fearful bowlings 



174 TRS FUtX«XATSB. 

of Limej who hadgot bimtn play. ^^ CHi the 
diief of the world," Lamey was Voctteratiog^--- 
<< bad luck to ev^ bone in his body^ and be, 
with a knife in my aide, and ignoiant as a bdie 
to be bom when convenient, if I be friend or 
enemy. By the powers there will be a man kilt ! 
^-^Blne, my dear boy, look after the master,— 
one shout for sweet Kerry,—- Och, M^ilhcudF 
dy ! M'GiUicuddy's Reeks T ^ Hillo !— Hillo r 
screeched Blue,— ^' Crockinabrotty-beg ! — CSiock- 
inabrptty -more !"«>-«nd he drew me by maia force 
from the tlmmg* 

When we ranched the open air, and Blue 
released me from his grasp, I staggered firam 
faintoess, and sat down. By d^rees 1 ze- 
coveied ; and, when the film, which had for a 
moment obscur^ my vision, passed away, I 
saw my old Scotsman at my side, his hair singed 
and matted,— bis face streaming with blood,-— 
bis coat toni to shreds, and the nerves of his 
faraway arm yet trembling with his exertions.*— 
He looked at me for a moment,— I thought 
tears came to his eyep, at lea^t he hastily rub- 
bed his hand across his forehead, and then, 
in husky and tremulous tope^ mutter^— << Is na 
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Ihia: a dsy of bmoiw,-«^f {nsidfi) fi)c Mdlcolift 
Blufi» when: hia Uitde hasiflor^im fbr bbioiusteri 
Hoiiouv ! pride !-<-trDtb». a duty; ifiid^ As 
aye a blytfae aide tx> a friend ? I mind him a 
baimof Qwr ain braea. B«it Larney. mamma be 
kft. ta bimself»--<-yoQt obields arer as kittle as a 
eow wiae boni. Hillo 1 Laimey, Hilb !"-^.A2id, 
as he 9p6k09, ofiik came liOimey. ist liltkn betteo 
pUf^t than. lUue^ \idth. my (farum-m^or finand^ 
Mennier^ pimoned fibr a truiwd. &wll 

<< Ye haiire a tafcing vmf- m^- you Laniey," 
observed B&i^ natha duackle of delight^ << a wagi 
nawst eneditable, censidensg your deficiency in 
hooUair; Hame y^ left mcugr abint ? We 
maun pass the surriyors under tto jugum». om 
aiUins, streefc out thdr wings on the fWrca. 
TfaeBemans^ Lacney-N-'^'* 

A few minutes bad so far reecuited my 
etvcgogA as; to enable me to be of some asmt- 
anoe to mg^ fn^ds^ and we finind: Ultle difficullty 
m seeucing the Seigneur and bis servant. The 
kMm^ ind^> sUiU lay on: the ground ia nearly 
the shape into wbich Lnmey had compreseedibnu 
Xhe master we found within ijie X9>uh^ bbsd^ 
mg fiBi9f\miy ff(m.9^ sevex^csit acMsstbefim^ 
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and nearly incapable of moving. The rest of 
the party had contrived to escape. Havii^ 
placed the two worthies together^ we were re- 
tiringt when a young man rushed upon us.^ 
His brow was covered with perspiration, and 
his manner and air w;as of a person who had 
travelled for life or death. He was on the point 
of being brought to the ground by the ready 
arms of Lamey and Blue, when he muttered 
some words, among whidi I heard ^^ Pauline,^ 
•—and instantly hostilities ceased. Larn^ di- 
rected him where to find his wounded friend ; 
and the stranger, repeating my name, and ask- 
ing Larney if all was safe, retired with nearly 
as much speed as he had advanced. 

My men now pressed me not to delay'secu* 
ring our retreat There appeared, however, to 
be less cause for any precipitation in this mea- 
sure than might have been expected. We bad 
nothing to fear from the Seigneur, and it was 
scarce probable that his followers would choose 
to renew their outrage when I had the increased 
means of resistance or of alarming the ndgh^^ 
bourhood. As yet all was quiet around* No 
doubt the hostess evidently avoided us ; and th« 
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servant, ifhile she attempted to express asto* 
nishment at the tom-up floor and scattered fur* 
niture, was confused and perplexed at our pre- , 
sence* But still our rencontre seemed to have 
excited very little sensation. At any rate, whe- 
ther they had connived at or abetted Delon- 
neaus schemes, I was desirous that, before 
setting oiF, Blue should have the wound on 
his head dressed and tied up. But he would 
not listen to delay ! * " You are no won siller 
yet/* he doggedly repeated,— and I could not 
be angry at his kindness. In a few moments 
die trappings of the equipage which had brought 
the Seigneur, were 'arranged in a form con- 
sidered more manageable by Larney, who, in 
spite of my. remonstrances, sprung into** the 
saddle, — and, grinning with mingled delight, 
defiance and exultation, thrust his legs out et 
la Frangoise^ and cracking his whip with in 
finite dexterity, drove off with a yaacoy which 
would have done credit to a postilion of twenty 
years^ practice in the Menagerie Royale. 

I had obliged Blue to come ia beside »e; 
but it was in vain that I endeavoured to lear& 

b2 
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what qhaoM or mtdUgeooe bad diredad hm 
aad iMUfy lo Albert. Whetb^ from esidto- 
meot «f miild or the opnftimn ooeaiioDed by 
tbe bloir on bi» head^ hia woida were quite in- 
GobareBt; — and I wa8> at last, obliged not on}/ 
to 4Saase my istacrogattons, but, out of niare 
oompaaaoa, to Iktan to bim for balf an bour 
^' aoent tbe ancient chacnota of Britain, and tbe 
furoa and jugum of the Romana^^ till, ait length, 
fr^im mese exhaustion, he nestled Jbamself in a 
oomar ; and, aiotwithstanding tbe joking of the 
cwnii^ slept mosft profoundly until we reached 
Bapaume. Z^uckily, a branch of tbe «my-hoi* 
pital was established tbere^ and we reodved such 
attentions as enabled us next day to proceed tQ 
our quarters. 

I then was informed by Lomey^ that, on ihe 
momii^ after I had gone to Douay, in the belief 
that Pauline had been conv^ed there, he had 
called on Blue to take a cup, preparatory to ex- 
postula^Qg with him as to the non-deli^ery of 
my message,-^and had just learned, in explana- 
tion, that such was the peremptory order of the 
surgeon, when a knock was heard at the door, 



ly Gonoealing her features, eii|teredr*-wd ipqio^h 
ed iC 9117 of lay fnendi^ wei^ withia: 

<<It*s the woman again!"' exdauaecl B]w» 
<< OQly a wee bettes put op. Na, I tbat'a bejrondr 
the due bounds of medioori||r— Madam, I would; 
let you keQ th^t our master-*—.* But Laraey 
cut short his address :** 

I 

<< If the Captain has any friends here» were 
you after laying ?«-and me, Mic Larney of Ker*> 
ry, and Malioolm Blue of 6u€edale,-^both ^ood 
m^n, and true^at hand ! True for ye ! That's 
a question to ask 1 So, with a blessing on your 
sweet pretty countenance, which I cant see at all 
at all^ speak out and conceal nothijig. But, be- 
fore you open your lips, say-*-4ire you the Made- 
moisdle Pauline that has. the liking to the smart 
boy with the face. By the powers ! I thougjtit 
you had run away with the bumbailies-^bad 
luck to them and the Caption in full cry«--^ 
What I not a word ? Oh ! I perceive it. Blue, 
she's no scholar, and ha^ forgot all her English. 
Sommes amis, Ma^unselle^sommes amis.^ 

The stranger now, in a low voice, and with 
much agitation, told Larney that she was undi^ 
the greatest apprehension for my saftey— that 



180 THE FIEE-EATEB. 

as yet she could not give certain advice what 
steps ought to be taken, but desired that, at all 
events, some of my friends — ^the most determined 
and fearless — should instantly set forth for Al- 
bert, and there remain at a particular aubergey 
but without seeming to be on any mission of 
importance, until they were accosted by a man 
whose parole would be " Pauline.*' 

It appears that my honest fellows thought 
there could be no doubt but that they were 
the individuals best qualified for the enterprise. 
They accordingly mounted my horses, and pro- 
ceeded to Bapanme with such speed, that they 
were constrained to alight there, and hire a 
crazy, shattered post-cart to convey them the 
rest of the way. As far as I could learn, my 
old Scotsman had not shown, on this occasion, 
his usual prudence — for it was with the utmost 
difficulty Larney could prevent him from com-, 
mencing a scrutiny, sword in hand, and declaring 
open war and vengeance. I believe that, notwith- 
standing his insufferable prosing, Blue had a 
warm attachment to me; at least, whether in 
the fulness of his cups or of his heart, he had 
placed before him bis immense silver watch^ 
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ai»l declared to Larney, that << if anither ten 
minutes gaed by, without the stipulated intima* 
tion being given, he would proceed to bestow 
the benefit of the furca on every tenth male, 
and pass the survivors under the jugum, after 
the manner of the ancient Romans ; aye and 
unlil his master*-— a bairn of his braes— was de 
livered to him, harmless, scaithless, and in good 
keeping.* 

Upon reconsidering the account of Blue's and 
Larney's meeting with Pauline, I was led to 
conjecture that she had hastened to my billet, on 
learning that violence was meditated against me 
by the Seigneur ; and it seemed not less pro 
bable, that,— -as the accident which had befallen 
the unfortunate hostess, had, for the time, called 
off the civil power, and lessened the immediate 
danger of discovery, — Pauline had s^zed the mo- 
ment to see Larney again, and give him the best 
and last counsel in her power. How she had 
become acquainted with my destination ; or who 
was the person to whom, along with Blue and 
Larney, she had eonfided my rescue, I could 
not find out. 

On going to the village, to learn what intelli- 



gm€9 I ^uld gatkM tb«v^ I foiMpdi ijbe oti^eig^ 
ahut itp ; Wild ^thj^v the n^lkboixre <£d aot ka^w, 
or were unwUUng to 99^^ wberQ tb^ ow9«r hud 
gomta I ako p9fqd(T^ th^tit would be noeessar 
ry tp be very circuHiftpeet and prudent m my in* 
qumeti esoneof tbeg«ii4erm«» (of whom 1 9fiw a 
ntmber prowling about,) appeared^ aad laeatjoii- 
ed that he was making similiw inveslagetions, mid 
desired I would communicate any thing I knew 
of the family in whom I seemed so much inte- 
restedf There was something, I thought, very 
peeuUftT) ftlmost cfivelier) in the wi^y he placed 
the emphas^ on **my'' knowledge; ihexefyte 
coldly observing that { presumed our objects 
were very pppp^te— *end that if he wished to 
pass, there was room on the other ^de of the 
load-f-I turned to the viUagers and spoke upon 
son^ other subject 

I waa a good deal teased by my friends about 
my adventure, or rather, I should say, the adven^ 
ture which each person chose to imagine I had 
met-pfor I thought it prudent, for many res* 
son% to say as little on the subject as possible. 
Lamey and Blue readily promised nleDee^ which» 
however, was not so easily kept ; but they.oply 



. told part of what they knew, and that with 
such increasing emhellishments that thor story 
soon fell into utter discredit. . 

I bad more difficulty in padfying the lady of 

V the Pewter Goblet Adopting, however, that 
useful French gesture, the ** shrug," I declared 
that it was no fault of mine, if, wishing to learn 
some particulars as to **vin doux,^ the dvil 
power chose to interfere. I also hinted that 
we had some view of changing our wine mer. 
chant; and, by muttering some stal^ compli- 
ments as to ooQspirators lurking in her eyes, 
and in league against the tiberties of all good 
subjects, she became so effectually wofi that I 
nevex pacsed the Pot SEtain without a nKWt grik 
dmui mirtiey from Madame ; and if I atqipoCi 
in, as poliUen€9$ occa^onally required, to tnke a 
^< petit v^rre," she always, with a sioipe? of no 
ordinary endurance, banded me a glas^c^ ^^ pur- 
fait amour.^ 
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CHAPTER VII. 

** Away, away !— -my steed and I| 
" Upon the pinions of tlie wind ; 
*^ All human dwellings left behind." 

Brftoy. 

I AGAIN and "kgSLin endeavoured to obtain in- 
ftNrmation, by means of Larney, as to Monsieur 
Bernarde or Pauline, but in vain. Larney xe- 
ported to me that the seal of the civil power had 
been placed on the doors of the at^i^r^) and not 
a trace could be discovered of the inmates. A« 
fraid that they might be in prison, I renewed my 
inquiries in a different channel, and, at length, 
had the satisfaction of learning that, at least, 
this was not the case as to Monsieur Bernarde. 
He, however, had been invite^ as the French 
authorities politely say, to betake himself to Fa* 
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ris, and consider himself en surveillance. Of 
Pauline I. still could learn nothing. 

Just at this period I received letters from Scot- 
land which obliged me to leave France for some 
time. Certain business arrangements, on which 
my fortune a good deal depended, had been very 
much mismanaged ; and no time was to be lost 
to place them in better order or better hands. 
I had, luckily, no difficulty in obtaining leave of 
absence ; and, therefore, consigning the care of 
my horses to Blue, who, for the time, was to de- 
vote his remaining services to our old major, I 
set off for Dover, and thence proceeded to Scot- 
land. It is unnecessary to detail the, perplexing 
and harassing combination of circumstances which 
delayed me in the northern metropolis month 
after month, ever assured that my affiurs were 
on the point of being put into proper train; and 
yet finding that point receding instead of ap* 
proaching. At length, after more than a year's 
absence, I got such a settlement effected as left me 
certainly a much poorer man than I had contem- 
plated, though not so completely stripped as I 
must have been if I had continued abroad. No-> 
thing now prevented me joining my regiment 
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hot peeing a king-firoiniMd visit to aa old biOK 
ther-officer, who bad mmied, cdiredy. and. Ibrcd 
ntor York. I scave^Iy, however y had staid ndth 
him a week^ when lettevs- ffpm our major wei« 
fibrwarded to me, mentioiung thata.ail%iatioQ on 
the staff, to which he thought I had good pre-* 
tawoo^wasabouttQ be filled up^; aaddesiini^ 
me not to hwe en houit in coning t» head!*^paflr^ 
texfL Takii^, therefore^ a huzvied leant of ttgr 
friend^ and momiting one of hia hoiaes, I pRK 
oeedfid towank Yockfor the purpose of meetini^ 
the mAikcoaeh these. 

I had mode y^ little ftogtefiAUL myjpmney 
when my hcnse east a sho^ and I thought mjh 
aelfyery fiMrtunate in bong ob]%^ to walk ov^ 
a oBUfletef mUes before 1 reached a. smithy, eloae 
to, a neeA dean ale-house, gUtteiriog with red 
biieks and euriously-pabOed windows I pul 
my horse under the hands of the sn^th,. and^ en-^ 
tamn the ale-bouae^ aa^ dowur in a snug pm^laur^ 
ta whkh I wa» guided by a smart pretty woman. 

I fek a painful sooaationt in rubbing, &r tha 
lasit tipne^ my feet oa the coarse smid,, tbai^ 
gK^ed uad^ my sl^pa; axid,, ^bil^ I ridaed ta 
my lipalbe feaming tankasd i^hii^bilM hpatess bid 
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fJbeed befoie me, btgg^g << my honour to Uite 
her hom^brewed^" I could not forbear drawisg 
oomparisonft very little GompUnaeDtar; ta tfao 
smooth slippery floors and execrable bmsnt 
bare de Mars'* to which I waa agwa to b« 
doomed. However, I conaoled myaelf with an* 
ticipatioDS of the field amusesifintB I would soon 
^yyf i rad, mdeed, I became so elated, that, on 
seeing some hounds wandering about the jard,i 
burst forth with the sounds ta which I ofed to 
make the French plains ecbo« I had rattled 
over the names of our best dog&*-^< Hark^&iP* 
ward !<-»Bluemaiv-~Matchem-^Boaster«--4])ypnaii 
—-ah, to bimi Carraway !•— to him T— -when tb* 
door opened, and the host entered^— ^ redAced 
fellaw, with a stiff knee«--*cleaiily dressed^ and a 
large white hat, rising over one of those yellov 
scratches with which some masters.delight to dch 
onrate th^ coachmen. 

<< And, by the powers, sure it can^t be I-^and 
yet I'm fond to believe," he muttered as be shot 
the door, and advanced his best kg to make a 
bow,-**-^^ I ask your pardon, your honour^— but 
I know the whole stc«y, and no great thing to 
say. Hey! Blueman — ^DragQi>«-«Ciirolia((-*«liat 
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Druid for a could scent f — Oh, he had a nose for 
a bone too. Then Matchem— he wasn't a hear 
the worse of a cord round his weazand. Like a 
thief, he was aye best in hand when his throat 
was a little tightish !*'— and he concluded with a 
halloo which made the rafters ring. 

I still could not recognise the person who 
seemed to have been so intimate with my favour- 
ite pursuit. 

» 

** Why, sure,*' he added, while I in silence 
looked at him, <^ I am fatter a few, and not so 
delicate pale in colour. Times differ than when 
I was thrawing my face at sour beer and brown 
tommy:— but guegs like your honour, if you 
look hard, (he took off his hat and wig,) may 
know your servant to command," — and he drew 
himself up as erect as a soldier on parade. ** I 
did," he said, without moving a feature, and the 
words just dropping from his lips—" I did your 
honour a small thing in the matter of Ma'^ain- 
flelle Pauline, — ^blessings on her pretty face for 
all that happened,— and blistered my fingers a 
few in that blasted black hole, as Blue observed, 
I might say, without any impropriety, by reason 
of the loc— locality .** . 
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I instantly recognised Lamey, and expressed 
my satisfaction at meeting him. 

<^ Thank ye kindly, your honour ; and it 
would be poor breeding, and no heart, if I did^nt. 
That's been an ill-mannered garron,^' he added, 
<< to cast a shoe, and you in a hurry, as its hide 
bespeaks — ^forbye leaving your honour to walk, 
as I seed from the turf-stack. I've a taste yet for 
a bit of turf, your honour. It minds me of 
Kerry, though it displeases my eyes — ^but that^s 
my business, not theirs.'' 

*« My good fellow, I would be very forgetful 
of your services, if I did not consider the acci* 
dent which brought me to your house most for- 
tunate." 

" Fortunate, do you say ? Och, sure, that's 
all on my side, your l^onour f 

" I see you, I presume, the landlord——" 

« 

" At your service ; — and Jarvie to the squire 
when he* goes a-church on a chance Sunday." 

" Why, you have had your own luck, Larney 
—you have pitched your tent well — ^you must be 
happy indeed now — ^you are in high condition — 
well clothed— and, if I judge from this tankard, 
your ale is not to be despised.'* 
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sideling" — (twirling liis hat) *< I^^ leM oeaaoo 
to complain than many.'' 

« Less reBBon ! Why, when I knew you iaet, 
yon had flcarely a tixpenoe :-<-You were always 
engaged in some adventure or other.'' 

*< No doubt ; and I am sat down here mce 
enough — bu t ^ 

« What !•' 

*« I'm married !^ 

*^ Aha ! is that your cause of griei^mce?^ 

<< Not quite, ndther :-— no man should be 
better pleased. ' Look, your honour-*^ 

I turned towards the window, and saw, fond- 
ling her two infants, the fair hostess who had 
ushered me in. 

^< What ! so pretty a iroman, and two fine 
children V* 

i< Ay— *there are nigh two." 

« Nigh two !" 

** Your honour «ays it«-HMirrow more !^ 

« Why — ^there are two ?•* 

<<0h! but the twins are maidenf^ and they 
don't bear to be reckoned overhead like callttDts, 
as they say in this ridii 



«< W6ll«-4»ft I must know what laiti^es that 
gloom on your Inow-^-Conie, I hw^e it She is 
fond of her own way sometimes/* 

^ No--die is not sulky nor sour at no time^^ 
barring when I ask the key of the cellar, and no 
customers in the house— -and then it's off, (anger 
and ale,) like a summer clond— -I catching the 
rain, as is but reasonable. Whatever else die 
may be, she has, saving your presence, a bit of 
liking to me-r^nd, bum me, if ever I touch, or 
let touch a hair of her head.^ 

** Right, Lamey—but come, disburthen your 
heart^-^ shall guess again— JealoUs— -Eh !^ 

>*No:" said he, beating his hand on the 
table. ^^ There I am safe— -She is, sure, but a 
woman, as one might say—^but ^ 

** Well*-«you acknowledge your wife is good- 
tempered— you have fine children— the mother 
16 beautiful— you have thriven in business:— 
What, in York's name, do you complain of?*' 

<* Why then, your honour, as your honour 
was always a kind commander, and none bet- 
ter, as we all said, and would swear tt^-I'm in 
a maimer dead tired of living on clover. It^s 
too !anooth-«toD 8leepy«-K>ver oomfortaUe by 



192 THE FIBE*EAT£E; 

half. There^s no knocking about— marching 
here-t-counter-marching there — shunting for bil- 
lets — ^stirring up the old men and bothering the 
young women. If heaven would give every year 
but one fortnight's rollicking !■ Do you know, 
Captain,-*but youll not belave it,— I have not 
had a real bit of fight since I left the regiment— 
and not a broken head worth telling of, barring 
the one I gave to a friend in a present. No game 
nor frolic : Here, if you shake your fist, or flou- 
rish your stick in a fair, they have you in a ring, 
as if you were a wild beast, or grinning for a sad- 
dle. No taste for a general scrimmage ! Ah I 
little did I think that Blue spoke the words of 
truth, when he told me I would never do a nater 
thing than in the matter of them bumbailies 
in jack-boots. Your honour had not left us the 
matter of a month. Thieves of the world ! to 
lift their hands on a young woman, and she jiour 
honour^s particular friend, and weakly and wan, 
like a broken flower. 

" My particular friend ! Why— heavens, Lar- 
ney, you do not mean Pauline ?" 

'' It is you that have said the word — Who 
else could it be ? What ! did not your honour 
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know, and have you' not beard ? I thought the 
Major would have written the i whole istory, see- 
ing Blue and I kept it as secret as death.^ 
■ It may be easaly imagined how much my 
curiosity was roused and feelings were excited, 
which,' indeed, Larney had anticipated; for I 
had scarce told him that I Was utterly ignorant 
of the matter, than he hemmed, coughed,— -took 
an invigorating draught of ale, crossed and re- 
crossed his 1^, until he obtained a posture, 
from its comfort likely to be permanent ; then 
again clearing his voice, and fixing his eyes on 
a^jnece of plaster hanging from the ceiling, 
began, ^^ one Friday morning, and Blue had 
observed, reasoning after his way over a nag- 
gin, bad luck to it, that is, the reasonmg." — 
But I am sorry that it is now not in my power 
to ^ve much more than the mere substance of 
his communication. 

It appears that a gang of convicts, on their 
way to some of the walled towns, either for 
surer custody, or to work on the fortifications, 
contrived to break iaway from their escort, and, 
availing themselves of the adjacent woods, into 
which the gendarmes could not penetrate, 
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I 

eludedk vuTSuit* mkL defiod*. ftr & time, ali tiit 
e&rt»c£th0'dl¥il powev; 

This ooeurrad not Ctr from the^ village to 
which. Bftjr obliging ftiend the Seigneur had 
ooavejred mo/; and manjp oE tbt fitg^tires had 
apmnd ta w t a rd t . Bapnitnev sedung^ suoer oa» 
ccnfanent in the neighbomnip woods, or in the 
ecjoaliy anylit sbdter of ths hixmnt gmin 
which, in tfant diatnct: roaa^hiBt afonst The 
man4iunting;. which wos the. inoiicdtaie obbbo» 
qumce, aooB attnacted the notice of oxv fiUowi^ 
and, evttj. dajr^ as aooa ao . tbeir dutiei iMsce 
over, they flothed txr Ihe highev gvotoidB to 
mask the pn^ess and sncceasi o£ the? pnrsuilL 

For a long time* the convkts laj-cloaei mtlk 
the paaaoAxj W8» ao ehequored by copses^ gnaJD 
fields, extensive' woads^ and. soddm faollovs^ 
thaty unless the fnigitives Tokintaiily dumsttheisft- 
selves in ^bt, it was only aai extreme; diance 
which betrayed them. Ijodeed,. tb&genftisBiDes, 
ujosuccesaful in their first attempt to start then 
finmith^ hiding, begma to diink that, tiiey had 
i^faread sttll farther away, or had. taken a detottr 
and escaped b^ond. the ftontier& These sus* 
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picions; were howerte at ktl semovcn^ hjy idicp 
aceidenlad; discovery dqti: the neighbocuti^ paab^ 
santry, pitying )ben misfoftone or distsesses of! 
the uofaippy wretches^ had been m tbir habit of 
Applying tbem. daidng; night wid« fciod^ dnd^ 
tfatte ^oabted diem tot Me 'm> Idie (feplA eC iha^ 
odvert dufing d»]f^ Steps Wdte^ itnmediately 
taken ter prevent what: was^consrdereditD bBML, 
abase of eharitabie fecfeng, -■^md the* CKMHtiBlii^ 
drii^ten to desperatbn: tpp^* banger aDdtthirtfi^ air 
length recklessly frequented the bouses^ ok. ven^ 
tared to the edgeof the road'm aeamhcififliKk 
sappliiqfti as any benerolcmt: peasant seized, mtap*^. 
portunity of Is^ing down when unperceiyedi*. 

Evo7> now and theip «.. emaomted <nat«e 
peepedirooi his hidio^place^andr ascnotisljseaat: 
a wild' and inquiring look whether sucoouFwrasi 
near^ or meam) offered to escape to; some qpiar- 
ter where tim seavek was Isnihot or' the; aytk 
nue» lesw guardsdi Thei instant thffib. he was 
dbsewieiy tfife alaraH: wa& given, and^ the; gm^ 
iarmes qpruog rato thai hcudiwoeuL If thc( 
cmet was thiek tbej wece soom baffledii biKr 
i£ the> unfortunateFi covrist betaok hiinacilf : to 
the hollow road, his only^chance a£ escape was 



196 THE FIBE-EATES. 

speed,— and in a few moments were beard the 
execrationB of his disappointed pursuers, or 
his cry for mercy as the horses* feet drove him 
to the ground. It was impossible to contem- 
plate such scenes without pain ; yet they had 
charms for our men, who, ntting in groups, 
like spectators at a gladiatorial exhibition, 
(iH^iich Blue every day explained,) in watchful 
expectation passed their judgments on the 
merits of the performers, and broke forth with 
the most impetuous acclamations, as, by some 
desperate effort of activity, the fugitives eluded 
pursuit, or, if overtaken, obstinately fought to 
the last. 

' I had learned these particulars from my 
friend the in^or, but I was not aware dt what 
followed. 

Lamey and Blue, after my departure, hav- 
ing become intimate associates, and ^* drou- 
tby brithers," had on one occasion wandered 
out together to see the ** sport." Fewer of the 
poor creatures than usual had that day made 
their appearance ; and the two friends, tired of 
dibappcHnted expectation, had sat down on the 
edge of a deep cross-road, and were killing the 
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pesdng hour by some idle ckat, and filling the 
pauses of convejBation by kicking the locMie earth 
and stQQB from the bank, axkd viewing it trund*- 
ling'down to the path below. 

Suddenly they heard a halloo.— -The sound 
i^proadbed nearer,-T-then died away,— -then in- 
oseased ;«-«i-next . moment they saw a convict, 
who had been detected endeavouring lo escape 
notice in a peasant's dress, flying before a ^7t» 
dartne. At the end of the hollow road, a very 
thick coppice oommenced, and, if the fugitive 
once reached that spot, all would be safe« He 
atr»ned every nerve to gain the covert, and 
exhausted every wile and stratagem to win an 
advantage in pcmt of distance, that he might, 
with some, hope of success, attempt the road, 
after entering which, he knew that all expectation 
of esc^ would depend upon mere swiftness. 
Suddenly he seemed to be worn out, to stag* 
ger, and almost atop with faintness. The gen- 
darme drew up to make a surer blow, but 
the fugidve, doubling Uke a haie, eluded the 
uplifted sword by a straw-breadth, and, dashing 
at the edge of the declivity, where Lamey and 
Blue sat, sprung over, evidently expecting that 
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ids fniMier moM hmkatt tat takkig tbei 
diil^vBQld cButsoudjr make a idetoof. But 
Aotottstte^ 'ndiattaiBer fiedmectiMi liie rider 
might have for such m iptnubiit odttm. Ins :stBed) 
Msdered iimacBnagedbk by the pvtviauB :ap. 
{liiQiSiaM of .She Spur, arid -as gsttng nfcaHcngBs 
Df ithe' bk, ikme A uiu wJy ion, 'went htadfcaq^ 
«uei9 jascl, JMHtngidiniii JfihsooMtiatin itotaustur, 
itil jiwiliwittes w^Ae faotton* 

The knder, oDOt iinsterialljr hurt, ilutantif di»- 
ento^glled himsBH* from itbs istinwpi 'taxii$mAf 
sgrasped "the iaigiAwe bytkt neck, imdwcnwd 
fioduittl/to SBoare Idbe oapSm iwitbovit aajriOMs- 
flideiatiai for Jife;«r flestk Thepoir nvBlflli, 
Jeobb fisom rpremiffi rsnfikriitgs, taod fpant ^vrilii 

rtlse >gi3i6p' of ins sbronger 0p|KHieDt. ffi&ftoe 
4aeBi0tdsed$*«^s tporcbttd Iffw mfused lo utter 
<^ hapeUam sptmyet for mevcp;-— bis iittibs n- 
haced, and Jk ^alBiost clipped dnmigh 4^ imb 
lenibiaice iof the tgendainm. 

^'Jt^sia £sil ^p/' said Blue, <« ifaat«urs^<iie 
elHi'.start -'ssid makes a74MiDgman(fs tims hai^ 
stlsDwlais at Mftinde. Poor chseld* be has 'eaten 
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Itts fanld-iikcflt If:k^a8]iaj«*««aadaf I thoNg^t, 

iBvt be jiad -BOtithnre finr fisrther rusokadtiouy 
beflne a ^fcmide vprioig ftcmi rdie copse, ;aiid^ 
«B3di(tlie itioBt inatie gdBtKEreOj threw 4ies»^f at 
Ae^^endarmels ifeet, iHid ahsmiitely dnipbred 
lamy^ dr tried, (with lier itcembliDg hand$, to 
loosen his grasp, and give respivAtion to <the 

» 

pmooer, "BewhrnsffOBg hbliead in utter inani- 
wataAoiu 

-^fijritbe powens:! bj the iiofyj" esclanofid 
Xiflfnej;^ ^ but suneit/fnunTt be^-^-ond if itis'nt, 

MMiyJ TliMnreB of the -world'! :they have 

Imi at ^hist,— *4rith Us plates and ibis plattei<% 
wdlMs * Lack wiilftmtn: Try;againi' Sure it 
Iws 4u]fned with -a 9«flBgeagnce.*«'*£hie, xny rave 
boy, should you never Hft your fist agsda^ -di^re 
iisneed 'Of you ncm.** 

'*< AigainiBt dl tnititary law,*^ answeced Blue 
fi^g^ " fiiBt, heeause'--—'' 

*<^[ know,-^I kiiow,*-*^aiid me tviM jreaBoa 
diat afterwards, whidi is Ae iiater way by fiur. 
Och, is it you &at'a ao faanied^ yet m ^ck 
a» a miilstime, «ttd cocild as >tfae |Kaid? Can't 
yoor great 'eytt pn^ir^e 'thal'a Jdife yoEuag 
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woman is our capCwn's friend,— ^and the mao 
at her feet is her friend, and we——" 

*< Ought to be his friend:-— a very bonny 
process of reasoning, as I would have said to 
you Lamey, gin ye had, by means of a college 
education, obtained comprehension to under- 
stand. But I jalouse you never got beyond 
humanity—'* 



*• And nevei: wish, my ouH boy,— so do you 
lend me a hand, and 1^11 pay you back with 
usury^ my old cock of the hills. So spak e * ' 

" Lend a hand ! How could ye expec ^c a 
thing, Larriey, and me a soldier, and bound 
by the articles of war ?'* (ssdd Blue, edging down 
the slippery and crumbling bank,) -^^ unless 
always the honour of Gusedale, or that neces- 
sity—'* 

<^ Which last, by the powers, is>the ease, and 
no joking; for I might as well try to hould the 
seas in a cup of cold water, as Father Morrein 
says, as keep my seating, and your heels in my 
back," muttered Lamey, as be and Blue, nearly 
at the same time, reached the bottom. . 

<'*'0r," continued Blue, "uple^ I werp cer* 
tiorated that the woman had a le^al interest-^** 
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** Legal ! Och, fever burn you for a. Jew, and 
are you after preaching after money, when a 
swate girrs in d&tress, and no arm to save, bar- 
ring one to bate her with I" 

'* Arm ! what ? strike a young lassie, and she 
in trouble. Na, na ; withouten doubt the ho- 
nour of Gusedale is in jeopardy now;" — and 
Blue, rushing or rather rolling forward, shook 
Ibe gendarme so rudely that the convict slip- 
ped from bis arms and sunk upon the ground. 
The fi^nale shrieked as she saw his face more 
distinctly. " Vierge Marie [^ murmured shej " I 
thought he had been my husband ! Duchesne, 
are you then lost— a prisonerr-dead !^-— And she 
fell insensible across the road. 

". Duchesne !" exclaimed Lamey, — « That 
pretty .boy with his face to the sun, Duchesne ! 
No, no, my sweet creature, Duchesne may be 
good, and why not— but if he conceived himself 
to be a beauty, he was the only man alive of 
that opinion T^ 

<^ Dudiesne!'* exclaimed the gendarme re- 
leadng himself from Blue's hold-—** Sacre ton- 
narre, ce vaut cent louis !" and, pushing aside 
the oonvicty who still lay senseless, he seized 

i8 
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7lEmIitie:'->^ O^ est «e immsieur <)ont^v0ui avez 
porliS ?•— <rep0ndcz,— J9^it&--«^lte r — And fa^ wa^ 
yleBTOvred 4o idiafbe ber intojaaknatton. 

*< That's a woman^ Jbtser^ui 'Bbaej^oMij^JBxd 
ivoldjing the gendarmes hand^^*-** it^ naetmighty 
^ird <o fley « wcmmfi/' 

^ De par le Roif ^xolMined the gvtiiJ^rMV. 
" Par die Rai ! Truiy 'be ismuekle MiocMsd 
to you, for tnaking kim » party in a tight ^4i 
lassie. He has mair baTins, y« tttay rely on it 

'*< M^}es<diable6 ! je vous'fisiMlnRi d^im cowp de 
sabre, fiS !——" 

'^ Come, cone — ^Dae growlmg-^^what fey teiken 
see yoH about me, itiat ^bouM ^gar ne dreed a 
tuilzie wi' you, armed as you are W41 M>oid <of 
nae ordinary ^imensione, a«d me -triT m hazel rice. 
Should I fell bim to the ground, Larney ?* 

c^'Tak^ that Ibt an* answer,^' «atd Lamey, as 
he pointed to anot^r fugi-tnre oosiiiig ^b-deft^ 
perate -speed down ^be -bank. — « The 4)0«(nd» 
will be at that gentleman^s heels, and ve will it 
in at the death with -a 'vengeance, and ^he-young 
woman no great mcttter bdiind us.'* And, ms ke 
spoke, t/be person rushed fievceiy ferwafd, bent 
di« gendarme i^ «be ground, and, ca^tkyg^a lonk 
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of dttfiaiioe on 81k Md Lamey, Mlvanoed cioee 
«p«& theok B)ue, unoeitain ^hxt to do, pre- 
]Mred for the AEMault. 

«< By tbe powers of dartnesB !" cried Laroey, 
"*the «gly, ili-favoured, erosg-graiBed " ■ * ' 

IButPanUiie) Feviving-as faeiqpproaclied, threw 
kerself on Dixeliefi»e, bung ^oft hie ann, «nd 
diecked tbe meditated blow. 

" They are friends/' she cried, " kindirklida 
•-^JQngUshmen^^but for tiiem I had been loist— 
wbMi, dreading ftfaat you were the prisomr, I 
rtished, in desperation to tbe spot^ to make our 

** I scarce know/* answei^ DuclieB&e, *^ What 
tD tay, . or bow to think.^' 

•* And for a vefy good reason/Hiy**pi«tty boy/* 
(diat I abould say «o 1) observed Lamey 4 ^^ this 
iifnot iSL itime fot either ; -fbri now the game's ii- 
fbot, the wjhole pack wtUbe vusumag bveoit-liigb. 
.ttarkye, Sla^ ^isnot tb«t«weet uftisic, and I 
no moore AhrSx misehief ^than m num ^dead res- 
tesdny.'' 

*«< And hnwiaie we to^t ioff this bonny burd 
altne that^ ^riiismiDg its griefb saewaefuUy^^-^. 
I^iU, mam, after the gut ficfll M«Niel of Guse- 



204 THB FIAS-KATEB. 

dtXe tJreated me, I neyet tbot^t I oould have 
ihohd anither of the sex. . Suppose the lasue 
was to tak this cloak, (unbockliog it from the 
saddle,) at a distanceshe might pass for a troc^r.^ 

'* And sure has'at it done that service before, 
as the captiun knows ? — ^but tibat makes no differ 
•<-*iuid so, Ma*aniselle, I would recommend jou, 
without loss of time, seeing there's none to 
spar e i " 

. ^< We had better, however, no be oVr hasty^ 
Lamey : it would be as weel to reason the busi- 
ness i reasomng is becoming in reasonable beings; 
and you see, although the young woman- ** 

<< Heason !'' exdaimed Lamey, as the shoots 
of a party of gendarmes^ in full pursuit, rung 
in the air:— ^* Reason !^' be repeated, white one 
of them, — ^who had taken the hollow road, thinks 
ing, by that way, tocut off the retreat of a band 
of fbgitives, a short distance to the right, mak- 
ing for the wood,— came headlong upon Lamey 
and Pauline ; and, throwing his horse upon its 
haunches, cut down the unfortunate convict, 
who, somewhat revived, was areeping along the 
bottom of the bank. Again the weapon waved 
in the air ; and, although the. awoidsman called 
to Duchesne to surrender, it was obvious that 
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mere sabniission. would not be speedy enou^ to 
avert the blow. Larney, seeing the critical na- 
ture ^f ;tEe emergency^ and that, at the next 
sweepVthe sabre would descend without any dis« 
tinction of persons,, even if the Frenchman at 
DudKine's feet did not take part in the affray, ar- 
rested the uplifted arm, and, still muttering, 
^VBeason! By the holy, reason V* — ^cut the bridle, 
sprung up behind the rider, and, balloding in 
bis ear— ►•f^ Grare les morts— gare la corde— gare 
les morts !" urged on the horse with still fiercer 
cries. The animal, startled with the sudden tu- 
mult, jBSad. furious with the pain from the spurs 
whkh ' the gendarme^ in the confusion of the 
moment, drove into its sides, reared and plunged, 
then, feeling its bead free, rushed past, and, 
at full speed, dashed along the road, and across 
the country, " Gare les morts— gare la corde^" 
shout^ Larney, grasping the riderso tight by the 
sides as almost to check respiration— -<< a prettier 
garron," said Larney, << never ate banes— «orrow 
a better any how. Is'nt it he that can goP^auries 
, double like a lady's pad/' But his reflections 
were cut short by the sudden gleam of a sword 
and tibe wbis[tling of the. m as the steel grazed 
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Ms cheek. He liartily tusned miBil^ and imr, 
to his infinite uneansess, ithat heliad more oonk 
petitom in thiB vace 'Aan he oooieiDplited^ and 
Ifaat nmfSAiet of 4ihe gendmmet w^a fiitioiufy 
|iresMg ^tm ta relieve a 'biother ^from on un- 
seemly ^and awkiMffd an^ippendage as.Lani^ 
exhilnted. 

Larney was jperhaipB 'the meet dezteraos and 
agile fellowof our ^tvoop— ^ind in leaping -and 
vaulting had no 'eqtral; but never was Us ao- 
tivhy put to suchatrial* Heliad^ dnckiraBi 
side lo^de, as the sword approached and foHow- 
ed his change of «ttutftion^«*-to retain ihe Adcr 
fftftt hi hts e]ni)t«ce, and Jkeep «he home ta ita 
fell speed. "TbewiscaJciilationjof abair-lirsaddi 
wotild -have ^een- mortal. ¥0t some time he' waa 
sficeessful ki Ibus playing and hsuadymg witk 
deaths— but' ftM^s impossible to hope tonoBtinue 
long so <despeFfitte ^ ^gome with any )»ospeot «f 
srdceess. Foitonaftely one 4f£ the Mows iatended 
ferliamey ^fell <m fbe 4iorse's tank. Althoag^ 
mnch spent wt^ «be«Kertion^ ^oldmg^to its. 
eoorrse tmabated, the pain b( Ae waimd >gave^ 
l!he rrtotnre 'fresh 'e^ii€ilettiant*..«and bannding^ 
fetifsid, IcaMtig 44fi h^eA 'in thaani^'wd pMnn^ 
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a doad «f tsaioke from the onslabi itfloan icft 

It iraSy boTKever^ ^ery obviouB A(tt>dMi4»iiU 
cndy bem siioit yespite. TJieiipeed of tke iidise 
«ws aganft dnekelmg, and ^tbe Uaod, niiidi ocmt 
flowed fmm it6;8idein5BtnMiiii% tfiiretidd bpwidioit 
^;muld ^e 4be amiiMU^ oaveei?. Lamey , in d»- 
sfiaar^ eawt 'Ms e^^* ^ixmt^ ^unontun Mflhat «k- 
pedietA to «ddpt, iebea^ dbseiiwiog mt old ^aif^ 
a 4^w «3^rdis od^ dm?, asr^lftieiiorse pasasdy ^dmir 
hittidelf off) 4«c«iving; a leUt in «he ^dionkkr 
from his pursuer, who jast 'nmcbed the spot ^e» 
LarneyftfU. Not4inioi]Miit was-to be kxBt Be- 
foits Ihe ffmiaumte oouid i«ki in his hone, Jjiupk 
ney fbad Mtted to the iottiim^ ihe hcAow*-*- 
liad scrambled up the .other side, and, skirting. a 
mass of rubbish, there creating a>nio8t vrakocne 
and foetatnate lanafaosh, ec^ed Aanm a JmxSow 
nnth I naiil tbenking'faeawsn^dnrt^e^ciit ma ^*)a 
dnDeJcnt, m\d not af aigfat^ jonyfaonf," iKJCuepI 
vcjiii ceniidettUe.dda^ itslojthe'«erydcex]ftM4]f 

Bkie^ m themmentjafflBtoBbkineBt^ and al- 
most ecstasy, at Larney^ajmMiDsuvn, ^ad^aofimt^ 
amoBtedAhe .batik, taad MMtle^uag ndikdbo- 



8QB THX FIES-XATfiB. 

ing to e&oourage the swiftness of Larney^s speed. 
But, perceiying more of the enemy approacjiin^ 
be hastened down ; and, thinking it prudent to 
make common cause, on this occasion, with Du- 
chesne, proposed instant retreat. On this pmnt, 
however, the remaining gendarme^ who had re. 
covered from the stun of Duchesne V blow, enter- 
tained a different opinion^— and, drawing a pis- 
tol from the holster of the horse, (a means of 
defence of which neither Larney nor Blue had 
thought,) seized Blue by the neck, and ch-* 
dered him to surrender. 

**Yery pretty," observed Blue, very coolly, 
removing the fellow^s hand, <' and what would 
be sud in Gusedale gin I was"* a craven on ac- 
count of a jnckle puthcr. Do ye take me for 
a southern bairn P^ 

Instantly the trigger was drawn, the lock click- 
ed, and Blue was envdoped in fire and smoke. 
Fortunately the gendarme^s hand was not very 
steady, and the bullet whistled past Bluets ear. 
But, except singeing the foraging cap, no damage 
was done: As the smoke disupated. Blue stood 
disclosed, grim and erect 

** All a flash/' continued Blue, half*choked 
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with the sulphurous vapour, *'aU a flash the- 
gitber.*— *! thought there was mair whistling than 
bear land wi' ye. But what think you of your 
weapon^s twin-brither ? Certy ! it has a most re- 
spectable bore ;" and he plucked the other ps- 
tol from the saddle. But this precaution was 
unpecessary ; for Duchesne, who had been bear* 
ing away Pauline, turned, on hearing the report, 
and once more laid the gendarme prostrate. 
*< Misohancy fallow,^ observed Blue, putting 
his pistol off cock, ** he has caught it agwn, 
and without reason ; for, after all, he was neces- 
sitate to do his duty— ^nd truly gin the execution 
of justice is to be impeded after this gait, we shall 
be eatenup wi^ reavers, robbers, and masterfu* 
b^;g9ra. Yet that's no concern of mine, seeing 
I^m in a strange kihtra. However, I'll no add 
to his calamities by ridding him of them alto- 
gether, as my friend Larn^,-«-queer diidd !-— 
would »y. Lord, I wonder where yon wild cowt 
has carried its ricler; they'Ubaith be het,but I ken 
wfailk will bfi in the greatest fry ;^ and he hasti* 
ly ft^owed I>ui9bf8i^» and, thre^ng a winding 
foot-path, pas^, in dead silenee, almost under 
the yr'uido^^ jqfj \\^ noighbauring chateau, and. 



mduiig anotber sweep, «t la»t pkfoei P^ifine in 
sufttjc, wi^in a'Mdtle cabiB, almo^ in liie (leait 
of«tbieket 

Bhe now learned f hat Dndbesne, bavitig beien 
tracks from place ^ to pkice, ifftet the ad^Fcntore 
ki the ifiHage, had at hst scrught r€<treat in this 
bttt-^dbti^nifig "provifiioas ^r&m ^ friend iii <fiie 
B^jj^tborittfiood, ^Hntil 'the tnliforlNnfate ^^GpersiGli!! 
#f^the<etm\40tSH)tft4(3ffrtAsiir6ide^Hmpp«rt1^ Hfl^ 
t^ 'endurhs^the ^gi^tft«dt pn^vvtiens^ ^resoltedt 
under cover <ttf his ^aMnfs fifx^, to pr e tx e d lo 
the^rSIage. ^H^ dtsgttke, h(>iH9ver, *pHy^ed ttie 
MiofiNi stifipioioifs .be ^could int^'dboMii^ %xiA %is 
natsowly escaped i^prebenrien «n appraaeiii]]^ 
the hom^s. Ekiding it hopi^ess to esfpeet as- 
astwoe in 'th£it diFeetfon, %e i«ttimed, and, sba. 
idng^a wide dit!Ok,'jast i^atdbed^he edge«f IJhe 
road asPffuMaetbad n»hed from the 'wood, mis- 
taking the cmfortnnate convict for li^ ^urfbsnd. 

Upon Bkie's^arriving at quarters, the firat^p^* 
idn who appeared *was Larney, wrikisg ^abetft 
whh p^edt nofUhalimeef'BiaA <wiAi an exprasobn 
of oonntenanoebetokening neftSfi]^ but deoonim 
and "esftt^me pnfpneVy <tf ^ndftet*: fBe wies 
enren more cleanly dressed than usual, and, ex- 



eepting in a VMbe ^nstriimt m Ub ^sttire, %e 
wa&«lttai|^tfaer^M'untyie) i» posrible, a mftti who 
hadto re^endj been in a skirmish. Indeed, it 
mis wefittbat be teiak «ttch "pnecautiotis, for the 
jl«iuiar9ne9 'hwriQg hi^ltm^ feperfted, to ^i^ ciTil 
pm^ in the difibpent villftges, the 'aferdcioti^rets. 
dse land assault of «4»ich Bcmie fiag^nh soldiers 
bad-ineia^itfttjs >aki hfittediate Husrutitty todt 
pbee. Ludui^ liiyireT<er, the {Nfflicip^ 
of :44ie jcnaunandiiig 'ofiioar w«i6 ttiraed ^Umiards A 
fMigr tof ioerjr dimrderiy, itMfdakoMMe ifellowfir, 
Ktho^liady 'cntbatTery tiajr, ibeen ^on an ^expedf* 
tittK fior Aeipurpdie <tf cdriTing trfP, ^fifMn 'a *vfl- 
kger^ 5^1^) ^some »Uflete «f fire^woed whSeh 
dujr-bad ^HaooveteA ^wete helLloweA otit, and 
0DSteiBed«Diitriii>aQd goods. Befiides, Lamej, 
on 'tbiB iOOcwBiOB, hdA >a €ott of pledge of good 
bebavioor, m tenng been 'seen last in the com* 
pmyi0f Ekiid^ who possess^ a high cbatacter Tor 
pmdMee and .oipcuvaiBpeotioB. 

Bdt although Blue and Lamey tfseaped sas* 
pieiiKi, Bo«doaeir w«6 it known that DcKJiesn^D 
bad 4>een in ike mghbomhood, than every avts. 
nue was beset for his apprebenndii ; and it was 
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curready reported that the gendarmes, who stiil 
Ungered about the place, only waited a reinforce- 
ment to drive every thicket in the department. 

<< In a short time," continued Larney, who 
had been obliged to take a long draught to in- 
demnify himself for the fatigues of this narrative, 
*< my shoulder was well— and I could not sleep 
for thinking of the young woman^ and she so 
comely«--and unfit for the buffets and blows of 
a hard world,— as all must know who have gone 
heels up into a quarry ~as I did, which heaven 
preserve her from anyhow. Hunger and thirst, 
your honour, especially the latter,^' (looking into 
the tankard, and knocking on the partiUon for an- 
other supplyi) ^< are disagreeable by nature ; and 
I thought, and so did Blue, that could we have 
given the half of our rations to the poor girl, the 
rest would have tasted the sweeter: But then 
that would have been trafficking with and up- 
holding the enemies of the king. You see. 
Captain, Blue said, that we, being servants of 
our own king, should in no way have a hand 
in any plottings against his Majesty of France, 
whose allies we are——" 
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' «* That is very true." 

' <' But still I did not feel the duty in my heart 
-^that is, another duty was beat — ^beating theare, 
which, somehow, made me act clean contrary to 
my reason. A poor fellow, in crying 'distress-— 
an ould soldier too, and who, as word goes, 
fought well ; and if against us, shows, as Blue 
says, that he was €t to meet honourable men in 
arms. Then, his young wife, with scarce a cup 

of water *' 

.-. ** In short, Lamey, you could not help giving 
them all the assistance in your power, let conse- 
quences be what they might ?'^ 
I* ** No, Captain — ^no assistance at all at all. It 
waS) you will be pleased, under favour, to ob- 
serve, not so clear a matter at fii'st with Blue, 
seeing of the ancient alliances atween the Soots 
gentlemen and the French, of which I never 
heard. But Blue is a man of his word, and 
comes from Gusedale-— a sure warrant of in 
- I integrity, as your honour is of the same 
oountry*aide : . and I have no answer to that last, 
and would like, though a Kerry lad only, to 
see any that would pretend an answer. So Blue 
aaid, that though, from nature, he could not 
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help being fond to' lick the enemy, he would, 
from prindple, love them as brothers, when all 
was over—and they showed no front nor cob>uf 
of front : for as loi^ as they were for fightbg 
e¥er sa little, he had nasucb principle about the 
matti^r. ' 

<* I understand yon- pccfectdy.'^' 

** And so that ould. alliance did pozzle Blue* 
But i bad Bot that to say foF myself and coiimi. 
try ,f— and I asked Blue, seeing the Scotch gen« 
denren, dead now, I do^ suppose, but not for- 
gotten as your honour pereeii^s, bad allied widi 
the French king, whether betting hi» suligeet^ 
against himself, was not like kaoeking. him 
down and bidding him stemd, as wo* ore' after 
ddiDg, it ii said ? To which Blue a&swered no* 
thmg,— *€0 I resolved'*'^****'' 

** To do what perhaps wasj quittti rigbi." 

^ Tnse^ for ye\ your honour.-*-! determined 
tok wash my handB of thitimatlec ; madx ii Hvh 
dmnewould run his headagaimt a part, it wa. 
nOi&uit of mine tbaA tfaetone was haider^thaii 
die otber. So i o6sarve<i to^ Blue^ wlboi was scai. 
somag the pcant to bimstl^ and^ like me^ bsd 
oonie t» a vesobpt' t» cut and.imn» ettAsAv >mm 



^* Blufi^* flays. I, **h would not be p^t in 
soldiers Uk&us,. taking the kingVpay, to back 
and Qpcker ug the em^mies. of bis. Majesty's 
friends/' 

^ Ye never spak.nia]r truth^Vsaid her-QUz duty 
.««our bounden duty is, pbun. Hethatrins maj^ 
read-4>esides,, it's aye best tq sit in saughti'* 

*^ Yet^ that poor fellow with the fa con" ■ " 

" Duty, Larney, duty !" 

^^ And' that young wnman?"' 

<< Dinna speak of it — I've done eneugh in het 
hloodt-^I. never thought it was so wacmr— I've 
h^d tim? ta cool." 

<< O'er.y'Oupg.to have, seen t^uble !'' 

« Ikrty I" 

*^ Sotindeiy. and. no fear &]; herself, wbeuiher 
heart's JAy was in danger V 

<^ Ay^. she^ is an exception*" 

** Her comely face was: once, full of spules^via 
prettier, eye nevepr looked on." 

<« Wed. favoured), nae doubt" 

<^ Now it's waOfand sickly;, sorroiiv^ jay laft 
there." 

<^ Ays she has-been, sair irysted/' 

" And no hope/' 
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" Pain and pleasure, Larney, are whiles mixed 
— ane the waft— the other the warp. Poor 
thing ! I wish it had been all the last for her 
sake/' 

** And did your master and my commander 
great service in the hour of need ; — that I have 
reason to know, and reason is every thing." 

" Service !— done my master great service ! — 
and I to forget that !-«-an ae^fauld nfTectuous 
lassie, and she little mair than a bairn! If it 
wasna for duty—" 

" And so," continued Larney, ** I twirling a 
bit of twig. Blue asked if I knew where he could 
get the like, it being nater to walk with a sap- 
ling than with your hands in your pockets and 
nothing at the bottom. And I said that I did 
not but suppose such a thing might be got in the 
wood if we went far enough ; and he asked my 
taste as to the make, and I scud that, for a clane 
cut, a Kerry switch, of three inches and a half 
at the thinnest, had no compare. If it is of 
greater girth, Captain, it is apt to bruise.'* 

« Very true, Larney." 

<^ And so, without saying more than a matter 
of two words, and these about the genteelness of 
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a two-haiided fovl, we walked quxedy down to 
the great wood» aad^ oneephig through the 
bushes, we eame to the cabin, and I put my 
mouth close to the little window, and whispeied 
loud enough to be beard by fdi within-^for it 
was as well to be cimtious, in case there mi^ 
be any stranger-visitors—^ Duchesne, my good 
fellow, it's all blown ; and you must be off with 
the speed off light, and little Pauline too—mwieet 
jewel.* So, after havii^ told my tseciet, I thought 
it but friendly to c^en the door, and say that 
my riioulder was well, and I didn't cam though 
not; and that I had a bit of a seedling at their 
service, and did not vidue any two of these whis- 
kered bumbailies not a >t«cf ; on which JBhie ob* 
served, that was unfair odds, and he would take 
his two one after another, unless they preferred 
the contrary, whidi was mor^ sinsible in Mm, 
and but reasooaUe/' 

<< I thought^ Lamey, yon had resolved to 
leave our poor friends to their fiite?'* 

'< To their fiijke, is yonr honour flaying? And 
sure so I did, if it was thdr &te for me to give 
them warning £ke ; and Blue said it was not&r 
fluohas us to inteffeie in matters of Frovidenoe; 
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and it was no feeling of earth, your honour, that 
brou^t our hearts to our lips^ and made the tips 
of my fingers bate time on the twig I was spak- 
ing of, when Maamselle Pauline cried like a 
child, and said we were better as brothers to her, 
and she without any, save one at a distance, 
and that too far to help, and he unable though 
willing ; and Blue said there was a clane dif- 
ference atween her and one Kate M^Niel " 
" I do not doubt it, Lamey." 
** And so, then, we heard the sound of voices 
a long way off, on the wind, very high — a thing 
I never could understand, but Blue s^ d 

(< Very well, — I dare say his explanation was 
quite satisfactory. But go on, my good friend, 
with your story." 

^^ So Duchesne put his feet on the little bit of 
fire on which his dinn^<^-no great thing, your 
Honour-— was stewing-— I saw several potatoes— 
but no matter for that— ^nd Pauline knelt down 
and prayed— ^and Duchesne chipped the flints of 
a pretty pair of pistols, by no means tooth- 
. picks, and said, unless we made ourselves scarce 
he would offer no resistance, for fear of bringing 
us into trcAible— wfaidi was very genteel-«-aod 
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Blue and I, with one voice, spaking one after 
another, lliat Duchesne might see we agreed en* 
ttrely, answered, that there was nothing so agree- 
able as a bit of fight ; and that, (without disre- 
spect to our sovereign, whom heaven- preserve, 
and for whom I, and 1^11 take on for Blue, will 
fight to our dying day ; and I would be glad to 
see any man that would say he'd do more, and 
would beasgoodas his word,) we would, therefore, 
reason the matter with the gentlemen gendarmes 
a*8creeching like pea*hens in a puddle;— «nd Du- 
chesne said that they would listen to no reason ; 
and Blue said he suspected as much from expe- 
rience of time past, in his own country ; and I 
said it was good breeding, any how, to be civil ; 
so I whispered to Blue to knock down the first 
that put his head round the corner, while I, with 
Duchesne's frock over my shoulders, would frisk 
away through the wood—-—" 

^^ And knock down who followed, I pre- 
sume f^ 

« That altogether would depend upon Blue, 
your honour, letting any pass.^^ 

^' But these fellows, Lamey, are armed with 
sabres." 
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<< We did not forget that, your honour ; butfilue 
md^ the nate way to meet a drawn swoid was 
not tolet it see the blessed sun^ but take the first 
iwoid like with the wearer»**^and I saw Uk rea- 
son of the tUng at once;*^^afid so the voices 
came nearer and nearer, and Bine said the g€9^ 
darmes could not ride through the wood, and^ if 
Duchesne would creep idong to the ouft-skirts, it 
would be a pretty thing to borrow one of dK 
horses, and we wonld warrant tike forthcnaHi^ 
of Ma'amaelle at any place he preierredy wUdh 
Duchesne siod was a prime idea ; and Ma^amnsUe 
would hare taken a htirse too, but Blue said be 
knew no pt^e^^rcoedent for the iike**^whi£^ring 
in my ear^ his true reason wias, that the youHg wd- 
man was shaking hkea child and past speakiag, 
as I judged myself whea she asked it. And do 
Duchesne, a-dUpping on theckmk she hadbroaght 
home the time before. Blue lifted Ma*MnseMe a. 
way through the bariies«*^e crying as would 
have broke my heart. Captain, if there had been 
time; but I seed the sharp end of one of the gen- 
darmes' cocked hats peepingthrough a hadttl bush, 
^ I gave a haUootolet them know I wasnotfaroff, 
and, taking a clean contrary way from Blue and 
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Ma^amselldy kept fistliiig oalA working on where 
it was tbtokesty««-«yery now and then, for change 
sake, crossing the open {dleys, and then th^ 
rogues would 9et up a shout, ajs big as a brigade 
of nioe-pounderd, and the bullets came singing 
hk» spring-hail about niy ears, which was un- 
genteel, seeing I did not fire back, and for a good 
reason. So, aft^r kee{%ng theu hot at work for 
the leather of two hours, I loMcddown the frock 
aod Gap to receite a diaohai^e, and walked away 
coolly; whi^tlii^ when I was out of hearing, that 
th^y migbt oot think me any way oonoemed in 
^ business, A *oute thought, as Blue acknow- 
li^dgi^, whm 1 told him/ 
<* Wdl, Laraey, but what of Pauline ?'' 
'< That's what I am juist reaching. I had 
scrambled through the wood, and was resting on 
the edge of the ditch on the chausste side, and had 
sat down to get breath a few, seeing the day was 
warm and sorrow a breath of air among the 
' bushes, and I had not been idlSf So who did I 
see coming along, but half a doaen of these troop* 
ers, hot wd smoking like a limekiln, and they 
all on horseback, and one of th^n a*-foot» with his 
big sabre sklumbering in the dust and clinking 
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ovte the stones. So I laughed in my inside 
for it was best to be prudent; and then, merelj 
as if for indifference sake, I said to him, making 
a bow as I sat, which he had not the decency to 
retuni, that the day could not be considered 
frosty, and civilly asked if all the infantry wore 
spurs. So the rest laughed, and I laughed that 
I might not seem particular, — and he looked as 
if he wished to know if I had any comrades to 
back me, so I rose up and told him, there was 
none of my country within a matter of a mile ;— 
but he was a duU^headed fellow, and would take 
no hint of the kind,<»but perhaps I should not 
have turned my eye on die seedling which lay at 
my feet, — and one of the men said, that if they 
moved all day as if they were asleep, they would 
never light upon Uie rogue who had run off with 
their walking friend's horse. So I knew all was 
well, and pushed my way home and got to quar- 
ters, just in time to be carried to the old 
major's, who asked what I. had been about and 
away at stable hours, and I such a figure; 
and I said, if I was- black, it was, under fa- 
vour, with dust and not bating,— and tliat I al- 
ways had a character for peaceaUeness; and 



CHA]»T£R vir. 223 

the major said, he was sure, from my an- 
swer, I had been after some devilry* So I, 
not liking the way he was looking, wiped the 
dust and hair from my forehead to show I 
was speaking nothing but truth ; and the ma- 
jor said the bit of a cut I got on the eighteenth 
stood a good evidence in my favour for this once, 
but never would more. And I thought there 
was another cut would have been my ruin if the 
major had an eye in his back, — ^tfaat is, i f ^ ' 
<< 66 on— go on, Lamey— I am all impatience 
-—You have not t6ld me a word about poor 
Pauline's fate.*' 

*< So I was dismissed with a reprimand : 
And resolved, that, come what might, I would 
never put my hand to another such matter, 
-—and Blue said the same; and he told me 
he was busy getting Ma'ainseUe sent, hidling, to 
a lady's at Douay— -but the poor girl was crying 
bitterly about some papers— -and that all would 
be lost if the gendarmes got hold of them. So 
I said to Blue, that she could not expect me to 
do any thing more,— «and he answered, sure 
not ; — and that she was very low, uid broken- 
down^like. But I'm tiring your honour ?** 
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<<Not in the least, Larney— I listen to you 
with much interest" 

<< So I set off for the oahin, and fimnd the 
papers^ as said, and one dirty bit of a scrap 
seemed to be Eoglish-— a half«finiiEiied letter from 
a foolish boy— a little Kerry bd, who had been in 
the transport vbich went aground on the Fi^nch 
ooast a matter of ten years ago and much more, 
-"the old raajor^s brother was lost in her.^* 

<< Why, Lamey, the boy must hare been one 
ofus."" 

*' Likely, your honour<«»and so be got safe on 
shore, and was sent to the interior, as they call 
it— and his shoes wore to pieces, and his stock- 
ings made no stand— and, what with poor feed- 
11^ and no drinking, and long marching, and 
more kicks than halfpence, sorrow much life was 
left in him. But a kindly old woman saw his 
white face, as the party straggled past her house, 
and he asked for a cup of water, and would have 
rested : And she said it would be her ruin to let 
a prisoner sit down, and desured him to go about 
his business, and she turned away, keeping 
pointing with her finger to the back-door ;<-^and 
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SO the boj took the hint and got out of ^ 
and, iriien aU was quiet, the mother irtio bore 
him could not have been more tindeiJiearted*— 
and her little daughter would sit houri at the 
door, a^d watch that no harm might come^ and 
he out of hiding. So, one night, when some of 
the Freneh levies, no better as gaol-birds, were 
in full march, and fora^ng for themselves on 
the way, the door opened, and a big fellow 
craved meat and drink, which he took<«-and 
then he wanted money, of which the old woman 
had none, or little-— and that little could not be 
easily spared : So he shook the old woman, and 
she sud he durst not have done so if her hus- 
band had been at hom&— which he was not, be- 
ing at a distance ; and the fellow said he would 
be frte to take away the little one unless he got 
ransom*— and the old woman screamed-— and in- 
treated— and went on her knees, and offered all 
she was worth, imd that was not half-«-and the 
little girl ran for the boy, as if he was fit for 
any good. Now, he bad heturd the noise, and 
was on his way, adod had picked up a handy bit 
of wood — and .he entered, — and saying> aa waa 
civil-^< diis is but an ungenteel proceeding, see-- 
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ing there are here onlj a woman and a diUd, 
barring a boy, who cab do nc^ing,^ / fetched 
him a hit on the hea d *" 
" You, Lamey !^ 

^^ Ay, 0ure, your honour; and on repeating 
the compliment, he took the hint and fell out- 
side the door, just as I asked the old woman to 
stand a bit adde, to give me a prettier flourish, 
for the roof was lo^, and his head uncommon 
thick ; — and could I have done less for her, and 
she the mother of Pauline ?*' 

« Of Pauline ?" 

«« True, for ye, your honour;—- so, shortly after, 
I got to Kerry once more,-— and when I met 
Ma'amselle again, time had scnre changed me, 
and she had grown to womanhood,<-«^o little 
wonder we were as strange as children to be 
born to-morrow. But this bit note told me all, 
and now I found that my heart had been truer 
than my eye8,«»and I came to believe all my 
arguing with Blue was clean blarney, and heart 
was better than reason any day i ** 

^^ I hope you saw the poor girl ? — ^It would, 
indeed, be a gratification for her to lear n 

^^ And was it not that, your honour, I was.after 
coming too? — I just got home in time to find the 
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door closed, and Blue out of caUiog,-— so I 
thought they would be oil their way to Douay, 
and I ran a matter of a mile on the road, and I 
would hare explained all, but when I said < I 
am the little Kerry boy that knocked the big 
fellow on the head,-*-iand would have done ten 
times more for you and your mother, kind soul, 
and I am afraid she is not alive to hear me 
spake it, seeing she would not be far off and 
her daughter in distress,' — Ma'amselle screamed 
a great cry and hung on me like a brother, — 
but spoke nothing,— good luck to it ; for, if she 
had, sorrow a word I could have answered ; 
and Blue said the young woman was in a dead 
faint, — so, hearing the stable call, and knowing 
I could be of no service to Ma'amselle, and she 
in good hands, and I still dumb, I for the mat- 
ter of a moment looked at her comely face just 
reddening with the colour of life, and in my heart 
gave her Grod^s blessing, — which I hope has 
rested with her and her*s ever ^nce. I could 
give her no better,— -nor that again,— and for 
this good reason, that more of her or Duchesne 

« 

we never heard for better or for worse^— and 
an old cut on my knee breaking out, I was 
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sent borne a king^s pensioiiery«-and happy was 
the hour that I hung up my bush, seeing your 
honour has come in, and Lamey's had the 
oompthnent of having his cdd Oapt^n his cus* 
tom^-— — " 

My horse had by this time been pacing for 
nearly half an hour before the front of the door, 
«-and I had not a moment to lose. I wts 
therefore unwillingly obliged to terminate my 
vimt,— and, recommending to Lamey to shun 
either giving or taking broken heads, and put* 
ting some silver in the hostess's hand, and say- 
ing something very creditable to Lamey^s cha- 
racter as a man and soldier, i took my leav^ 
and travelling as fast as the horse could carry 
me, reached York in good time, and proceeded 
by the mail to London. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

<< So, how d*ye like my shapes now ?" 

Vakbuaou. 

On reaching London I &und letters awaiting 
me, which made me still more anxious to lose 
no time in proceeding to head*quarters. I 
therefore hurried to Doyer. and was fortunate 
enough to arrive there just as the packet was 
unfurling its sails and bearing away for the 
French coast. 

At first the weather promised to be propi- 
tious, but, when almost within hail of Calais, 
we were driven back by a furious blast, and, as 
it moderated, recovered a few miles, only to 
be left in a d^ad ^Im. While jpcfUi^g «bout. 



230 THE FIKE-EATSR. 

and rising and falling with the heavy swell which 
heaved unabated — ^the vessel^s head sometimes 
pointing to England and sometimes to France—* 
and with every prospect of passing a night or 
perhaps more on the water — a fishing-boat ran 
along*side, and I joyfully agreed to the fisher- 
men^s offer to convey me to the nearest French 
port they could make. 

By vigorous and unremitting rowing, we ra* 
pidly approached the shore; but once more were 
overtaken by a gale of wind, and carried far to 
the south of our intended destination. From 
the state of the weather, I dreaded that we would 
be unable to reach any point of the French coast, 
or, at all events, that we would be obliged to tie 
off and on until the surf, which raged on the 
banks, had considerably lessened. The men, 
however, se^oied to consider landing to be a mat- 
ter of no difficulty, and, taking the advantage of 
the cover of some high sand-hills, and seizing 
the moment when the blast was a little allayed, 
they pushed through waves and spray, and, at 
the expense of a hearty ducking, safely deposit- 
ed me at Sangatte. 

Calculating from the time at which the dili« 
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gence left Calais^ I knew tbftt if I ^as expedif 
tious I still could interoqpt it before! it reached 
Boulogne. With as little delay as possible, there- 
fore, I hired horses, and proceeded, at full speed, 
along the Chemin de Leulingue* Unfortunate- 
ly, however, conceiving that a very beneficial 
saving in point of distance would be gained by 
following a sentier which diverged from the high 
road, and wound over a tract of bleak, and rug* 
gad fields, I, in spite of the remonstrances of the 
attendant who accompanied me, or of his intrea- 
ties to have mercy on him and his cattle, struck 
across the country. But I soon became sensible 
of my folly, and tasted the. bitter fruits of my 
overweening confidence in my own knowledge, 
by being fairly brought to a halt among the neirs 
moites* My attendant had now become sulky, 
and only answered to my remonstrances by 
shrugging up his shoulders, and declaring that 
^ he knew as little as I did about the wastes we 
were encompassed with. No other person, to 
whom I could apply, was in sight. As a last 
resort, therefore, I made toward a' small village^ 
winch I perceived on a height at some distance, 
and which, I thought, might aSatd the means 
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of kanung what route I ought to putsue; oc 
Kftther, might supply me with other hcMraes^ . or 
with lome idnd of ydiide by wluch to proceed; 
iae the wvetched animal on which I was mount- 
ed, unaeouitomed to the exertion I had required 
£rom it, now icaroely could be induced to creqp 
along at n saail-paoe, and answered to the movt 
vigorous application of whip and spur only with 
a series of small plunges, whidi in no way in- 
opeased my progress or comfort 

On rkling up to a rmy unpromising aubergCf 
I was, however, r^oiced to see, in a court, a two* 
whedied vehide^ for which I trusted the owner 
would abo have horses. Dismissing, theriefore, 
my courier, whose good humour returned on 
my paymg Urn some trifle move than he had 
expected, I entered the house and b^ged 
that the chaise might be immediately got 
Fsady. An old woman, who appeared to fae 
the hostess, looked at me \erj suapiciouslyy 
which, indeed, might have been expected^ 
considering I was covered with dust, my hm 
powdered with sand, and my face giaaed and 
eracked with At ^Kppsore to the sea aqp ^^ ^ 
refiected raysof thesiin. I ooghff, also,tohave 
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mentioned Aat, in Acting our landing, I lost 
my hat, and was obliged to contimt myself with 
a foraging cap of bl^k lamb-wool, << a world too 
wide," and q^reading over my head like a groat 
wooden platter. When, however, she disoovered 
that I was an Englishman, she seemed willing to 
make allowances for every absurdity, and con- 
teMed herself with muttering, withii grtmaoe 
which seemed to be oonstitutional^ aometbihg 
about the impetuoaty of the Ssglisb, and their 
tHoughftlesstiess, to expect that, in « place like 
Haut-Ettcalle, a simply dT horaes and oasiiages 
could be obtuned fcnr all the worid. ^< If you 
gave your life, Monsieur Ang^ofa,^ die added, 
** you could only get our pakuJvBf and that I 
have only had for six weeks, and is nearly in 
pieces, besides being bespoke by both of the par- 
ties who came ashore last night on the sandUhtllsi, 
and who are settling the matter among them, 
selves as they best can. Monsieur le Busse is 
more considerate than to expect impossibilities.^* 
While she was speaking, I looked lo the insim 
dow. It was open, and I eacaly distinguidied 

a group of people,' who, with mudi earnestness, 

» 

were dedding the point of precedency. At the 
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door stood smiling, with infinite complacency,, a 
tall, grim military figure, smoking a pipe, the 
bole of which reposed in his waistcoat, while the 
end of the tube lay hid amidst a thicket of whis- 
kers and mustachios. 

*^ You have a friend in affliction,^' concluded 
the old woman, ^' and that's always a comfort. 
So you must submit to stay here all night, and 
take your turn when Jos^ is ready .^ 

<< That is impossdble," I answered ; ^< I must 
instantly proceed. If you cannot accommodate 
me, sorely you can direct me where I am likely 
to be more suocessfuI.^-^But Madame, sum- 
moned from half-a-dozen quarters, recommended, 
With most provoking composure, that I should 
cultivate that useful virtue, patience— and disap- 
peared without deigning to pay any further at« 
tention to my expostulations* 

Every moment now was valuable. If I did 
not gain the high-road at a certain hour, the di- 
ligence would have passed ; i^id*, from the short 
time that the gates on the fortified towns on. the 
grande route are open to travellers by post, I 
would be days in accomplishing what, in my own 
country, would have occupied only a few hours; 
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and, therefore, I thought it best to proceed to the 
stable-yard, and see what I could e£Pect person* 
ally. 

At the door of a long and narrow outhouse, 
which seemed the receptacle of all kinds of four- 
footed animals, I saw a lad harnessing two very 
incongruously-matched hcN-ses ; — one, a tali gaunt 
creature, and the other a mere punch pony^ 
busy devouring coarse brown rye-bread, broke 
into piece s oca ttcared in a sort of portable man* 
ger. I asked the lad, who had part of the harness 
between his teeth, while he was repairing, on the * 
rest of it, some of the disasters of the last journey, 
whether it was not possible to get the vehide 
for which these horses were intended ? He shook 
his head, and continued his work. I repeated 
my question. He impatiently removed the ob* 
stacle to his utterance, and seemed inclined to 
give a very unfavourable and peremptory an- 
swer — but, as 1 took an opportunity of showing 
some francs in my hand, his ili-bumour vanish- 
ed, and, nodding familiarly-*** 

** How oouid you expect it, sir,^* he said, with 
a broad gm ; ^< I am bought. f«r this occamon, 
and cannot in; h<mbur pli^y the koave ogatn 
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tKMkf • But there comes a merry garf4m'^^4jcy 
him«-*4uid yet, ezeept hb mulet and my Nor- 
mandies here, great and small,— there is not aa- 
olber btast oi burden in the place.*^ 

I advanced towmrds the person .thus intio- 
dttoed to my notice, hoping that he might like- 
wise prove a postilion, and would be able to asmst 
or advise met but I perecftved that I was mis- 
taken. Instead of die little smart hat and 
senmp4ailad jacket, which generally deocxate 
these people, he had on a laiffe while iii^t-csp» 
* peedied en the side of a curly head, doeelj 
cvoppedi except in finnt, whore a piofti^n of 
hair hung over his temples, and seemed almost 
toolMcuie his df^ : A capaoous nedcdoth half 
oooeealed his fiiee ; and a loose frock, folded 
up and girded round the middle, partially to* 
eered his jacket and trowsera. He sat erect on 
the very haunches (rf* the mule, bearing bdore 
him several empty grain bags, the contents of 
which he had probably left at the mill. 

I had more than once been struck at the 
singular appearance whidi,*in c^her parts of 
France, the millers present Widiout stir* 
rups, cimging merely by the knees, and hokl* 
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ing loosely die kmg reins attached to a great 
coarse bit— wkich^ if suddeol j chedced, thzeatw* 
ed to ^sbeate the jaws ci the uohappj mules 
tb«y bestrode,— they galloped, without fear or 
pause, ovar ground that wduld have baulked the 
best horse in our troop. Aa the evenings dosed, 
I have seesi aboul twenty of thera emer^ng from 
the hollow road which communicated with the 
mills in our neighbourhood— then ^reading in 
all dipection»— >^peariBg for a moment— again 
vanidiing-i^-till they were once more descried fly^ 
ii^ Hke the wind along the paths which led to 
their difierent villages. Our men, often for amuses 
m^t used to mount these unseemly i^at*gera ; 
but^ whetha* they wece ignorant of the proper 
managementy or the animals did not approve of 
their new allies, the result generally was an in- 
stantaneoua scene <^kicking; duiing the progress 
of which^ the venturous rider was^ by d^gi^es, 
promoted along the arch of the node, and finally 
deposited upcm the road. 

I could hardfy, ia die present ease, eacpeet 
much better fortune, but still it was best to ilry. 
I therefore accosited the man,— ^nentioned the 
urgency of my cescv and thak -even now there 
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fioaroe was tune left to reach the pbint where the 
etos(Mt>ad joined the grande rouity before the dili* 
gence passed. At first he attempted to aroid 
me, and seemed anxious to shun conversation ; 
but, when I repeated my words, he drew his cap 
nearly over his eyes, and, politely returning my 
salutation, expressed his regret that he had no 
means of assisting me. 

«« This is,'* he added, " a wretchedly poor vil- 
lage, and, if Jos^ cannot provide you with horses, 
I do not know what advice to give. I would 
Dot deceive you by recommending a trial of my 
mule. It is so obstinate, that, now the day's 
work is over, of which it is quite aware, no human 
strength can remove its fore-feet when once they 
are rooted in the ground, and its head is setded 
between its knees.'* 

** Then," I observed, <* since matters are at the 
worst, I shall proceed on foot. I know that I 
shall be too late for the diligence, but still I shall 
gun so far on my journey. I see no chance of 
getting away to-night, if I wait here for Josh's 
return.'* 

As I spoke, the man Wfcs ungirthing the 
mule, which stood kicking and biting as he drew 
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the strap tighter to free the tongue of the bUckle. 
He stopped in the middle of the operation, and, 
unheeding the tortured animal driving the sand 
and stones about, as the sharp edge of the hard 
leather entered deeper than usual into the cuts 
which seamed its sides, rapidly observed, <* You 
are en service T 

I assented. He looked earnestly at me. 

« You were quartered near Cambray ?" 

" True." 

He then muttered something to himself, and 
suddenly inquired what answer I had received 
from Jos6 ? 

" He positively refused, but, if you can pre- 
vail upon him, you will do me an infinite favour. 
Besides, you shall have no reason to repent of 
your good offices."— -And I took some money 
from my pocket, to give additional weight to my 
request But he checked my hand. 

*' I have some influence with him,"^ he said, 
thoughtfully, «* and why not exert it ? But, in the 
meantime, you had better retire to the house. 
Be patient, and on the alert— wait in the pass- 
age of the auberge. Why do you hedtate? 
Though you are accustomed to command, you 
now must obey me. I am not trifling. What 
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I undertake,'' he added, in a detennined tone, 
which, I thought, hardly called for by the oc- 
casion, <^ I shall perform.^ 

Before leaving the yard, I could not refrain 
from looking around, to see how matters were 
proceedii^. The strai^r and Jos^ had entered 
into very ardent conTersation-**>the latter most 
violently shrugging and grimacing, while the 
former addressed him with much earnestness : 

'< If success depends,^ I thought, << on Jos6, 
with hia ideas of honour, I am afrud that I 
have little chance of escape from this miserable 
place ; but, at all events, it is best to comply 
with ordars." 

I aoooidia^y betook myself to the passage, 
and I had not remained long when my new 
friend, smartly equipped in a little green jacket, 
with huge buttons^ and a pur oi boots which 
out-did any thing La Fleur ever wore, ap- 
{H'oach^, and beckoned me to follow him. I 
obeyed — saw the horses ready harnessed to the 
foiacke^ and, in a moment^ i leaped in. la 
scrambling up, however, feigettiag that the half 
of the seat which had been raised to admit me 
was a little elevated, I rolled among the straw at 
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the bottom. I exerted myself to gsda a more 
agreeable position, but a sudd^o bolt of the miu* 
chine threw me so far forward as to thrust half 
my body out of the open front. This^ however, 
enabled me to see,— as distinctly as it may 
be supposed I could, in my awkward situa- 
tion,— -the disappointed group, stamping and 
swearing at the door. The whiskered cha- 
raeter,.^who flattered himself he had, by a peiU- 
£CUj gained over Jos6 and was about to out- 
wit every other person, made aware of our flight, 
, by the cracking of the whip and the jingle and 
crash of ungreased wheels over the rudecauseway, 
which lay .in front of the house, s^zed, in the 
frensy of the moment, the mule which my new 
friend had turned loose, and which was now 
browsing on the road-side. This expedient, how- 
ever, added very little to Monueur Le Russets 
positive advance in the pursuit, though, relative* 
^ ly, his progress was far from slow. The animal 
instantly commenced a system of kicking, which 
continued with unabated fury, as loi^ as I re- 
mained in sight ; and, from the rapidity of the 
movements, and the very uncertmi and precarious 
seat the rider seemed to fn;oy» I had no doubt 
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tbilt a sqpiintian iras very ipccdily and «flRectii- 
aUy acoomplisbed 

In the duilaiels <^ France which wen most 
famiUir to me, f he cni8B-*roads, formed apparent* 
ly more by the mane act of tmvelliiig than bj 
any manual labour of the inhabitants, ace pe> 
cujyuirly deqp and uneven. The thick, tenadant 
day allows the rain» which falls and aocumniateB 
on the surfiuoe, ino means of escape*«N«ad the 
constant fiiotaon and grinduig of oart Msd wag- 
gon*-wbceIs by degrees work this mud or paste 
into endless faoUows, jvhidi you hanre literally 
to skirt or drag throng, aoeoiding to die ad- 
dress or awkwardnefls of your driver. 

Even traveUing at any qieed, on hoise^iack, 
especially if the weather has been wet, beeomes 
perplexing imd dangerous, unless you are mount- 
ed on one of the bidets of the neighbourhood, 
which, accustomed to sudi precarious footing, 
pursues its course without laultermg. A strange 
horse slips, firets, and becomes so soon disorder- 
ed by few:, that the odds are, dAt the rider 
drops into the very puddle the poor creature is 
exerting ev«ry muscle to avoid. 

The country over which I was now to pass. 
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was fiur ffom posseMhig ii favoutftble ftspeet, 
aiid did not aoem to be intetieetdd by ttMuls 
«i nil. This, hdwet'er, appeared to be of no 
ttottenC (a the postirlion, who, dtagging thrcnigh 
a heavy sandy scril, and ascending a saocessitm of 
h<^hti, whieh I could stance have believed the 
hotses vrere capable oF mounting, proceeded in 
M straight a Ibe as if be had been engaged in a 
alee]^e4Hint» At lenglb we entered a hollow 
rood, and the ur resounded witih l^e cradc- 
ing of his wfaip'-^-a precaution which 1 knew 
to be necessary here, as a^rding the only means 
of informing people approaching from the oppo- 
site direction, that the route was already occupied. 
Suddenly the vehicle stopped, and, on recover- 
ing from the bok forward X had made in 
consequence, I percdved the wheels so deeply 
sunk in the day, that the utmost exertions of 
the horses to move them were foiled.—-! believe 
I looked out witlk a considerable expression of 
hopeless dismiay; btttmynewfriend,noddingvery 
^gnificantly, dismounted, and putting his arm 
to the nave, and plying well his whip, whistled, 
and cftUed to, and encouraged the panting ani- 
mals, with such eflRsct as at length to induce 



244 THE F1E£«BATSIR. 

tbem to make another desperate effort, ^d ta 
spring off at a gallop. I now began to think that 
the ipisery of sticking fast was even less than that 
of being tossed up and down, like a ball, as the 
wheels skimmed the surface of cavities nefU'ly 
deep enough to have swallowed us altogether : 
But my friend wisely kept the horses at thdr 
full speed — well knowing that if the patache lost 
the impetus already acquired, every chance was 
against getting out of the hollow that ni^t. 
By this time he had leapt on a bank which 
almost hung over the carriage, and continued 
hallooing and cracking his whip, without inter- 
mission, till at length the height becomiiig too 
elevated to enable him to guide the horses, he 
dropped into the saddle, and, after several vigo- 
rous applications of his spurs, and a strangcf mix- 
ture of complimentary and abusive epithets, ur- 
ged on the horses with such success as shortly 
to extricate himself from the road, or rather 
ditch, through which we had been floundering. 
This, however, aijforded little relief to the 
horses ; for the comparative ease with which the 
wheels flew over the ground was the signal for 
an increase of speed. The harness stood the 
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^nun wonderfu'llj well considering its compo- 
sition. The traces were of rope a good deal worn 
away, and had never been thicker than a per- 
son's little finger. The collars were covered with 
sheep-skin having the wool on,— and the rest 
of the tackling consisted of undressed leather. 
An ancient military saddle, with a high back and 
front, ornamented with a profusion of brass, 
contained my friend, when he did hot, for the 
purpose of applying his whip more vigorously, 
prefer standing erect in a pair of stirrups, which 
no consideration would have induced me to trust 
'for a moment. 

But my attention was withdrawn from the 
appointments of this tuni'outy by the horses' 
sudden exertion to get over some broken cause- 
way communicating with a road, leading to 
a village called * Pol-Emprise,' — a name. I 
thought, admirably descriptive of my present 
undertaking. Unprepared for the slippery and 
uneven surface, one horse came down on its 
side, and the other fell on its knees and 
nose. I instantly endeavoured to get out, but 
discovered that the door was faistened by a 
latchet of much too curious intricacy fi>r such 
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an eniergeQcy. My friend, bcywe^er, remisiied 
quite ooanposed, and, shaking bimadf free fiom 
the stirrups, stood astride, tiU bi^ own hone 
got om its feet, and tbd other contrived lo fialkw 
the example* This, scarce occupied a nwuBacnt, 
•—tb^Ui resuming bis speed, be gmied the 
dkauasee of the grmde nmU- 

Pausing for an iustant, 9^ kxdmg^ ^agwiy 
backwarda and forwards, be took off bia cap^ 
and wipng bis brow^ said :-— ** There, 'Uoemm 
k Capitaine, grace i $qm IHsuy we aie tuns 
enough after ally^«-*see bow the diUgenee tbuiders 
on, not half a mile before us: — EinnmrUh^ 
Normandy agmist all France T and he pmhed 
forward :-— But the unfortunate vehicle, tmm^ 
custOoned to be torn along at such a rale, erne 
down with a crash. The diligence,, in conse- 
quence, rapidly disa|^)eared, and indeed, in its 
speedy seemed that day to bdbe its usual cha- 
racter. I cursed my ill fate as my friend re- 
lieved me from niy confinement ^< What is to 
be done now ?"* I inquired. — << Qb, the horses/" 
be an^weied, *<are all the betl^ of rests — 
breathe them a, moment, and wie witt soon 
make up our lost way/' 
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<* But what will we do for a wfaeel,*^ I an- 
swered^ ^* you see the state of this one ?*' 

** Pshaw, that^s a trifle,'' he replied, >• it k 
not the worse of that crack. Though, Jesu ! 
the socket is split through and through, and 
St. Francis himself could not make the wheel 
go round.'' 

He put his hands in his breecbes-pockets^ 
and, poising backwards and forwards on his 
beels and toes, stood silent for some minutes, 
while I bit my lips in very vexation. TheD, 
suddenly asking my assistance, he produced, 
from the insde of the paiachef some ropes, with 
i^hich he bound the wheel in such a manner 
that it stood as stiff as if it had been clasped 
by a dnig>chain.— «'< You know we are to go 
down-hill at any rate," he observed; ^ so 
get in and trust to good fortune ; for, after all, 
I must advise yoo to put no great confid^ice in 
any thing else.'* 

I had scarce time to resume my place, before 
he again, in utter defiance of all danger, pushed 
bis foaming horses at full qieed over a cause- 
way, even worse than that which we bad already 
encountered,-— one wheel creaking as it rolled on 
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its heated axle, and the other grating and bolt- 
ing against every knob and stone, threatening 
the whole frame of the carriage with dissolu- 
tiwi. 

We now were once more close to the diligence, 
which Was creeping up a slight ascent. He shout- 
ed to the conducteur to stop, and, dismounting, 
allowed me to alight. *^ Jos6,^ he said, ^* has 
tlie best horses out of Normandy, though^ truly, 
they are now somewhat done ; but they are not 
often tried tbus.^ 

" My good fellow/* I answered, feeling my 
pocket for money, ^^ I am extremely obliged to 
you for your services, and scarcdy know how 
to repay you ; but first answer me,-^did we 
ever meet before,-— for, although I cannot say I 
recollect your features, or rather such of them 
as you allow me to see, there is a trick of your 
countenance which reminds me of some one, 
although I know not of whom.^ 

«« So you do recognise me,'^ he answered, 
smiling; ^^ and yet you never met me in this garb, 
or playing this menial part : Though, I be- 
lieve, degrading as it is, the others were fully 
as bad. But do not talk of services,— I owe 
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my life, — ^mare than my life, — ^my Paulim 
to you. — ^Do you remember me now ?" And^ 
sj^readiiig the hair off hift forehead^ he knitted 
his brow, and distorted the lineaments of his 
faee, and I traced the strange and convulsed 
features which had arrested my attention at 
Haut-courU 

' *< I had no wish/' he ocmtinued, *< that at Oisie 
you should see me so as to know me again, i 
little then, or when I escaped from your inter- 
rogatories at the fauxbourg at Arras, thou^t 
how much I and those in whom all my earthly 
happiness is centered, would be indebted to you. 
And I presume, that, in the affair with the 
mauiUi gendarmes^ you had scarce time to 
examine features, even if the cavern had been as 
light as day.** 

. I shrunk back as he spoke, and for a mo* 
meat felt unable to answer him. He again le- 
sumed his usual appearance, and, when I con- 
templated bis keen and intelligent eye, and bold 
and expressive countenance, and commai^ding 
form, I no longer wondered at Pauline's choice. 

' ** I rejoice to see you, Duchesne,^ I said; 

Iifinieytold me of the narrow escape you. faid 

l2 



fvom the gendtmnia^-^^hat ht oomU no! leant 
any thing of your futMEtt-ikstiMtiQiiir^-JMa^ «f 
all, codd I opeclto ]Bc«t y^cr Jbtf&F<**Bui lAtw 
kPauUtter 

«^ Hnab/ aud bc^ aa Iib pocawed lliia con* 
iKctmsr camng towaida us ; ^ she i& 11^ m 
near the village you have just left;; boi' I am 
aliBin hiding—- in an aaaumed character* I have 
playml my nany portft that I must, nod be imy 
acvopuloaa nov. If it was known wirare Da* 
Anmlu qnarters weta, ha wauU^ I 8iiflpecl» 
gel veiy iacidUEereDt apartnents to* inhaUl* But 
a good time will yet avrive. The tempert ia 
wot Aa more distant faecanae a dead,, ummfled 
oalm prevails^ Obb appresaova tUnk, favaoolfa^ 
that) ■ nharr thay base hunted na like beaala of 
prey, and driven us into the most loafthacant 
dansi, farced us. ta the aioat aerfOe eocpedienis 
tmeamaubristencaar awada diseo«eryi-«^al anr 
apintb aoe brakm and onr eoafidante daataajf- 
edy!«-Hhnt our han& axis aofeeblad, and ewr 
hcarla sick witk definxed hope. But tbay aia 
nnMakai^f^ay, deeply miatokas r Tba day^ the 
ham of retrihutann ia al hand; and, for onr aaffer* 
mg^'^'Wat indigmtiBi^ veshall auM aftan^k 



sacrifieefiaBft ibom to mhaai wc aare indebted for 
the cup of nuiefly wUeh they have held to our 
liptr 

<^Ydu mint not, Ducheanc, make me your 
ctmfldmt in these affain. I regret, rincerdy 
ngiet^ to see ymi cmbiirked m such a oMiae. 
Would to heavctt that my adme— my p^riua- 
wn^^would indnoe yo« to relinqpush these 
schemes* They are wild^^-viskmary^-HOMist lead 
to diBgrsee-»*tO' the soafibld." 

^ Difigraee they eannol lead to; vod I haire 
veil veigked the other consequences. If death 
^omes^ I shall meet it afr a man oiight to da 
Belies me, Monsieur le Cafntaine^ death is not 
aliMiys a» unaooeptaUe visitor. I am not the 
very wfetdi ray dressy appearance, manners^ dt^ 
note'; and can I brook a life like tUs P 

*< Itis in yoor pofvcr to retrace yonr sfeepsr^ 
reOrleiv yoor ennovs—to save you3rself*-«to save 
PUHhnew Does that oowadetatioB, Dncbesne, 
never cross yoor mind9'<^-Gasi you oonoeaL Irom 
yeorself the fearfid dooaa which must awaii that 
kisd and devoted gill r 

Hb whole finne instantly sbrunk^-he seised 
my hand a nd Us bsewB knitted as if he la* 
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boured to repress a feeling wbiofa ahnost unmsR' 
tied him. <« Pauline !" he repeatedw.<( Paidine 
be exposed to danger and distress through me ! 
Why did you raise that thought?— -Why did 
you give it uttenaiceP«^Do you mdi me to be 
false to my woid^-«to my friends — to my honour? 
'^*^Do you think that my fan^y never conjured 
;up that idea — that the busy devil in my Ixisom 
never told me the thought was certdinty-«*<th8t I 
could altogether silence the monitor which pal- 
sied my hand, and msAe my best resolution faint 
and waver? But, if I have refused to listen to 
t^e still, small voice-determined to forget, re- 
served to avcritd such appalling reflectiott»-*>]f I 
have strung my nerves to the taak— nhave rea- 
soned myself into the belief that such fisars are 
groundless— -have shut my eyes to the dwk fio 
ture of futurity— why, why do you destroy- the 
frost-work which my chilled heart has raised ?< — 
Am I to yidd, like a child, to idle alarms or 
distnial antidpations ? — ^No I Let me rather ex- 
cite myself to fearless and intrepid action. There 
are enough of real dangers crossing oUr piith, 
to make it folly to daunt ourselves with shadpVs. 
But I must not allow myself to dwell on such a 
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siibj^t. I am lost if I think. Farewell! Let 
me, however, thank you for yoar interest in iny 
fate — in the fate of Pauline. She will) iiuked, 
rejoice tJiat I have seen you." 

^^ Give her my best and wiirinest wishes ; and, 
as you prize her, o^nsidcr what I have said. I 
am proceeding to the neighbourhood of Cftm- 
bmy; and, if you should require pecuniary ai^ 
sistance—— *.'* 

^< No, no, Monsieur le Cajntaine. Our wants 
are few ; nor am I so destitute of means and 
friends. You must not pity nor despise me be- 
cause I seem obscure, servile, and inisjignifieant. 
There run& good blood in my veins. I shaH 
place my name aiMi family whei'e they ought to 
stand or I shall perish. The hour is not far 
distant when I shall either be like the mould at 
my feet, or the equal of the best peer in France T' 

With these words he hastily retired. I would 
have again intreated him to recal his rash resolve, 
and calmly consider the utter hopelessness of 
vindicating his honour by the means he had 
chosen ; but it was in vain to follow him. He 
was, in a few minutes, out of sight ; and I had 
no other alternative than to hasten along with 
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^ amiueUu9 after the diUgtope^ wkich hod re* 
amied il» . pcogreas. At Anuefls I got a cioinf 
1I0 ^M^ mdf erofiffiBgtbe couBtiy^ sqob reaeiied 
Cambraj. I had, however, the mortiicatidii to 
kaiQ^ that tbe^aituatiaa wbidi I had m viefvr was 
filMupbyamoiefortuMlaia^idiAaL Itbore- 
ioie joupied^QiK htifpdef mm statieDed a(t Bau^ 

» 

paunw^ aadi resimng wf vpSSkary dxiAef^ ^n- 
deayoured to forget my disappdifltmeiit m the 
aodeity of m j frieads^ and m the amuimimits 
iha nd^bbowhood afi>cded« Mcmtbs in tfak 
way iNUiaed oror. I beard no aoeovnts of Do- 
rhawwi aiBd.1 faefiriai to- hone that ha had fistened 
19 my intvaaties^ and sefiarated hinnelf fioiB an 
wdartaking so fiaught witib d an g c t ta hkaaalf 
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CHAPTER IX. 



*' Those impenetrable whiskers of his have conftonted flames." 



I RAD breakfasted with a brothefi^pflfeer, and, 
afteh- oar refMut, had w^Jked towiffda the wio- 
dbw of the apartment The street oppodte, 
sweUing* iate considerable breadth, was d^mied 
with ihe name ot^^ptdee;*^ and, on die present 
oceasnon^ was fiBed with people wha had oome 
from the country with different articles fbr the 
maricet. A number of women, of d( BgeB and 
appearances, arrayed in coarse worsted dresBea, 
were drawn up m a )hie, expomg' at their teet 
their baskets of eggs^ butter, poukryv and eAtf 
prodndSons of the neighbounng fitrms^-'-^ttieiis 
descriptions of TegetaMes* ooif^eiedf hurge wooden 
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Stands ; and the ground in one place was strew- 
ed with a profusion of old iron articles, among 
which an intending purchaser was raking with 
great perseverance and industry, for some bolt 
or bar which he required. Two or three smartly- 
attired girls were seated at their fruit-stands, 
bantering the passing Anglois, or occupied in 
protecting the tempting property from the sly 
larceny of some mischievous and coveting drum- 
boys. At a short distance, a string of asset, 
with empty panniers, were rending the air with 
their music, as if vying in harmony with the re- 
gimental band practising some tender airs for 
the ooloneFs lady. Our trumpeter, whose duty 
it was to summon us to parade, was, from the 
inmost recesses of his soul, cursing the curs, 
whiehi with elevated heads and clapped tails, 
howled in concert ; and the diapason closed with 
a French showman, proclaiming — (as the fearful 
delineations of bis wonders, attached to bis little 
canvf^ hut, also toId,)*r-the marvellous feats of a 
Dutdl woman, who, with head and heels on two 
f ap[iortSs> And an anvil placed on her chest, 
could puffer, without wincing, a bar of cold iron 
to t>e be^ oQ^ to the tbickqess of a fhuic An 
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^fficer^s servant, waiting for his comrades to as- 
company faim to his master's billet in the neigh- 
bouring village, had, as a protection from the 
chill wind, rolled himself in some horse-cloth- 
iog, and, sitting erect in the inside of a cart, 
presented to the gaping crowd the appear- 
ance of a horse quietly reposing where no horse 
had ever been seen before. Our mess-cook was 
gazing with open mouth iat this phenomenon^, 
while one of my dogs was in the act of drawing, 
froin his basket, part of the morning marketing ; 
and a terrier was eng^ed strangling a rabbit. 
which had escaped from the creel of an old fel- 
low in an ancient military waistcoat and yellow 
silk stockings, who was holding his sides, con* 
vulsed with laughter at the cook^s misfortune. 

My attention, however, was suddenly ab$orb- 
ed by a very grotesque figure, standing erect on 
a table in the middle of the crowd. He appear- 
ed to be well advanced in life;— -a bushy, matted 
beard concealed the low^r part of his face, and 
a profusion of coarse, lank hair protruded in 
flakes from below a rusty cocked-hat. He was 
clothed in a thread-bare great-coat, and round 
his shoulders hung a broad belt studded with in? 
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numerable hunm testh* At one tide was sus- 
pended two Kttle wieber4MBket8, coDtainin^ aome 
retj fine tow, a few pbialfr and boxes of nerer- 
failing elixini, and a collection of St Hubert's 
bona. He spoke with great flueacy and anina> 
taon, although only a few words leacbed mj 
ears. Every now and then he thrust a laqie 
quantity of the flbx into his mouthy and dia- 
toffted his features in endaaTOttioDg to ghre a 
semblance of raasticatioa ;-'^dwn) wilh & sudden 
convulsion of the diiaat, seemed to aoeomplidi 
the difficult task, and opened his vide enqpty 
mouth to the inspection of the nearly^ equally 
gaping cioivd:— '< C'est une tree bonne salade^* 
he hastily exclaimed, -^^^ bonne pour nnft jour 
ma^re*— n'est ce pas ?-*^aha !««voyez enoove— 
aha ! c'est tres bonne cette dejeun6-«*«ha t^-aha !*' 
The people in astonishment pressed upon him, 
and all the idle soldiers sauntering about joined 
the groups but they rspidly retreated, as he, 
squeezing his side and vociferating,"*^^ feu^^— 
feu— oil sont tous les pcmipes k feuP— Oh si j'etois 
i^ Chullot!** poured from bis ears and nose a vo- 
lume of smoke, through wbidi issued from Us 
mouth a flame of fire, — ^* Diantre !" he added, 



wntbing his featunBy-^** cette salade est ]du8 
ebaade que je n'm peti8(---4iba 1** - 

As the crowd for the momem reeoiled, I sew 
leaning agidnst the table on which this Fire-eater 
stoody a female in a tiMsi squalid dress, soothing 
an iufant to sle^« Sbe seemed to tremMe with 
oold ; and hung het head Ofver the child^ whik 
she faressed it to her hrenst a» the oidhf meetis of 
pvoteetiBg die Kittle creature firom the ddR wind. 
A 8oldier*s wife, who was standing bjr, eottipas- 
uonated the suflbriag infant, and, thiowfaiga 
cloak over the mother's shouMers, endeavoured 
to persuade her to take refuge in an entry where 
several ehesnnt-wioaien were roasdng their mar" 
rons de Lyon on little charcoal fbmacesw 

At this moment, being hastily warned that 
parade had begun, I was obliged to hurry 
away to my duty. I was occupied neariy the 
rest of the day on a court-martial, and, when I 
passed through the plaeg to the mes6»room, the 
crowd bad dispersed and the street was again 
empty and dull as usual. 

After dinner my attention was suddenly at- 
tracted by one of my friends casually adverting 
to the circumstance of a state off^der having 
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b^n that morning discovered in the disguise 
of a fire-eater, or itinerant medicine v^Dder,— - 
and after a desperate resistance had been made 
prisoner, and, along with his wife and child, 
lodged in gaol. A sudidten siispeioa crossed 
my mindj-^and I endeavoured to recollect wfae. 
ther there was any resemblance between the 
unfortunate fellow and my fiiend Ducheaie. 
Was it possible, I thought » that the faiat and 
ieeble creature who that morning bad been the 
object of general commiseration and sympathy, 
could be the once-beautiful Pauline ? The very 
idea stung me to the quidk, and I suddenly left 
my seat, which unluckily that day was at the 
head of the table. 

•* Where now P* — said the paymaster, — **the 
president leave the chair at this hour ! a fine, an 
obvious fine. Hollo, messman ! bring a bottle 
ofgros bouchon.*^ 

" I have,** I answered, " a good reason. 
Those poor unfortunate creatures, xifjhom Jervis 
has mentioned he saw led to prison in such 
miser y " 

*' Sit down, sir, sit down,** interrupted our 
major ; << you cannot be permitted to move a fo6t. 
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— *What ! more romance? you will soon be only 
fit for a sentimental tea-drinking ensign in a 
marching regiment. It is really now the con- 
cern of the mess/* he added, witli mock gra- 
vity, .** that your love of adventure should be 
checked. H^ve you forgot the old woman 
and her daughter, (<^ interesting daughter,'* 
were the very words,) for whom you endea. 
youred to rousie my fine feelings, (I quote you 
4gain^) because they told an idle story about 
father shot and houses burnt and prussified.-^ 
Pretty innocent I — formed an attachment to four 
of my best shirts, and the only pair of hunting 
leathers I could draw on." 

" Ay, true, very true. Major," resumed the 
paymaster ; ^' but do not omit the most melan- 
choly part of the sequel. Had not Callory, 
our marchand de vin, bis counting-room broke 
open that very night, and his intended remit-^ 
tances to Paris carried off? and has he not, to 
indemnify himself, poisoned us with bad wine 
ever since ? Execrable stuff, by George !«— Th^ 
most industrious man alive,^ he added, raising 
an overflowing glass to his lips, ^^ could not get 
drunk though he worked like a mud-lark in th(9 
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trenches. But^ Major^ dbn*t let the bottle 

I must admit that I certainly felt somewhat 
responsible in the matter of the shirts ttod 
breeches ; and, making a Tktivs of neoesmty^ I 
endeaToured to exculpate myself from the diaige 
of romance in the present instaace, by telfing aft 
much of my acquaintance witli Pauline and Du* 
cbesne as I thotigbt prudent. But I might bafe 
thrown aside all reserve; for the Mnjor aeemed 
overpowered with his doubts that I was, to use 
a mess-phrase, << shaving him ;'* while liie rest of 
the party either commenced conversatioa soHo 
voccy or dropped into a slumber. Among die 
last was the paymaster-^His expiring words were 
---*<' Pooh I non8ensei-^spring*wat6rFomaAce.««4 
would not,'* he muttered^ *< befieve a word cf it 
though the Duke told it 4nd Murray put it m 
orders.'^ 

The evening passed without any remarkable 
occurrence ; and I had gone to bed, and had suc- 
ceeded in eudeavouring, in slumber, to drown 
the reflection that I had shown very little spirit 
M- humanity in being laughed out of th« dictates 
of my better judgment, when 1 ^ was suddenly 



CItAPT£& iX. i6t 

rou8^ by my servant, who gave me a note 
from the Major, de^ring vtke to take dbarge of a 
state offender who had broken gaol, until the 
MairCf who had intreated our commandant's 
aasi«tance, should obtain a sufficient reinfisrce* 
ment o{ gendarmes. I hastily threw on my cloak, 
and, lifting my swcod and helmet, proceeded to 
the guard-room, where I understood the prisoner 
was in custody. The night was extremely dark, 
—the nun fell in torrents, and rose in spray 
from the stones* The wind howled along the 
sdpeets, and whistled down the lanes leading to 
the ramparts. The noise of our feet was lost in 
the creaking and jingling of the signs .which 
swung above our heads, and in the flapping of 
the wooden shutters half-tom Gcom their hinges. 
No^ and then the obscurity opened, as the light- 
ning bkused for a moment, and clothed the 
drenched stones in a idieet of fire :*«<«thea all again 
was dark and chill. 

<< Ifts a sair night cf weet,** muttered Blue ;•**- 
^< I never saw the neighbour of it in our braes 
of Crodcinabrotty, whether Beg or More. It^ 
roaring like a smiddy*«^*s grainSag like a cow 
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in a freme loaning, and here am I, as cauld as a 
curling stane, when a' the heavens are in a low.** 
I learned as I proceeded, that^the fire-eater had, 
by accident, been discovered to be an offender, in 
pursuit of whom the police had been occupied for 
a considerable time. He was said to be deeply 
implicated in a state conspiracy, in which men of 
rank and fortune were supposed to be engaged, 
and was reckoned one of their most active 
and dangerous agents. Although now filling a 
humble station in life, he was believed to be 
descended of good family ; and, with a mind full 
of resources, possessed undaunted courage and 
boundless ambition. He had concealed himself 
on the disclosure of the plot by a treacherous 
associate, and, although now and then bis track 
was followed, he had hitherto continued to baflle 
every attempt of his pursuers to apprehend him. 
The only prison the town could boast of was 
a suite of apartments in a sort of steeple which 
surmounted the hall devoted to municipal affairs. 
The building was said to have been the work of 
the Spaniards when they held this pint of French 
Flanders, and bore strong marks of the gloomy 



taste to whiah it owed its-etmiAm. .* Bfatendy 
llie soflf . had;been much idefiued tgr^ >gnle ^ 
irindy jakl at {prnmit ^as jattder ibe ^liaudt 'of 
Bcttfoera. Tbe MbMJ^v mn put iiito l^«no(St 
aeoun DMMm the place iafibrded^^M^ond iUbmfe 

and cMld ^eie earned to a )hig(i^r^^^¥*>»B^^ 
but x£ leBB strength. Wh^ enabbd liim <o 
cseape mns not kxxomsL iCertahi, ^bow^er, ^ft 
na^'Aat Iheistone Jn/whtd|p thebaic wese^ttunk, 
had .been heum t^jpieoee on tbeoutBide^ and the 
iron-gratingswvenobedfiKMn their «ooketB. <¥he 
escape of hit ^mSe was better eosphined. 

9]*lie» penon irtiom I had seen, in the mttming, 
•farow.her cloak Qfrer)the sbouMera off the shiver- 
ing creature, ^was present at the <lisee^er}r «tid 
ajqmhentton^ mnd ^as so much affected by-ihe 
wild and ficatitic scieams ^f the Efmchwoman, 
wbenthepoike'inBfited on placing her in a dif« 
ftrentiqpartment fmm her husband|-i--4hat, dread* 
ingtthe oonsequenoes'of sudi a state of ^nimtal 
i^gitation^ the^sol^et^s'urileinla^eated And obtain^ 
ed^)er0HMion to remain .nith Ae prisoner until 
dieibeoame meve'eafan. 

At the dead *fl^ nighty a sadden flas^ 6f4igfaf« 
Hing, whfle ihe wind and tain w«ie poitttDg 
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through a ahutterless window, disclosed a man 
suspended by a rope and swinging with the blast; 
endeavouring to place his feet on the edge of the 
opening. The female prisoner, who had been 
sitting in mournful ^lence, started up with an ex- 
clamation of joy, but shrieked as she saw her hus- 
band the.sport of the storm^ and driven furiously 
agsdnst the wall. When the wind died away for 
a moment, the enterprise was resumed; and, at 
length, the dauntless adventurer threw himself 
with a desperate effort in to. the room. 

Instantly every thing was ' arranged. Net 
far below, the platforih of the workmen comnau- 
nicated with a ladder ; and the fires*^ ater, with 
steady arm, lowered down his. wife. and .diild. 
The soldier^s wife followed^ and the conspirator, 
in a moment, was at their side. They were re- 
ceived by a.frielid below, anid immediately hur« 
ried away in the obscurity ; but. tbdr advance was 
stopped by one of our drunken fellows^ who came! 
muttering and stumbling along. Unfortunately, 
the soldier staggered against his wife, and, as she 
involuntarily called out, he recognised her voice, 
4^ grasped herprraly j>y the artn. The fire- 
eater, with a blow wl^h would baVe felled most 
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people to the ground, instantly drove him aside. 
But this seemedrather to revive than stupify the 
unwelcome intruder. He set his feet steadily to 
the ground, and, throwing back his head, as-> 
sumed the^ aiutude of a knowing pugilist, and 
challenged his antagonist to take his ground ; 
but, finding that no person faced him, and hearing 
the sound of retreating steps, he, commenced a 
rapid pursuit, rending the air with the most 
vociferous shouts and execrations. The alarm 
spread, aiid the patrole hastening to the spot, the 
whole party, except the individual who had assist- 
ed in effecting the escape, and the soldier's wife, 
who was permitted to go home, were apprehend- 
ed and taken to the guard-room. 

This place was part of the Hotel de Vtlkf 
which had been appropriated to that purpose; 
and we contrived to make the accommodation 
better by knocking down and removing th^ par- 
titions, though the roof was still rather low and 
the* room dark. 

I When I entered, the guard, with the fire^-^ater; 
his wife and child, were clustered together near 
a blazing mass of small coal and billets of "wood, 
which burned on an immense hearth*stone, and 
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bisted omd^eiadded a (Uie s»i{»oui!ed tlmn^ 
tbftiriide'cUnimafiaboTd. In tthe ahKaritjic, in 

dlQr^at'to4ie flogged prepairatoc]^ to^bengiamt 
to >a Sar^gn Mghnent, Iay> Jioimd . aaleep >an m 
bed »4)f A ^^ uaeoverdd Imaffdi. I ira» fau% 
idvtiiiciBg, botf»o8ed^<Biid«hifth^^ . 

II00S 'At'faosrt, «rhen I found ^n^ fMUB ixeidiaA) 
md 'saw in <lre pmoncxv my £riend j]2hiclMrsne. 

H« 1MUI staadkig'^h folded^astasi ^luTesfSB 
Mnt ^<on tbs filre^ -ins "laceinaiiced iand) stnaed, 
iad 4iiB '#h(de ^wppoarana^ idisfigiueidLiM-iOoah 
riooally fce imfMitbntly fbeat 'his (feet oo the 
grduvd) !^ «Biile of tomtempt filayed*o|i4iiB lipy 
and I .thought I '€ouId jpcsceive, /as Imi aecmrkd 
cni>one^F tba soldiers ^o pressed iipon him, 
•onie ^remawe of that singular ^deforvnty uritfa ' 
mHoaA be wdd ^so efifeetuidly^isguiee his finh 
tores* 

1 turned wMi anxiety tovt^ards hisceittpanton: 
She was sitting on the ground, and ^upportiiig 
lier head ^on her ikaees^-^^r >faair ^hung di- 
shevelled over her shouldere, and ^partially oen- 
eealed ^a eoikd aaid torn gown, wbieh, dwBcb- 
ed^with ra'ui) elung closely Co lier forsi^ Her 
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eyet were ' inrtently fuced en ber Hide duld who 
slept Beat! the. fire, and wai& almosi) Ud: by. the 
smoke and steiun> whiob arQ9& from ita wet alotheei 
In the]3dbohedcseo4ii«gg^ linearaentfto^tiie 
mothev;. I could aoe» no tmee ofi the, bewitchiag 
girJ^ who^ Htntle inotie thanf a^twielvemoHlli before^ 
bfldiiahnoflt lentirelgr' absorbed my tboughi%-«-f 
aadi:£ extilted vthat she was na tik^i wfeteh. be- 
far&mei. Bbtt the delueion wee iiiH)nienlaEyi*-«» 
A21 I stejq^ up closeiv the glace of die fire re^ 
fleeting OB the red cloak which buag oii: one 
shoulden and lay in folds m her k^^ gave a 
flush. 1x91 hev tase^ and^ as she slightly varied h^ 
posture, I could no longer doubt that Duchesne 
bad iordived in his cQiaecy. the lovely^ affec- 
tional;e^ (dsfoted Pauline. 

I widbed to speak to her ; but I paused ta ob^ 
tain sttffi<»ent self-poseeseion, lest I should ex* 
pose myself 'to my mem The. sergeanli. with the 
gmfid w^re now walking ebout, and the olask^ 
ing o£. thf^r heavy swetda on tb* pavement wa^ 
the> oaly interauption to the dreaiy; sil^aoe^ 
Near me a poEeeror municipal officer, bejongiog 
to Bapaume, waa disentangling ai cord wbkh I 
supposed he meant tacoiiTert intoJkfistfierw . In 
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a few moments be rudely seized Duchesne, 
who as instantaneously shook him off. — I did 
not know how to act ; but one of the soldiers 
stepping up, and with brawny arm holding Du- 
chesne fast, I felt an abhorrence at the feU 
low^s officiously lending himself to the ungra- 
cious task, and sprung forward to mark him. 
In my precipitation I struck my head against 
a beam which jutted from the wall, and froni 
which were generally suspended the men's great!- 
coats and carabines. — My helmet fell, and, before 
I recovered it, I had time to recollect myself, 
and refrain from giving to my men the first ex- 
ample of insubordination. 
' The noise attracted Duchesne^s attention.— 
He immediately recognised me, and, with a smile 
which seemed to convey any idea rather than 
that of merriment, familiarly accosted me : — 
<< Welcome, sir;— our last meeting, (we will 
say nothing of the first,) was fully as pleasant 
as this,— notwithstanding Josh's Normandies 
tried your patience. Times have much chan- 
ged, — ^you were then my prisoner in that mandiU 
patache ; at present I am yours." 

Pauline was roused by her husband^s voice. She 
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turned, and, gazing ' on my face for a moment, 
sprung up, and made the. roof ring with her 
tumultuous rejoicing. *' We are saVed^ we are 
saved !^. she exclaimed, *^ onoe more my bus- 
band is mine. Oh! Mon&deurleCapitiune,you 
are indeed still the warm, kind-hearted English- 
man. But let us not tarry here. Thb b no place 
of redt: — Soldiers! let us pass; your Captain 
commands." 

. Every word she uttered came with a pang to 
my heart. I ' mournfully shook my head, and 
turned' away to conceal my emotion. Her eyes 
flashed, and her brow clouded as if some hate- ' 
ful idea rose in her miod. Then, all becoming 
peace and serenity, she, with an expression of 
inei&ble innocence, ag^n addressed me;—-. 
. «« My child's £rst words shall bless you ; I 
shall teach it to lisp your name. In its little 
prayers you ^hatl be remembered. Duchesne, this 
is k bon Capkainti'-^ou cannot forget him ; all 
4)e villnge poured their blessing^ on him when he 
left it His h^rt and hand were always open 
lo relieve misery ; and are not we wrejtched? 
Besides, recollect times past. Did not you once 
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hBsA'fXffhsB'boBom^ Md aflhctM tO' ^esnme 9 
Isdk'ci airahoettrj ttkrMly cmtrasttd widkkM 
sunk ey« Mdf koM&tt* eheefe^^^^^Mrt^lieP' efi&H ims 
iff vahif^ Md'fiftd'bir^ iaii» tinm 

said — << once you begged that I wouU pttdoit 
ydur iiiclMsemtioH-i^iiov bo bold^^-lw'Msddlatdu. 
My bm^bfllid is en' the v^ipga dl th# i s ^iUm c om 
piMMx} to an i^MnMoutf deacb. You, with OM 
atnsn^ gti^ttp, ' can sanre; Put fottb, Aen^ yout 
bMtil^-i^esdte hini— for, as strpeias thfltli^htnilig 
iashtiNTpast my ey^B^ the same spot' BhaH hoMitf 
both. Ay, IMn^cxr'd^ We wU> dedtedA^Wgflu 
ther iiito' the 'tomb. Ofa ! Idok hot thus, but 
act^-fc'-A^'woiid wiil'be etiough-^yonr metk burti 
to obey you. ' Ala»! are fhei^ hearts tess"haid 
than yours P^-^^nl what see' they in iii» poor ema^ 
datedfbtw td kindle tlveir emotions?' Let rae 
tiotijute'yra,'^ sb6 iMed, with increasnng tehe^ 
meni^^ ^'by every tie dea# to yocH^by Ate sen 
Tiees'my hwsftand oiiee did^by mine^i^by' yow 



omt ya hca io' b y die Iotc ^jmaomce prefcossd 
--*«diicli (iiasrldiaEWbtietimied'^'--^^*'^^ she dnew 
benMI on iD|f feet^ and ckmg to my kneeft. 

if the wo»ld had-been tt stake I eoukl not; ar- 
tienlate a «Pfi}able« A chUlness impeded the puU 
sBtknt of ny lieait-*«iy bead became dissty-^the 
appeal was made I^ Faoline — ^life was asked, the 
gift was in my power— *aiid yet I dared not grant 
the boon. 

^ What i*' sfae suddenly exclaimed^ rising 
from the gmund mth fhintic vehemence^ <^ Yxm 
ore afrakl ? Ob, dare yon not?— <»*, worse*-4-are 
yon, afteif all, a hdkiw friend f When the simb^ 
dMne of happiness glowed around mo, what pn»» 
fessioQS; were too strong for you* Now, whea 
the winter of misery has chilled and ahrareUefl 
thu^fkoe, and drire^tiieoolottr fbom thcseeheeks^ 
yon Arget-^yoii faentatf^-^oa feaiw^yoa see 
my wretchedness without compaMubn^ and «How 
my breast to be convulsed ^irilb agony, when, 
with a word^ yoa coukl wstere peace^^td'sootke 
the wild throbl^ng of my heMt^ Do^ you not 
faeeir rae^ that yoa attawep not^ It ia no pbaaa- 
to», «> impostor, who introats yon. ; I am Pat* 
line^tbe' adopted' doo^MT oC lileasieiiKiBeft^ 

m2 
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narde — ^the peasant girl of Haut-oourt— ahe 
wboniy in the fulness of your hearty you would 
have called your own ; — ^but her hand was plight- 
ed to him who now is also a suppliant for mercy. 
Or does the dark cloud which seems to hang 
before my eyes shut me from your vision ?-— Am 
I indeed deserted?— No, no !^ she added, with 
a strange, bewildered gaze, as she seized my arm 
— ** I have thee fast, and here will I cling till 
you relent-— my very infant joins nie. Can you 
refuse the outstretched arms of my child ?^ 

The little, creature, basking in the warmth of 
the fire, had grasped some crisped and dried leaves 
•on the floor, and, in happy ignorance of the mi- 
sery around, was smiling in its play. ** Speak T 
Pauline resumed; ^^ our destiny is in your hands; 
--do we live or die-*husband — ^mother— child ?V 
But .nature could not endure the conflict, and 
she again fell at my feet. 

I looked towards my men, and saw that I had 
but to wave my arm and the prisoners would be 
free. I forgot prudencer-my duty— ray orders-r- 
and was on the point of uttmngtbe word^ when 
Duchesne stepped forward. — ^ St<^ !" he said, 
** think wha^ou are about to do. I have been a 
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soUi^y and know a qoldier's duty. Your hooour 
is; at stake. I would not, at the price of its for- 
fi^turety purchase the life even of my wife and 
child. I was wrong* deeply wrong, to allow you 
to be thus solicited. I know that, at thid mo- 
menty you suffer little less than myself, but you 
must conquer yotir feelings. Your duty is 
peD^mptory. I am in your custody and shall re- 
main sa I shall not sdr an inch from this place 
though this moment you threw the doors open 
for my pasaage. I am resolved, and change- 
ableness is no part of Duchesne^s character.'' 

I had no alternative but to retire. I drei^ded 
to turn my eyes upon Pauline,— yet, before I 
went, I looked towards her for a moment She 
again was kneeling beside her child. Her tears 
had left a glazed line on her face, and her fea- 
tures wetQ Sitill quivering. Her look bespoke 
that desperate hopelessness, which extinguishes 
even the power to wish — ^that dreary sense of 
miseiy, which deadens the eye and chills the 
heart, which . makes the world a solitude, and 
consolation an insult The kerchief on her neck 
trembled to the throbbings of her breast; and 
the large Uue veins^of her temples swelled with 
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die Mimil whieh msbed japetiuNMlf Amigbi 
Fbr A mommt s smih on^ her Mult^s 4^0gk nai 
aiiii«rere# l^a kiadftd Idofa^ bvltinttsatijS'ii^ 

deadly^ gid»m^ wllic^* hun^ on tor mfakbiAticli ab^ 
seabed her fecuIfiM^ her 0»UtiteMMe<My^''aBd 
at] wa» agfeun darkneiSRi and iroei ' 

As I passed^ I entered the eefgeantlo^ihM 
ever J kindness to tJl6 prisdoem^-L^^iff iajuaetiiM% I 
believe, very unneeessMy^ tofi' efen themdc^ 
caHoQs hearts of a band of ^felloiMS) nrh'oee ba^ 
manitj migbft have been weH i^igii ^deadeiMMl by 
the halntfe; of thek profesi»M|' Wfttmed' with j^ity 
and eofi^pasBioffir 

As t appi*(Mik:hed the dot^v^'door, Duohesne 
waved his hand' and came tewavd«'itie. He ma 
stin deeply agitafied;*^biit asjsniifttlj^ vilb aatn^ 
gle» mere oompoeurej he eaid^ ib • heileir ^aad 
iremtiloiis tone t'^^ 

<^ Your good imheB I knoin^ wi^' pofte s% < *I 
have indeed had ample pinoeft >ef ifi^ He pumij 
then resumed :--^< When I no hfag&i lite, Aeie 
win benonetoproleiBt;^— heglaneedhie qpettt^ 
wardr his wife^and ehQd,^*&^it weiiM ^dMWiftJr 
last moments^ iff Adugbtdia^/itt'yoii^-niidble 



cBAWFErnvsk 277 



and ny ' fiMk girl possessed a friendM-^ 
fneadf|M»d[7h«re'i*) barty ^oo desaebiit that' I 
rend ■ or^ apsmrev* in ymit looksi For mjself 1 
bime «ii^ ocunqsRie I'sbaeoe'coiild-live Aetittngl 
JBD tfeduced to^.^ No^ bo 1?^ he added^u^Dt3» 
c1tesiie'a.<mQDriin iMMb*^ adievi: paaieiis^ yen^ 
dang09)iGnlfaites,%-«farewellJ^ l^^efadeawMiMd to 
ansivrery^ttni taoveroonie abimkyv^listructi^iaiii^ 
thvoae^ lufr, befiNie I- coold speak^ be had t etiomcd 
to the otfa&r€nd of tbeobamhery^aadhad tfarowii 
bimnlf^n the boafdaboidetfad cotovioti: 

la die momtag I went^ ta the ATocrf^ to iai> 
treatt tbat ' snob indtilgence might be idibvn :to 
Dttofaem^ and Baabnei a0 the'nataK>ofi the. ofii 
ibneeitNittM peraiiu I was dhiUljr'reeesred^.but 
tearned^'lhat avdera bad been givm foe thmstev 
mo^sA to Pemmit&^iom wbiob plaoe itivas 
piobaUi^ tbff 1P0UM bor amve^ I 

. retnmed^ beaille6»4iBd uneasy^ te mgr hSUet^ ie» 
piniiigi at die ebmees nbaob had dman^oa me^ 
atntdat afl tba cffleers iadi^gavmm^ drerdiatfeii^ 
ing^dlity ity whifdh Ifabd bben ei}gaged4**4uid oon^ 
vinced Uiatlougbt to have disregarded efrevjrpcff^ 
flcfiw t e o ii^deraiikai undorarenBiBtaiicesvoiii^gent. 
1 ftetfdlljp lalb db\w^ aad^andomwdl'ttaeDgiy 
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iny attention in reading, when a friend calledt 
Und. pressed to go out with the greyhounds.— r 
Any thing which promised to occupy the mind 
was aceeptable«-and I readily agiml. We rode 
several miles without any i^)ort;<*— at length. a 
hare was started, and, after a long run, killed. 
I dismounted,-— and, giving a boy my hcMse to 
holdy sat down on a neighbouring bank, while 
the panting dogs refreshed themselves at a pool 
of water. This spot was close to a hollow, in 
the bottom of which the. high-road lay. Suddeur 
ly two mounted gendarmes came round a scath- 
ed and shattered tree, which impeded the path- 
way. They were in full appoititment, andjbe^ 
tween them walked a person, who, loaded with 
a heavy pair of sabots^ with difficulty kept paoe 
with his conductors. The winter had set in with 
much severity, but h&seemed unconscious of the 
cold : His wrists were shackled— -and, to the boH 
of the fetters was attached a cord, the other end 
of which was fastened to the pummel .of one of 
<he saddles. In the hand of each, rider. was a 
eocked pistol. 

. I knew Duchesne at once, but he proceeded 
without .recogmaing me; and I dared not ad- 
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dmss bimJ I tu med haBtiljr to discover whether 
any person falloiMl. : In a mDment. Pauline ap-^ 
peared, with her child wrapped np in her cloak, 
and lyiiig in her arms, while she, with a faint 
and bn^en. voice, sung it to rest. She was' so 
much engaged with h^r own thoughts that she 
almost passed ;— but, perceiving me, while I he- 
sitated whetlier or not to speak, she paused, 
then stepfnng close to me, she smd :r— 

^^ This is more than I could, have hoped for 
I indeed wished: to see you again. I have to 
ask pardon for my conduct last night. Duchesne 
says I was wrong-^very wrong. I charged you 
vwith hardness of heart when your breast was 
torn with anguish. I upbraided you because 
<you would not act dishonourably. But for^ve 
and pity me. I scarce knew what I said or 
.did : My brain was on fire and my mind wan- 
dered. The blood, in iny temples even now 
throbs so fiercely, thait I fear my reason will .for- 
sake me.' At this, moment I am diz^iy— aod 
scarce know whether what I see is reality or the 
ooinagi? of my !fiincy« Farewell! If ever you" 
think of Pauline, do. so witb compassiw— with 
tenderness. She would not for the world: in- 
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tentfom&y hurt yofot 'Mistg^ Indced^^ she 
piMMdd lay hand to ber. heirt^ << I ck> BOiwl 
never Ctti' forget your kmcbeMk I am wtretehd^ 
uabappy, ibrlom-kJbut s^ I tmsty blaBietn% 
and ottly Mof remabs to be my oasmMtm. 
Oaly Oiait My cbild^ do i forget lhae>? And 
my hufifaand :— Alas t how knug-mll mf AM 
have a father ? FareweU*^tee^P^ P 

But she did not move**4i€r ftet seemed loot^ 
ed to the grotmd, and^her featareslbeeRme'Ta- 
cant^aild unmeaning; ' I spoketo ber^ .faaft she 
gave Meno ans^f^^BT^' I addre»edito>h«r ewf 
endearing' epkhet,' but she retamnA. inBenrible 
of my jMsonees The only sign of . aranation 
was a^^onvnl^Ye {jressure of ber.infantvto: bcr 
breavt' Suddenly a* glow» of ^retmn&igilifrifnread 
tttxm^ her ftrehesd;' iEus sba- perceived Diichenie 
almidy at a oanriderable distances A gemdarme^ 
vriid had^rraiapBwdl behind,, rapidiy advaiMedi 
afaiide6it«d^lk»r< notto idler Jcm tbet way ; hot 
l)ifere^liia>woid!i reariMd^heiv'she, ap p ai aiidy 
uncsonaQibiii' diat eitbev he ar I 'SpekeHta^ kei^ 
had pttsed^ ohy kSiag, widi ivildi^nA phwiive 
e«den0ey<lie«l»Ay<ti» ten.' 
I iWMfii^MMsqaidMed'mdv aai^ 



ronne, to whom I could address myself in be- 
half of my unfortunate friends* But I resolved 
to forward a recommendation in their favour to 
our ambassador at Paris. I was, however^ dis- 
suaded from adopting this measure, as the 
French authorities were represented to be ex« 
tremely jealous of the interposition of the British 
in any matter Ttb.tiog^ te^ oiBRsoces against the 
state.' I therefore, for the present, placed some 
money' in the hands> of the Mairt at Ba« 
patntf^y which, he assured me, his oo«reqK»id* 
ent at Peronne would apply in the way most 
useful and/boEiefiGKal tOr Pauline and her huSf 
band. 

Soon after, reports spread that the British 
.ari^y waa about to break up qyetrters, an^d re« 
turn to England^— and,^ io the course of a few 
weekai^ orders were issued tQ that effect Accord- 
i»gly>i ofter concentrating near Cambraj, we 
cQiBttenced our march to the coast, remained a 
day o9twaat Calais,, ^d, finally embarking on 
board the transports assigned tp us,, hoisted sail, 
and bore (fowi^ lupon the white cliffs of old Eng* 
land^ 
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CHAPTER X. 



'• Bd. Ay, my merry comrade, where are now the tram' 
pet'a roar, the cymbals* clang, the ilutterings of our pennons? 
By'r lady, methjoks the lethargy of dull contented industry 
has settled in my veins. 

**Au. Nay, I*m sore my blood is iced.— What bo! 

drawer ! two other cups or so,'* 

The Leagtur, 



I BAD been a very short time in England, when 
a friend proposed that we should take a tnp to- 
gether to Switzerland, and pay a visit, eri poisant, 
to Paris. No suggestion could have been more 
agreeable; and, therefore, making the proper 
application, I again obtained leave 6f absence, 
and set off on our tour. 

As we approached the capital of France, we 
could hardly believe that it was the city which 
we h^ left three years before. Then the roads 



CSAPTfiR X. )M3 

were cavi^red with travellers, their bodies thrust 
half-out of the earriage windows, and their eyes 
straining to catch a glimpse of the expected won- 
ders. The fields wa% covered with troops ; the 
lanes and alleys through the brush-wood glit* 
tered with warlike weapons ; and the air rung 
with martial music. 

Here, appeared a group of veteran campaigners 
busied in preparing their dinner, and indulging 
in the most boisterous and vociferous merriment : 
There, a bkter contest about some fruit ;-'«the 
seller demanding thrice the value, and the pur- 
chaser fingering his half-franc, hesitating whe* 
ther or not to make the tempting exchange : Not 
far ofi*, a set of soldiers just from drill, covered 
with dust, breathless and parched, draining the 
luxuriant beverage which an old Savoyard pour- 
ed from a huge tin castle decorated with ban- 
ners and elevated on his back: Then a raw 
ensign, coaxing along a half-broke, sulky, vicious 
Russian horse, which, maddened by the flies, and 
high in spirit from good keeping, returned. all 
its owner's loving kindnesses by plunging, rear- 
ing, and dashhig among, the tent«7rop6s, to thf 
utter horror of its rider, and the disoomfiture of 
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nAicb^dslctttdvini stmn^* lanomy $M0P9g the potii 
and' pMM^iAiidi lietmatiDg n^lhout aoj respect fos 
eoBicqiiaiSQte,! Iwd; i^raag^aoion ft diloh,,.aiid 
alighted between the horse's folNM^si|ifli(liii timft 
ta trip^tiam up^imd^ *]wifip9 ftovi^tiKi jqiieeze 
it imMfed^ ]nd^< by a^hakfbi^adtfi^ eyoaped im^ 
mdbrtioD' firamc the body -of: aii:.iMr»iloaded St. 
OenmuiWiGaboMefcy the-akalito o£ vdudhi . bsske 
in. tpsin^ as the. driver, >by suddeidyr chedung 
laa oeMVie^. grtve.ihe aunalB* a« . opportiiiBtsy 
of seeing 0110^. f]i»Bfl>ii' * and pantefaing o£ aiK» 

T\umi ibe atteilikni hms; absorbed by the wim 
andoonfonoa-oa approaohi]igtl»:baBrifvi Goik^ 
flieting eiirmts e£ fiotaeo} and horsemeii*f9<ii 
eoBche»«Jftarouchfi& aadfour— nand piur^aad uoh 
eonif«^timderasM«nmdom8«-^haaard8«^igigS'^ uIm 
bttgy»***deaDetii ■ ■ baoketa^-^pdaigres-i^^^cabiiotrtth^^ 
inttlwm*^888eB-*^and'y perchance^ a: dsoire of halfi* 
starredy kiftiriated mne^ Mmuhapeaualy rriiiBg 
past Ae< triuiBphal arch aad thv&of^ the narro«r 
gate, bmtfiiig irkb (touaniersy bariogaaddiraabt 



jpunouB Ttibide, >tt> aiwrt>m>tiMt the digri dues 
(ie0re«)t evaded : JggndMen io^liriridiHHtiiig 
Bhoes^ MidJsdiea tm ioB^ ArMk'i&mtf eft mmIm^ 
iHignoMy^liigax bbnneU iMt fin ib»ambfi^fiio£ 

natttf e !» ibciUiiiiKgr «Bd MiDeeditig her ia rariiB^ 
lgfi/9«ptfaeir jbiiicl& peeieeviiiglbe :4cAiil^ «tlol$ eniQh 
^MiintU i^o»:in;die nest JieoMting.'fblflb^ Md 
liiorfltUk gnen /iMda.pe^u^ fiMi/ faida«r( A le« 
lipdnth of iflonnoes Mi igamikmtii .m^nmm- 

JiociK^s head, and rtbtbAvig idoioit ?te»a jipeii** 
hmadth, ^as a in&tnxBt mukfkid hedk te mf» «»d 
lathed xmt isegardlese :of her ^itADicu idji^sUe 
mI dMKifeiK/e»%-»whifeiR^^ 
asks iniall y^oarttcs if Tbis;^Q4Mdied'^bat>hadfhaen 
eeeo, and m&nAsn itfawe k Hi ikdaine'^i^yluarf^, 
eommiiorates tthe /iate » of rthe ecftof . (Wiii<tM)« > wd 
mteipemte&aU«ittiiiab^bdoiigi«giU> ibe^^^ 
db^oK d»V::>--£ej|^iab («9ldkrac|ii0t9QbeB^mi^ 
to see tfae)}irs|me^ of elidilig «aio :tfae:«Kuwt 
ditdi^le>eaetipe(<be/e]fe of Ihek iiflklBriOr^MMie 
disagreeable xfooeiite Kith ^^e ^pMvtfKMiMW* 
tial >^r9L MhaHatn ^cw iM^vimmff rhim^ hobiiig 
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a troop of Prus»an light e^alry, and receiving 
the poiht of every man's elbovr with a most 
emphatic, *< d&r Teufil :"— Russians, like painted 
figui^s in a showman's caravan, stuck up in low 
narrow sledges on wheels, the fiery horses with 
necks bent outwards like the German' eagle,^-^ 
the driver a slave and die inmates princes :—:> 
John Bull on foot to save ooach-hire, but curs- 
ing his frugality by the time he became half* 
sufibeated with dust-^his lady and daughters 
exciting shouts of laughter at their long waists 
and little bonnets-— and even overcoming the 
gravity of face of their obseiquious valet de place^ 
by their curious inventions in the French tongue: 
—-The boulevards crowded like an '- assembly* 
room-^1 nations— all ranks^-^U professions^ 
jostling one another in their raee of mirth 
and revelry: Elegantly-dressed females, of the 
highest rank, glittering and glowing in the glare 
of silks and satins : The coachmen flogging and 
swearing to get to the spot where their parties 
are seated: The sharp voice and keen eyes of 
the people letting out chairs for the evening; 
the waiters flying about to see that no person^ 
having swallowed his ice land sorbet, made his es- 
cape without paying : The tingling of musical 
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instruinents — ^the ooDtention of voices tn braimrd: 
Here a boy collecting pence by exhibiting. the 
wonderful achievements of . his white mice) 
*.^siJolies,et ^^^ife*/*— there by the docility 
of a hare playing on a tambourine, sitting up and 
bjBgging fruit from its master : Next:a man waxi 
ing rich by the feio'ful distortions of his oounte- 
nance : A few paces further on, a cadaverous^ 
looking fellow, imitating the sound of castanets^ 
by knocking his knucjdes against his chin ;«^ 
and, not twenty yards off, a female straining 
her lungs to the highest note of Vive Henri 
Quatre ; her features concealed, and a billet af- 
fixed to the little basket at her feet — ^bearing 
" une pauvre malheureuse de bonne famUle /'— 
Then, the opera-house and the theatres-^^the 
caverns, where you pay a few halfpence in 
addition to the customary charge for the trifling 
refreshment you order, and are entertained, with 
indescribable music, and incomprehensible bal« 
lets on a stage four feet square : The travelling 
fricassetisesj fearlessly carrying, slung round 
their shoulders, a pan of burning charcoal, and 
dressing, in savoury paste, little fishes of most 
captivating aspect-r-and followed by a crowd of 
penny less boys, inhaling the delicious perfume: 



•McBt^ ^tlM multifiinoiis jftrgons which ^titig 
llnoiii^ the ativ^Freiick-^DgHBh-^Seot(ft«*- 
ficrmait '-^Runsian -^Dcrteh -**^aitar*~DiRiM^h, 
fndevery .^oloia «V0r beaid in the ^pareot coun- 
tries: The twiMeriiig; ^ the p0tH^94M^e», as 
they handed iiirir finr tihamiers orer the etreun 
irieUiog «long4he«iiddlei<yf ^ »tre^ ; ^and the 
ixuotenuis vocifSDrations of ^our kughteivliynfeq; 
bevon etaggenng hime^tothi^iii bitlefa <^ on the 
eold gBoimd:*' The city, >a great 'Jbal?rabk^^Ae 
wSiktaey dar9M exbibf^g die extipetties ctf" fero- 
city .or jestraTagance««-4lU ^alioiA' udeeting-^ 
eair^sfiom the deisft,>ve^Iltog, Idmost at the 
ipme table '«dth the priMes -of SSurepe, in all 
the 'Costiy and sumptuous luxuries -of i^^e- 
Boent : A Brusian Hulan, »mtii difficulty poHong 
bis elei9itedToui>Goniered dap, rich "with appen- 
dages lUce belUiopes, <md ^bis 4)]reast puckered 
out Bke a eropper-pigeen^^glftticing 'bis ^yes 
fifith infiiDte>seIf««€omp]a6enoy on his gilded uni- 
ibrm, taedalously ^bunushed Ao firoduce Ifae 
gisatestieffect : A Russian fad*du*oiinip,l<Mt in 
atatreamv<tf 'fealbeiB^baDgtBg< over* bis liead and 
hoei likea^ dVaif vetonUng^its parent 4bun« 
lm»^bis sabre danking at 4iis ^heel% 'White %e 
siralchaBthiaiMi^ to thr^uttetmosty -and Wbours 
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to gratify the eyes of his soremgn, by exhifait* 
iog the greatest possible breadth of shoulder, 
and an Asiatic sweep of gesture : A blue-eyed 
English private, in patched trowsers, soiled and 
singed jacket, bare Lilliputian cap, decorated with 
a dirty tuft like a hare*s scut, or a few bristles 
like the end of a corkscrew : A Cossack of the 
guard,—* with brown faoe,intelligent features, and 
Uack hair dropping on his shoulders, in wiry, 
uncombed luxuriance,—- perched on the pinnacle 
of a saddle which scarce allowed his toes to 
reach the stirrup-irons-— his horse, the legitimate 
heir of BozinantVs external beauty, unless a 
better comparison be, a skin drawn tight over 
a coarse unsmoothcd wicker-baeJcet : A High- 
land sergeant, with slow, circumspect, and heavy 
tread, moving like a walking tower — ^his swell- 
ing limbs in open rebellion against his ciu 
rioiisly-tied hose— his ample chest, des^using 
the adventitious aid of buckram and sail-cloth— > 
and Ms head surmounted with a gallant plume, 
disclosing the honourable badges of his services 
A cjrmbal-boy, strutting in the mountain garb at 
his side, imitating the erect port of his country- 
man, and striding with the most desperate efforts 
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to ;k€ep pace uritb hiin-^wbile a host of little 
Freach masters a«d misses follow and gaze 
at him with mingled feari surprise^ and pleasure : 
TarCar$^ with fattened nose, and eyes on the 
edge of their temple&*-^leyated on the mass of 
plund^ which their dexterity had accumulated : 
Austrians, withgrave, ine^qpressive fiu:es, moudi- 
ing their words, and twisting and untwistii^ their 
mustadiios : English guardsmen (kf quality^ in 
new suits from Scbultze's, immured in a dungeon 
0f Cossack trowsers-^picking their 9Xep& over the 
slifip^ry causeway, and dmming the vulgar 
cloimsfor not haying £ftreets on whidb a. gentle- 
man can preps his foot; jox^ ; with the effect of 
an QcplosioB of 4 fhell,, driv^u^ the crowd be- 
fore 'them, as U^. leading hopae of their tandem 
places iiB xx)se.cin the sbpuld^rprthe inattentive 
.passeqgqr, ;befor^ the rki^wi^ o^ |«phed his 
ears : Brujiswick^, ii^ mit^ blaf k^ with skull 
-and ccoBsJxm^ over tbeii: farov^s, 1^ drawing 
loqg ^tvigprating blasts from their pipes i The 
La|[i4vehi:i T^hining in neiv jdptbiqg^ ei^er too 
tight or tpp wide for the wfsarer^ ^d tiyn^uig 
. dowatb^thi^oatsrixers pf Imining nantz.-^War- 
like parade ^verywhei^ usurped possession of the 
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public wfrlksytbe theatres, and Uie churches; apd 
the straoger,, if he fled from the dia and clang 
of arms which stunned bim^ even in the most 
sequestered comers, and sought the fields f(^ 
calmness, found himself encircled by soldiery, 
and still embosomed in the very heart of clamour 
and tumult At length the eyes became fatigued 
•—the attention exhausted — and the spectator 
thankfully retired to the refreshing solitude of 
ins own apartment. 

. Every step I now took raised recollections^ 
tendered stronger by contrast, of the wild and 
unDestrained revelry, indeed absolute folly, which 
formerly prevailed* I could not help remember- 
ing two K^tish graziers, who, in the joy of their 
hearts! upon balancing accounts of some go- 
veniment4x>ntract, resolved to visit Paris ; and, 
without a moment's further thought or prepara- 
tion, stepped into the Dover packet, whose flap* 
ping suls and whistling cordage had given rise to 
the project. I had be^n in London for a few 
days arranging some military matters, and hap- 
pened to embark in the saine vessel We reach' 
ed the French coast late at night, and were ob- 
liged, from the great influx of voyagers, to take 
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refuge in a very secondarj hotel. The gnu 
ziers devoted the first evening to brandy pundi, 
to prepaire themselves, as Uxey said, for the 
<* cold blue;** which they understood was the 
only beverage to be procured inland. Next morn- 
ing, when I descended to the salle i mangert I 
found my fellow-travellers already there, in a 
hot and noisy dispute with the gargon^ who, un* 
fortunately, had not yet learned enough of £i|g* 
lish to comprehend that his new guests ware 
very anxious to have some buttered toast to 
breakfast He listened in the most piofbund 
attention, but with a ludicrous expres»on of 
despair, at being utterly unable to under* 
stand what was the article required. Tl^ey 
in vain exhausted their ingenuity and thmr 
French.*«-Their very grimaces fmd gestures, only 
caused the poor fellow to vanish and return, with 
dish after dish, — coteleiU de mouiony rqgwns au 
sauce f JUUt de veau^ pkda de cochoru d Si 
Menehould, — until the intended consumers g^w 
pale with wrath and dismay. *< ^pealc you, 
Bill,^ said one of the graaBi^rs,««4ifter having 
kirangued till his throat was parched^— *^ you 
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know surnmut of their biltlandirii tongue, I'm 
ftirlydcme.'' 

<^ And 8D I will, Jem/' answered his ocMnpanion ; 
then tomingto the waiter, began— ** I do suppose. 
Mister Mounseer, that you understand your own 
gibberish. So heark ye,—* I say toasty, toasty, 
avec beurre C — &nd he bent to the fire as if de- 
scribiog the nuuiner in which the dish ought to 
be prepated. The waiter paused for a moment ; 
dien slapping his forehead as if suddenly dis« 
6oTering the wishes of the speaker, he rushed out 
muttering---** Si, Monsieur, n ; — Ah ! je vous 
comprendcH'-toute jiuite — ^toute suite r-— and he 
forthwith returned with a chicken just wrenched 
from the sfnt, and porcupined with morsels of 
lard, 

I thought that it was but an actof mercy to the 
unfortunate garfon, whose pale and cadaverous 
face quivered with apprehennonas he sprung a* 
ade fifom the threatening aspect of my incensed 
countrymen; to explain what thegentlemen meant 
^* Du pain roti T he exclaimed, with an astonish- 
ment as great as if I had told him that they were 
deaious of having his own person barbecued ; 
*< Du pain roti avec ^ and fled to obey the 
order, while Jem murmured ^— 
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<« Pmh tota-HioMCy ! why, Bill^ I bean't a tnu 
veller, heaven knows ; but, in my humble moind, 
toaatj IB aft good as roasty any day !" 

Not loiig after I had arrived, on that oocanon, 
at Parts, t went, with a party of friends^ to the 
Ruggieri Gardes ; and almost the first person I 
leoognised was Bill. Indeed I oould not have HDfr* 
taken him. He was dressed in the same ioUed, 
}II«4;l<»aned buckskins, with boots of moat endu- 
ring texture, tied above the knee with a birach 
of flowing white tape. His waistooats were of 
the moit brilliant hues, and threw into utter diade 
a green jockey coat, into one of the pocketa of 
which be generally deposited the end of a heavy 
hunting whip. It was not so easy to distinguish 
his companion, on account of an accident •that 
had happened to his dress, when Jem fell out of 
one of the swinging frigates, into which, unsus- 
picious of its sickening motion, he had ventured, 
in rash confidence in his power, to sustain the 
aerial voyage* This shipwreck obliged him to 
pare away the front of bis capadous surtout 
into a short-tailed French coatSej and to supply 
his velveteens with huge linen cossacks, wl»eh, 
for a; time, felt so great a novelty, and so em- 



harrsmtigi iMm be cMtkited fainself vith be»^ 
ing A (SpeGtatcnr instead of an actm* m the fesli* 
vkies around %hiK 

BiU;' howeirer, nndlEluntedi by bis friendV miiE^ 
hap, had baldly moutiled one of the wooden . 
hopsto aifRlsced to a circular machine like the rounds 
abottts' frequenltng English fairs^; Md, ambiti- 
oils of kinghtweiTant feme, prepared fbr a coui^ 
at the " Ikigtie.'" In this exercise he comported' 
himself tik^ a preujp chevalier of the oldea tim^ 
-i^^eenfy bent his eye on the ring silspended m 
mid mr— -tais^ himself in the stirrups— knitted 
hb brow— H!o«iched his tyny lance — and, when the 
ring jingled along Ins weapon, turned a trium^ 
phant look upon the surrounding crowd, and 
esutt^d as if, at the next bound he took, be wa«^ to 
.lay the prise at ** fair ladyeV feet. Immediately 
behind I»m rode a bouiiqutery in best array, hand- 
ling his lance with anxious and trembling gra^, 
and so little able to conquer the agitation which 
shook bit frame, that he always passed the spot be* 
fore he could get his arm •steadied to the proper 
elevation. Indeed, never recollecting that his 
coursi^r was inanimate, he uniformly kept one 
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lumd secoiiely entangled in the Byme^ lest tlie 
animal sboakl suddenly become lestiTe and d»* 
order his seat in the saddle. As be passj^d, I 
eiqpected to bear him conjure my friend not to 
press forward with such fiery speed; mad I could 
not help recommending to him more eauUoa in 
cldfling.so much on Monsieur Angiok^ (who^ 
at that moment, as if under the same dehnioi^ 
had both heels elevated almost over the horse's 
back by the furious efforts he made to bring 
the animal to the pace best quahfied to en* 
able him to be again the conquennr;) and I 
added, that I knew the bidet was michani^ and 
apt to kick unmercifully. I reoeiyedi the next 
time he ca&ie round, a profiKind how, and an 
earnest acknowledgment of my kind advice^ 
while he, with desperate exertion, rdned in his 
steed, to the infinite risk and destruction of the 
bridle and screws of the bit* 

Immediately before the grazier, a g«ly«diess* 
ed nymph, engaged in the same pastime sat 
erect in a little chariot, the model of an ancient 
car. Her eyes sparkled with fire, as sh^ with 
graceful dexterity, hit the ring; but she tem- 
pered their animation with the most seductive 
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soiftae8i";*-.iKh«t| looking buck upon Biilt she 
wared her «n]^ with irapofiing gesture, and mur* 
mured, in the> moat mellifluous tooe— ^^ Eh biea. ! 
Monsieiir Joekey l---Toila encore ! Suiyez moi i 
]a gloirey mon enfant, suivez moi !" This address 
so inpifed my cattle-deaiing friend, that, rising 
from tbe saddle, be seemed almost to leave his 
horse behind Jum ; and, next day, was compared, 
in.CktUgnamte Meiaenger, to Sappho, in the act of 
leaping from the promontory of Leucacate, her 
airy figure juist leaving the verge of the precipice, 
and jet asoeadrng from the energy of tbe spring. 

<* Ah I" exidaimed Bill, addresang his nag,-* 
** make play-r*make play, my little tit— bowl 
away i okl shovei Zounds, I do believe thy sides 
are- tanned, and thou hast no more blood than 
a board, and bees no better as a rocking horse. 
Jem, I say,'', be added, as he again carried away 
the ring, *^ I do suppose thou wilt gie up all 
thoi^ts of ^an Jessop ? Idoan'tnowvaluethy 
wUte oossackf no not a new lifurthing.^ 

As Ibe comrse finished, I was turning away^ 
bill was suddenly hailed by Bill, and intreat- 
ed fiir oouasel and advice. The rule of the 
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game is, I bdiev^, ttiat the advtoturer pays Itss 
in proportion to the number of rings he has 
strung — and which rings he, as a matter of oooiii, 
restores to the owner of the machine. This was 
not, however, the result for which myoountiTinan 
was prepared. Accordingly, although very littk 
persuasion was necessary to induce him to rdin* 
quish the idea that he was not to be paid in- 
stead of paying, t explained in vain that the rings 
were required for the next course de bague.'^ 
^* Let him that wins 'em wear 'em," was his 
answer, while he made them jingle among a load 
of 8€UB and francs in his coat pocket, and thrust 
down his whip with increased energy. *< Be- 
sides,'' he muttered, *< what would Nan Jessop 
sdy P No, no ! I^m not to be gulled after that 
there manner. And yet," he added, shouting 
with laughter, <<if Jem will doff his cossacks, so 
as we may have fair play, I'se not be uaieason* 
able in the matter of these here rings. I do 
suppose they are little better as brass.*' 

The people now began to crowd about us to 
isee and hear what was going on ; and the new 
competitors for ring-glory clamorously demanded, 
the reason of their steeds' immovability. I there- 
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fere tlMMigbt it best to make my escape, and 
leave my.feilbw-travellera ta the exerdae of their 
own judgmmt. 

Now all was changed. The roads were dull 
— ^mott deserted ;i— here and there, perhaps, a 
coMtanier mending the causeway or clearing th^ 
ditches— a rainb&^-*<a lumbering diligence— -one 
or two poj^anTtesu- and a few French officers 
acting the agreeable. . The city had lost its 
fiery and turbulent aspect. Well«dressed wo- 
men appeared on the streets without escort— 4md 
civiiians were no longer ashamed of their plain 
clothes. The public places were quiet and well 
vqgulated. The very first evening we went to the 
ThedtiB de VariStia^ some of my countrymen 
took the liberty of expressing, very rudely and 
boisterouslyt their disaj^probation of certain pas- 
sages in the after-piece, somewhat satirizing 
English' mJEinnel^. These critics wore in the very 
centre of a crowded pit, but were in a moment 
farougbt to their senses by finding themsdvet 
under the . muscular grasp of some gendarmes^ 
who litendly lifted diem like children sprawling 
and kidding against the nurse's chastisement ; 
and, conveying them over the heads of the spc&r 
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tatorsi set them down in the lobby, and^ wHh 
ineflable politeness, pointed to the door. 

The British coftume was now the r a g e- an d 
nothing appeared in the higher drcles but clothes 
after Bond Street fashion. I eould not helpxe- 
membering the old English saying, that an 
*< Englishman is a Frenchman's ape,*** and re* 
fleeting how completely dmes had altered. How 
delighted our facetious antiquary Grose wbiild 
have been, had he lived to see the change. Even 
in his day he felt himself warranted in observ- 
ing, for the sake of the independence of his conn* 
try, that we have at all times been rather impt\>Ter5 
of French fashions than mere servile imitators 
of them, as may be instanced in the articles of 
ruffles, which, though a Gallic invention, was 
much improved by the English addition of 
shirts ! 

The absence of the glare of the military qv 
pointments— of the trappings and hamessii^ of 
war — of the intermingling of thecivilized and the 
savage, groaning under the weight of their re» 
spective honours, — gave Paris completdy a new 
character. You now found the metropoia of 
France to be an ordinary every-day kind of 
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pitaly* posseftnog JBomethiog to commend, much 
to despi^ more to laugh at, aQd a little to ere* 

. Afflicted with the latter feeling, I one day 
was sauntering along the outer iotifevard, avail- 
ing myself of the sfaa^e afforded by the in- 
terwoven branches of a row of trees which there 
screened the. road from the sun. Suddenly 
I. was accosted by a lady, who, at the moment 
I was paisingt opened a garden door almost hid 
in clusters of flowers and foliage. I instantly 
recognised my iair friend of Douay, and I al- 
most unconsciously cast my eyes around in search 
of her brother. She seemed to read my thoughts, 
for immediately she observed — << Be under no 
alarm<^-»ypu are safe, Delonneau is not here— 
we have -parted-^parted for ever !^ 

I had so often remarked, among the Parisians, 
a derire to be dramatic in common-place matters, 
and to give an imposing effect to trifling scenes 
and conversations, that I was inclined to regard 
Madame's expressions very much as words of 
course, and, probably, the consequence of some 
pettish quarrel which the presumption or petu- 
lance of the Seigneur might have created ; but Z 
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flooa perceived thai m this iiurt^iiee I was mit-^ 
taken. 

I now learned that Duchesne had, a sbcxrt time 
before, been brought from Peronne to Paris, and 
had ever nnce remained a prisoner ;««-*at first in 
olose custody, biit hitterly, in consequence, it was 
saidy of the dangerous state of his health, had, in 
point of confinement at least, experienced more 
indulgence. The greatest efforts had beoi made 
by the civil power to discover his real name imd 
lineage, but on these points he remained obsti- 
nately (dlent All his associates believed that his 
sank was above his apparent station ; although, 
perhaps, this impression might have arisen from 
bis bold and impetuous manner, and an undis* 
guised aversion to brook authority; but be had 
been known merely as Duchesne, an officer in 
the ex*emperor^s young guards. By that de- 
signation, he had taken an active interest in the 
sdiemes of a general officer, under whom Da* 
ehesne had formerly served. The sudden death 
cS the leader had, however, broken up the con- 
federacy ; and the fears of some of the oonqnra* 
tors, and the treachery of others, so far put 
government in possession of the knowledge of 



GBAPXSK X. 909 

the plot, that the in£¥idiiiAld most deeply in«' 
Volved were obliged to leave Fnoce^ or fly for 
a tkne to the most inscratable coDGealmentB the 
country afibrded* 

Dadiesne, however, defying danger, and trust- 
ing to his ingenuity and vi^ance to baffle his 
pursuers, reunited the party ; and, l^ his indi- 
vidual exertions, restored confidence, gained 
proselytes, and, under the nominal command 
and direction of the Seigneur dci Godeault, 
now of broken fortunes, but of old and dis- 
tinguished family, spread, in multiplied rami- 
fications, the roots of an increasing and desperate 
conspiracy against the ruling powers* 

Affairs were in this situation, when it was acci- 
dentally discovered that the plot, which had been 
conceived to be utterly defeated, had revived 
with tenfold fury, and was carrying conta^on 
into almost every department of France; and 
the police soon ascertained, that, whatever other 
individuals might be implicated, Duchesne was 
the most enterprinng and indefatigable agent.—- 
But the moment thby thought th^ plans for 
his appidiensbn were matured, he uniformly dis- 
appeared as it were from below theur hands, until 
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be again ^ilelosed himself bj the incMUMd ac- 
tivity of his operations in quarters to iidiich not 
the slightest suspidon of his presence attached. 

At length circumstances occurred which)g«ve 
goyemmcnt reason to believe diat Delonneau 
was not unconnected with these machinatioiBk-** 
A secret examination of the Seigneur was the re. 
suit ;— -«nd, whether he despaired of the ultimate 
success of hb schemes, or had not the foiti* 
tude to abide the rigbur with which he was 
likely to be treated if he persisted in contumac3r 
and silence, or was influenced hy jealousy or 
hatred against any of his colieagues,»^he made 
terms with die civil power ; and, on condition of 
having his life and liberty spared and being 
taken into favour should his disclosures be im- 
portant, communicated all the particulars he 
knew of the plot^-^ving in a list of the names 
and reridences of the individuals who had com* 
posed that branch of the confederaey which 
the Seigneur had more particularly headed 
In consequence of this informatibD, measures 
were immediately adc^ited to trace and appre* 
hend Dudiesne.«^He was hunted from den ta 
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deB-«*-diiTeii to the most painful exiremitieft— i 
sufimd privatioiM which the human frame 
could searoe have been supposed ci^ble of 
endiunngN-Aod bad his miseries embittered by 
the knowledge that his retreat and dif^^fuise 
were ever pointed out by the unrelenting hapd 
of Delonneau. 

But, whatever were the polilifial crimes of 
Duchesne^ I had not been the less indebted to 
him in the hour of danger^*— and I felt it my 
dutf to olRer at least what services were in 
my power to obtain an intercession on his be- 
half to government, or to mitigate, as far as his 
situation enabled me, the hardships of ooi^ne* 
ment. Pauline also was to be protected9«-«ooth- 
ed,--cherished in her present griefs,~.and, my 
teaxB tcdd me, in her future misery. Madame in- 
formed me, that, by applying to a friend of her*s 
connected with one of the public offices, I would 
learn by what method io obtun an order of ad- 
mission to Duchesne. The means of seemg 
Pauline wiere less d^cult, as I was rejcHced to 
hear that she was only en mrvdUemce ; and it 
was thought that her sex would prevent her 
from bemg brought to trial at all, unless she 
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exposed berwif to tbe rigour of tl» Ui^y by 
nefunog to eommaiiiGftte what she kneir xebip 
live to the coEiqsiracy. 

I therefiare prepared to leave Mwiume Ddm- 
neau. The interest she took in the &to of my 
unfortunate friends was more than eae^gh to 
make me forget that she was sistec of tbe Seig- 
neur ; but, if any feelings of prejudice or vrer- 
sion could stiU^ on that aecount^ have hirked.in 
my mind, they must have vaaisfaed when I disi* 
Qoveved that to Aer I had been indebted £ot res- 
cue at Albert. By accident made aware of her 
brother^ outrage^ she had, the moment tbe in* 
formation reached her, hiinied to Caasbvay, 
and learning where were my quarters, had 
made the communication to Blue and Lamey 
whidi directed them to the spot and gave me 
the assistance of these faithful fellows. 

I obtained, with sdrae difficulty, an order to 
see Dudiesne ; and,, proceeding to the P^Jau de 
jMBtietf I required to be admitted. At first tbe 
emeierge objected, cm account of it bang within 
a few mmutes of the hour of lodcing up ; but, on 
my repeating my request,, and undergoing mora 



ifiterKogalonel ^Vt I bad: been ^i^posed to eten 
m gettiag tb^ penniesioi^ I wtfs oondtieted' ti&Dg 
a broad stdne ptaage^nd iffih^red iot^ a smail 
ceU, wheire I was desired to wi&t. I oiusCcoiifesa 
that I experienced no very agtreeable gensatioos 
whe» I heard sundry locks and boll» gtsybe and 
^mt as the retieadng footst^Mi of the timikej 
feUfidntar and. fainter on my ear. Afier ^ sbort 
interval^ honrever^ he returned^ and desiriilg me 
to insert my name in a book tsbieh be pui inio 
my hand, be tU^gently compared my sigpatiire 
with what I had be£9re been obliged to write 
upon the order of admission^ and^ after. stNne 
very important looks, a{^)cared to-be satisfied, 
and, with a loqnadty the very reverse of his 
previous taciturnity, directed me towards the 
place where Duchesne was confined. 

When I approached, I perceived Duchesne, 
along with several other prisoners^ within a 
long, narrow cell, the front of which was 
composed of wide open iron net-work, through, 
which it was easy to hold oonv^se with the 
friends of the different parties. Duchesne was 
talking earnestly and in a low voice to Pauline, 
who knelt (dose to the bars. The tutnfcey 
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ruddy maed her by the arm, sad oideted her 
to make way and retire. She only aaiwered 
with a look whidi I thought m^ht have pene- 
trated the most callous heart, and, obiervii^ 
me, sprung up, drew me violently to the gra« 
ting, and, almost with a scream, exclaimed««» 

<< Duchesne, we have yet hope-»awi^, away 
with deqwirb—the htm AngUi» has so«|^t ui 
ottt--Jie was eter a kind, an active fiisnd«--and 
will he not be faithful to llie last? Do you not 
bring good tidings ? Say, in meiey, tiiat it is 
not mere pity whicfa has led you to this dreary 
abode. Have you my husband's freedom— 
speak*-»in compassion speik t* 

I did not know how to answer the uafiurtu- 
nate giri, who dung to me as if she could, by 
the violence of her grasps force from me the in« 
tdligence die desired But Ducheane broke 
the dlence :-i-» 

« There can be no doubt,"" he sdd« <« of Men- 
deur le Capitaine^s good wishes-**! cannot ex- 
pect— 4t is, I know, not in his power to give 
more— 4>ut it b not mere good wishes that will 
remove bars sudi as these, or admit a poor rnana* 
dtd fdon like me to the enjoyment of the rays 
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of the Uessed sun. I am, however, rgoiced for 
Pauline's aake^ She, perhaps, wUl take your 
advice, though, frcmi excess of affection to me, 
sl^ will not follow mine. I have, in vain, 
counselled h&c to avoid the chill and unhealthy 
damp of this place, but from morning to night 
she kneels cUnging to this grating, and turns a 
deaf ear to my intreaties/' 

<^ And where should I be ? interrupted 
Pauline, releasing me from her hold, and 
clasping Dudiesne's hand, ^' where should I 
be ? Who knows how soon the time may 
come when even to see you thus would be hea* 
ven ? And would you cruelly stint me in a 
gratification, which, if denied, can never be 
restored t Will you not let me treasure in my 
memory the hours, the minutes I have seen you 
— ^listened to you— -looked at you<^— before the 
fearful moment arrives,— the moment which 
now, even now, seems to pass with all its hor- 
rors before my eyes. Sir, sir !" she added, ris- 
ing from the ground, and addressing me with a 
sudden eomposure— *< You <mee used to chide 
me for yielding to the presages of my imagina- 
tion. You; told me it was folly— 'idle«»a crime: 
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Do now, I intreat you, show me that my £ears 
are mere visions— the coina^ of a distempered 
mind. Convince me that he is safe, and that my 
child shall not be fatherless T 

Duchesne seemed for an instant to be over- 
powered with his emotionsi and retired a few 
paces — and I, involuntarily, from the same cause, 
turned away. 

•* Leave me not — leave me not!" exclumed 
Pauline, ^< I am unfit for the task heaven has 
assigned to me. When the trying hour comes, 
can I sustain him ? I feel a fever in my brain, 
which scorches, and shrivels, and consumes. 
There must be a firmer arm to md, and a 
steadier foot to ascend-^to mount with him the 
steps which lead to the scajSbld/' And she fell 
senseless at my feet. 

At this moment the concierge approached, and 
intimated that the doors of the prison were to be 
immediately shut, and desired me to withdraw. 

*< I shall see you again without fiul,^ I hasti- 
ly said to Duchesne, who, with a force which 
threatened to rend the .bars asunder, furiously 
attempted to burst through, to the support of the 
poor sufferer, and, lifting Pauline in mj arms, - 
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conveyed her into tbe open mn I desired a mao^ 
loitering about, to call a fiacrt^ but I learned 
that Pauline lived only a few paces off. Wh^si 
we reached her apartment, &he was still in a 
deep swoon, and, as she yeviyed, seemed so 
overwhelmed with the agony of her mind, that 
I trembled lest life should yield to the struggle. 
I saw her child in the lap of the woman of the 
house. I took the infant and placed it in Pau- 
line's arms. She instantly clasped the baby to 
ner breast, and, with a convulsive sob, anima- 
tion returned. At first she looked around with 
unsettled and inquiring gaze, and, for some mo. 
ments/ bent her eyes eagerly on me — ^then, as if 
gradually recollecting the bitter scene which had 
passed, she kindly pressed my hand, and at- 
tempted to speak — but her mind again wavered 
— a sullen composure came over her features, 
and she sat down apparently unconscious that 
any person was present. 

The woman who attended seemed too much 
accustomed to such scenes to be likely or will- 
ing to give herself much trouble or anxiety ; but 
I desired her, (and fortified my request with a 
little bribery,) to watch carefully over Pauline-^ 
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and to obtain every thing whidi could add to 
her oomfort— and, proceeding home, I wrote a 
note to Madame Delonneau, requesting that she 
would, if posnble, procure some female who 
might be better qualified to wait on and soothe 
or support the unhappy girl. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

I 

<* Though I am not splenidve and rash, 

*< Yet have I in me something dangerous, 

« Which let thy wisdom fear.'* 

Jffamlett 

The more I considered the unfortunate situa- 
tion of Duchesne, the less prospect appeared of 
being able to render him effectual assistance. 
I resolved, however, at all events, to see him 
again without delay, that I might learn in what 
manner I could be most useful. 

I accordingly went next morning to the Palais 
dt JuattcCf but was inform'ed that he had not left 
his apartment, and that he intended to remain 
there all day. The gaoler, however, added, that 
if I was the person whom Duchesne expected, I 
should be ushered up. 

o 
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A few minutes' walk along the principal pas- 
sage brought me to aflight of steps, shortly after 
ascending which, I came to the celL When 
I advanced, I discovered Duchesne^ pacing 
up and down, and apparently deeply absorbed 
in meditation. At the noise of my entrance, he 
wheeled round, and sternly addressed me,«* 
<< Thou bast come betimes,^ he said ; *< do thy 
schemes require suck dispatch? Be as quick in 
unfolding them. Say who and what art thon ?' 

<< My schemes, Duchesne !— Alas ! would I 
had any that could be servioeidble to you ! But 
are you well enough f Surely you know me ?^ 
' ^ Know you ?«^t ask your paidoiH*^! ^xpect- 
led anodiQr titilor. My mud was prepai^d to 
neen^e Mmi) taoA the glioasieting light of tins 
'4ungeon ^eoritied me tiU you ipoke.'' 

«< I attn likefi, perkctps, iatriidiiig. If w, I 
shall leave you for tiie preftstfl^ and vetum wrimi 
lAe hour is tnore cdnvenient** 

<< No, no I at 4dl times you lan^ wehxmiei l%eve 
isiandiieiui ki giving me your soeiety even tst a 
MMMnt. It is a Parity that many woukl "deny 
to a-'fieieiKdlasB-.atgccW-is it not io lihsft I atti 
described— an abject felcm, sinkhq; benelith Ins 



fears«*witliout he^rt^without lobd-^irho j^lisgpd* 
hies at the propect of llie scaffold^'' 

^* Do not gj9ffi ^ay to such thoi;\gbtA> Ti»u 
nuist not^ for Fauline'p aake^ utterjij despfiir." 

<< It is in vain, my good fnend^ to Uwk of 
d/eludiqg me with idle posaihilitiea. Jt is iuAd- 
Hess in you. It proceeds fixub the ifirish^ that 
your hopepiihad the foundation which your joooler 
keaaon must tell you that they want Besid^« 
a cfaang^^a change I nener could havje .e^ 
pected in my character — ^has taken place* No 
maUi Yumevet^ knows the composition of Jhis 
nund .until the hour of trial. I once thought 
tb«^ wider the most heavy calamities of \S% I 
could hear up«^that iio pressure ccmld overpower 
the elaatiidty of my soul I haye now diacever* 
ed that, in this respect jat leasts I am w^k aod 
faint- M^ mere qhild> \But,not for myself do these 
fluervgtiogiears .exist. My course, I know> is 
nxQ. It is for my wife and chiU that I have oo 
hope— I perpetually see opening before them a 
dark aad dreary Uank. I feelas if even Onuii- 
potenee could not «aw them-^that they nx» 
diBOQPLad itp iioentable wxetdiedness and jmaery.^ 

<< Do.Bot speak or tUnk in that mauuer, Dtt« 
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.chesne, I intreat you — let the worst happen^ 
Pauline shall not, while I live, be unprotected. 
I have said so. I repeat it, — I shall repeat it a- 
gain and agiun, if that will give you composure 
and self-possession." 

** It is wrong, I am aware, that I have no 
excuse-*yet I cannot master or control my ap- 
prehensions. I should not,— I would not have 
acknowledged them to you; but I thought that 
there would be relief in confiding even my weak- 
ness to a friend.^ 

<' You shall never have reason to repent of 
your confidence— but our moments are precious 
—I am anxious to know whether you have pre* 
pared your defence — ^whether I can, in that mat- 
ter, be of assistance in communicating with your 
law advisers — jor otherwise ?** 

*« Why trouble them or myself with the vain 
form of a defence ? Government are in possession 
of our papers — ^have evidence which would con- 
demn me over and over.** 

<' Do not despair so utterly. Let me again 
intreat you to hope the best." 

" Hope !— hope,— for any rescue that the world 
can bring ! No — no. — Remember what our old 
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Iroubadours used to recite. The words were 
my favourites even whfeii, in the fulness and 
buoyancy of heart, I thcaight the sentiment 
nnfounded^^I now see its truth :— 

'* Sur l*appui du monde^ 

« Que faut il qu*oa fonde ?-» 

** Despoir. 
«< Cette mer profoode, 
« £n debris feconde, 

«< Fait Toir : 
*' Calme au matin, Tonde ' 

'* £t I'orage y gronde, 

« Le soir," 

" Well, well, Duchesne. But you shall not 
prevent me from indulging hopes, and of exert- 
ing myself to the utmost to realize them. Be- 
sides, you spoke of a person whom you expected 
—of his schemes : Perhaps his tidings may be 
propitious.'* 

" I did— -^nd I should also have told you the 
particulars. You had scarcely left me yester- 
day, when a man, muffled up in a loose coat, 
and his features intentionally concealed, took an 
opportunity of the gaoler attending you out; 
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and wkkqpcred to me^ that < if I waa bold and 
wipltttei "eB cape miglii jet be m siy power.-* 
ISbeitf wi^fiA be pmdiased— that the pnee «sa 
in my own pe6seanoo» As the gac^r retamed^ 
the stranger moved away, and I thought I heard 
him say — * there most be some sacrifice. Keep 
jrour cell to.morrow.* I have done so.*' 

** Have you no idea who the person was ?** 

<<Very slight I thought I recognised the 
tones of his vcice when he deared me to keep 
my ceU— but I might be mistaken.'* 

<< What means he by the 'sacrificed 

<< That I bum with impatience to know. I 
hare there my suspidon.** 

<<Can there be treachery intended? Go^* 
vemment are resorting 'to every means to leam 
who you are, and of what family. Perhaps 
also, the evidence against you may not be strong 
enough— and the object of this visit may be to 
entrap you unawares into important disdosnres.^ 

<< Government will leam nothing from my 
lips.'' 

<< Was it then Bemarde, or any of your 
friends who have your real interest at heart P^' 

Dvichesne shook hb head. 
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« Was it tiie Seigneur?^ I added, after a 

paus9« 

Duchesne hastily rose from a bench, on wbidi 
be tfas redining, and strode across the floor. 

** The Seigneur { That heartless Tuffiiin.-— 
No-«*ii0 ! I presume that he has more prudence 
and respect for his personal safety than to seek 
a conference with me." 

'* I have learned his baseness-^-his treachery. 
His sister told me all. What motives of pri* 
VBte hatred pould have induced him, with such 
uneeasihg malevolence, to sin^e you out for 
ruin?^* 

^ Do you ask that question ? Then his sister 
has not told you all^— nor can I. It is a subject 
which, even thinking upon, makes my blood 
boil with. insupportable violence in my veins. 
My m^d fills with the most savage and re- 
lentless purposes. Every feeling of love— of 
humanity, Iseems eradicated from my breast** 
« Hearken^to me,** added Duchesne ; •* We be- 
lieved the Seigneur to be faithful to our un- 
dertaking; we trusted in him as a friend, a 
tried friend, whom no earthly connderation 
could bribe to swerve a hur-breadth from our 
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common cause. I did morei — I made him die 
confidant of my dearest^ — my best hopes:— I 
rec^ved, in return, the expresaon of a bro- 
ther's kindness. I reposed implicitly in pro- 
fessions proceeding from a person who ought, 
by birth and descent, to have been a man of 
honour, — who as yet had borne an unsullied 
name. I opened my whole heart to him, and, 
in the moments of difficulty and of distress, 
I never found him wanting. While he thus 
lulled me into unsuspecting security, and placed 
me under deep obligations, — affected to con* 
fide in me — read my very soul^-knew the 
slightest purpose of my heart,-*the treacherous 
villain sought to rob me of the only treasured 
I possessed on earth, and insidiously to break 
the tie that gave value to every enjoyment un- 
der heaven, and without which the name and 
honours that with the risk of life I laboured to 
obtain, were worthless. He,-— he dared to de* 
dare his lawless passion for Pauline, — endea* 
voured to purchase her affections,— to work upon 
her fears, and make my life the reward of her 
sacrifice, — to engage, in aid of bis infamous de* 
signs, her attachment, her devoted love to me,-*-* 
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her lY^Uiigii^s ^ BuBer eVery wretehedness^ — 
(the rufiian dared to hope didhonour.) — to save 
her husband. The villiun had the audacity to re^ 
peat the offer to me. It was well he bore not the 
proposal himself, and that his messenger was 
not his confidant* Miles were between us, ^I 
could only return him my defiance. At that 
very moment I was hunted* by the officers 
of justice— had been traced up to the very 
mouth of my concealment, scarce venturing to 
breathe, lest my respiration betrayed me. Not 
that I dreaded danger. On my own account I 
had tasted the bitter cup of misfortune too 
deeply to consider death,-— public execution,-**- 
greater miseries than those I felt and had ex- 
perienced. Pauline was mine,-— I had a sacred 
duty to perfcHrm towards her. If I was taken 
away, who would be her protector,-— who would 
be her avenger ? Ay, that thought gave me 
spirits, — life,—- strength. Immured in a loath- 
some retreat, with scarce light or fur,— my 
limbs bent, — ^my lips parched, — ^my hands nerve- 
less,— my faculties wasted, — my eyes dim. I 
yet felt that I had sight, strength, mind, energy 
and life, for vengeance on Delonneau T' 

o3 
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^For beatm'diHdce^ Duckenae, be edtn^ you 
tMxM yoorself tieedlesfiljr- Within {his ceD 
foa ate mfe from the itisultflr of the Sdgtiear ; 
«&d fest sectnre that I shall tftke cafe tbat be- 
ymd time watts Patilltie idMll not be exposed 
to oiitrttge,«^fear nothing f^m'hitn. I too hare 
an account to settle with Delbimeau/' 

The expressicm of Bofchesne^i oounfenance 
instantly cbanged.-^Tbe light which had poured 
from bis eyes, failed-^his bloodless lips, wbidi, 
as he spoke, had tightly contracted over his teetb^ 
qinvered with emotion, and, hastily casting from 
him my hand, which he had grasped with a 
pressure almost painful, he walked into the 
most obscttre comer of the celt. In a few mi- 
nutes he came back* 

<« My PauHne,** he said,— <* when I am no 
more,— my PauHne, my child,**— but his worcb 
became inarticulate, his breast heaved, and, 
again rushing from me, he threw himletf on the 
bench. 

At this moment I heard the grating' df the 
outer bolt; Duchesne sprung up. A scowl 
lowet^d on his forehead, and a itrange and re- 
pulsive glare shone in his eyes. 



<«Itu^^ hesBid, ^n^ npected •nntor. I 
oi^tio have told you that I abtioipate lam to be^ 
MiBuiMrr—Bekiiuieau's ready tool,— with good 
news I presume from the Seigneur, with a jdan of 
escape ! But^ < there must be some sacrifice/ *^ 
and Ducheme kaghed in a tone which almost 
made me shrinK. ^ I pray you to retire/' he 
added ; ^ << there is a recess off my cell, where you 
can stay for a few minutes. The interview will 
not be long,— and I have yet much to say to 
yon." 

I hastily went towards the jdaee to which 
Duchesne had pointed, and, as I entered, he 
Jeebsd the door. 

For a moment a glare of light flashed on my 
eyes ; but, as I advanced farther, it vanished. I 
proceeded to the spot from whidt the gleam 
had shot^ and only saw a small lamp, the flame 
of whidi trembled before a little crucifix em- 
braced by the kneeling figure of the Vir^n;->« 
but I wte satisfied diat the fiuiit glimmer tlius 
afforded, could not have produced the glare 
which I had at first perceived. I Ivas endea- 
^ttnormg €o discover the cause of tins circum- 
stati0e, witen my attention was ccAed off by aloud. 
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and I thought aogiy ocmyenatioiiy in the apart- 
ment which I had just left. — I instantly retuni- 
ed to the door, the u[^r ,part of whidi was 
fortunately so perforated, that, although it did 
not allow me to see Duchesne and the strango*, 
I could, by pressing close to the apertures, hear 
tolerably distinctly what passed.* 

*< I intreat your patience," said the stranger. 
*< I am aware that you have many — ^very serioas 
grounds of complaint ; — ^but you do not know 
the circumstances which induced, — I may say 
compelled me, to adopt the course you have 
too much reason to blame " 

<* I have already listened to you too long,— 
I am weary of your excuses." 

<< They are found in the mouths of all tndt- 
ors to their honour, to their friends." 

<* Nay, Duchesne, upbraid me not until you 
have heard me« Could I have been so selfidi 
fis attend only to my own interest ? The wel- 
fare — ^the happiness of others was connected with 



me. 



*« It was,— you sacrificed it^ 
^' No, no, — you mistake me. I learned thai 
our schemes had been discovered— the jrians 
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we thought the knost securely laid, had been de- 
tcicted— the names of our friends most deeply 
implicated, ascertained. — ^Would jou, then, have 
wished me to perish myself, without endeavour* 
ing to win, for a sister, a pittance from my for* 
feited estates ; or ought I to have suffered her to 
remain a dependent on the precarious bounty of 
the individual who has given us house-room;— 
and exacted, as the price, a submission which 
daily made my cheeks bum with shame."^ 

"Do not. Seigneur, argue the matter with 
me,— you may, perhaps, to your own satisfac- 
tion, palliate your offences ; but I neither wish to 
hear a confession of your guilt, nor of the weak- 
ness and cowardice which attended it.^ 

*< What I have sud,^ answered the Seigneur, 
" was with no view of palliation, in the es- 
teem of any person who could be so hasty, — so 
unreasonable, as to condemn a friend without 
hearing his apology, — or so unforgiving as to 
refuse to listen, when that friend came in low- 
liness of spirit— in contrition of heart At least, 
Duchesne, heap not on me abuse. If I have 
injured you,— this is not a place to avenge 
wrongs." 
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^ I desiie to Bhorteii«-4o dose tUig oonfer- 
ence. I am master of myself at present, but I 
know not bow long I may be so. I bave f^, 
vsry few days to live ; and I wish not my last 
hours to be disturbed with altercation. You 
won from me a promise to be beard patiently, 
and I have kept it.^ 

*^ I am liot desirous that there should be any 
altercation. I come here in peace-^I come in 
pure friendship->-I oiler you the means of es- 
cape." 

^ You have not mentioned on wh4t terms ?** 
^< They are simple and easy. I have some 
infltience with the underiings of this estabKaii- 
ment. I have ituthority to say, that is little re- 
mission, on the part of the conciergif at a pelli- 
cular hour to-morrow evening, shall not be taken 
notice of. I have the means of providing you 
with a passport.^ 

« Witii a passport for me /—Whither T 
^ You must betake yourself to Belgium ; per- 
haps from tbence go abroad ; and all that is far- 
ther required is, that you find' secuiity that you 
w31 tfx>t return to France; and that you wffi 



strengthen tfiat security by the pledge of jova 
honour.'* 
*^ A pdssport tat me !" 
** I repeat it-*H>n these eonditJons.^ 
** And where does the Seigneur go?** 
** I remiun in France— ^probably in Paris.^ 
<< Then I understand that I am to go d<me 
from fVance ?* 
« You are." 

A pause of some minutes ensued, and I heard 
heavy footsteps pacing backwards and forwards. 
" Why do you hesitate, Duchesne,^' continued 
Delonneau, <^ you know not the difficulty I 
have experienced in getting this matter brought 
about. But I resdlved that nothing should pre* 
vent me from winning the life and liberty of a 
companion— a companion in arms and in mis- 
fortune.** 

A hoarse and husky laugh rung through the 

w 

vault* 

'< The life and liberty of^ friend i"" exdahned 
Duchesne; "kind, open, liberal, fifeud!-^ 
Heat me, Seigneut— The current in my yei« 
flows at its usual pace — I feel no flush on my 
temples—- my heart beats with regular pulsation 
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—any hand neither trembles with fear nor wratb 
»-I can command my thoughts-— control those 
suggestions which I wish neither to perceive 
nor understand ;—*but, lest this self-possession 
should yield, and, in a rash moment, I should 
do what, in an hour of coolness, even thy 
treachery and baseness would make me regret 
—I pray thee retire. This has been thy first 
visit — ^let it be thy last." 

« Why, Duchesne, thus give way to irrita- 
tion—to passion. Have my exertions deserved 
this return ?** 

•* This return ! — This ! — Have I not under- 
stood thee aright ? I asked thee if, when I leave 
these walls, and pass the barriers of France^ I 
am to be alone f** 

« That, I have answered you.^ 

** And Pauline ?" 

<< She must remain behind.'* 

A deep silence prevailed, — agfdn Duchesne 
spoke: — ^< I said already. Seigneur — I have 
tirice said — that it were better that this conver- 
sation should cease— that I desired not my last 
hours to be embittered with angry strife. I wish 
them not to be marked with bloodshed— with 
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other blood than that which rages through my 
reins. I beg you to depart-— it is thy interest 
not to tarry longer here." 

" Then you refuse ipy offer ?" 

« I do/' 

" And is it because Paulin e ?'' 

^^ Thou hast no right to interrogate me as to 
what does, or does not, induce me to spurn thy 
proposal.*^ 

<< If you think that she will be unprotected 
were you to pass the frontiers, is the grave less 
distant ? 

<^ I do intreat thee not to disturb me farther.*^ 

*' The tomb cannot befriend her. Her voice 
will not reach the dead t'' 

** Away, away !" 
. " But lest you entertain coiroding Tears for 
Pauline, it is but bare compassion/' added the 
Seigneur in a haughty, supercilious tone, " to as* 
sure you, that she shall find a protector.^ 

^* I know she shall.*' 

" Does he meet yi\\k\ your approbation T" 

« Entirely.'' 

** I rejoice to hear that acknowledgment ; but, 
perhaps, we do not allode to the same person/' 
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^ The proteetor of my Pauliiie shall be abo 
the diastiser of your vithny and insolence : The 
English oflScer— -your prisimer al Albert,— ^Dost 
thou recollect him^-Hast tbooi not cause?*' 

** The proud presumptuous, insolent fi»^%aer. 
Accident snatdied him from my haiids ; but yet 
a tiflie ^atl- come when he shaU rue the day we 
emr met. He the proteetdr of Panlinel No, 
nOf I>udie8ne,-*->there is another perseii---oDe 
n^fltfvr;''— and he made the cdft ring with 
a sneering and exulting ]augh,<^<<^ ay^, one 
much nearer, who can — ^who shall be her pro* 
tecCor-— her forfonate pretecton'*^ 

Imme£ately I heard the shuffimg of feet, and 
a noise of a fierce and deadly struggle* No 
sound of voices, however, reached me, unless 
convulsive sobs were the attempts to articulate. 
At length the Seigneur spoke :— 

" Your life is in my power,** he «dd : " Un- 
loose your grasp and I will q>are you. I was 
' not such a fool as to venture here unarmed.^ 

For a moment all was again nlent-— and once 
more I heard a short thick sigh, and a rattle as 
it were of the throat— -en effott to gmn respira* 
tion. I cried out for asristance, but no answer 
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earner I faaDooed and cftHed, Init irith no b^ 
ter sucoess. It soddenlj oocurrtd to me d»t 
pdsnUy^ die ^ore I bad sefsn, on entieriiig tbe 
recess, might hare prooeecied fitim the back of 
die hollow where the faunp glimmered before 
the cructfix^-«nd that a pannd might fa&Tebeen 
there constmcted, so as to be closed or opened, 
aococding^ aa the amatrgi, desin^ to know tlie 
oocopatioa of the prisoner^ or to ovediear his 
eonversation^ I rushed to the spoi^-^I beat a* 
giunst it with mj hand. I repeated mjr deroand 
ibr aanfltanee* I shouted that I knew there were 
people hmnediately behind who did and oug^t 
to hear me. I tzdd them that Dudieane and 
the Se^gnemr-«-one or bodi, were in the gasp of 
deatibu I immediatdiy beard whisperini^-^tben 
fbotsteps-->in a moment my door was opoied, 
and I rudied into Duchesne^s cell. 

The torch which the gaolers brought, showed 
how just irere mjr fears,* Duchesne, for a tta^ 
ment overpowered, had, hj a desperate ef- 
fort, wrenched the pistol from the hand of 
Debnneflu, and now knelt on his breast, and 
fiercely twisted his neckcloth, until the unfortu- 
nate wretch's eyes seemed to burst from their 



332 THE FIEE*SAT£B. 

sockets, and his lips trembled and shrunk with 
the torture that drew up his limbs and con- 
vulsed his hands, idly struggling to remove the 
iron grasp which suffocated him. 

The moment that Duchesne saw me, he quit* 
ted his hold— rose, and, looking intently on the 
Seigneur, whom the gaolers lifted with such ex- 
pression of alarm and regret as convinced me 
that they were parties to the whole scheme, 
muttered some words,— then, more audibly ad- 
dressing me : — *< I would to heaven,^' he sud, 
** I had not desired you to retire,— your pre- 
sence might have controlled me« But I was 
wrought to madness— my brain was on fire. The 
dastardly ruffian exulted in the prospect of his 
success— of my dishonour-«-of my Pauline^s de- 
gradation. Do not then, I pray— I intreat you, 
turn your eyes on me with sudi a disapproving 
look. Alas ! did I not tell you, that the kindlier 
affections of the heart have, one by one, been torn 
from my breast; that their place has been usurpu 
ed by the deadly passiQns,.^that love for Fau* 
line — affection for my child— friendship for thee, 
were the only sparks of humanity that enlighten* 
ed the darkness of my souK'' 
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** I pity you,— 'indeed 1 do. I was a witness 
of your {HTovocation, but could not reach you in 
time to prevent this lamefatable conclusion. But 
perhaps matters may not be so hopeless as you 
dread. The Seigneur shows symptoms of life. 
I shall assist these men to remove him.**' j, 

** Ay, Monsieur Anglois,** said one of the turn- 
keys, ** and to remove yourself,— we have had 
enough of you here. And let me inform you, 
that it will be a fortunate thing if you are not 
conveyed to a cell very little better than the pre- 
sent No high words or haughty looks, sir ; the 
head-gaoler must have some conversation with 
you before we part,* 

I expressed my perfect readiness to accom- 
pany them. The head-gaoler, however, seemed 
rather anxious that he should know as little of 
the affair as possible,— and asking the place of 
my abode, and warning me not to leave Paris 
without a regular , passport,—*! was allowed 
to proceed homeward, after I had the satis- 
faction of seeing the Seigneur able, with a little 
assistance, to drag bis legs along to eijiacre^ 
into which he was put, accompanied by two of 
the men. 
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^ Neil Bomuig, vAon I was prepaong to go 
out, I was waited on by a gentkmaii wlio in- 
troduoed Umself as attached to the pdioe es- 
taUisfanent, and informed me that it was neces- 
sary that F Acmld not leave my Apwisnents for 
a few days,i*«and that he trusted this intimation 
wootkl pre^rent tbe civil power taking any seTawr 



Of coBBsqmiGe, I had no aJtemative but to 
obey.— The durance Tile lasted fsr sevend days : 
«t length, however, I received a card^ saying 
that the matter had been inquired into, and that 
I might conMkr mys^ jd full 
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CHAPTER XII. 

« There is nothing more visible than his gvilt^ our any thing 
so easy as to gi?e sentence upon him." 

KiLUORSW. 

All tttiteMit b^Dg Jtbiis nantvedy I reaohred 
to see Ducbesae again; but, an readung 
the PabA JkJuAhtj I learned that already he 
and FauUne had been, fisr houss, slandhig 
tnal. 

I hasleBed to tKe txnirt It was, however, 
crowded to exoeas, and the fattwmmrt at tbe 
pcmcifad door inforaied me that no admitCanoe 
couU be given mtfaout « ticket. 

<< How is the ttnd proceeding ?«— Is the wsnk 
lilDely to be fivvwiiwUe ^t uHfirrourable to the 
prisaaeia?^ i asked DfBfMrson who <wa8<»Diing 
out 
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** All is going against them,*^ he answered— 
^^ It is impossible that poor girl can bear up 
much longer. For herself she seems to feel no^ 
thing— but her streaming eyes are fixed on her 
husband. He must have strong nerves to sup 
port his own misery and the expression of such 
hopeless wretchedness at his side. Le coeur me 
fendoit de voir soufirir cette miflheureuse. How 
valuable would be the presence of a friend at 
this moment T 

Without losing an instant, I hurried to the 
individual by whose means I had obtained an 
order for admission to the Palais de Justice. We 
proceeded to the proper authority, — ^but I had 
not my passport with me — ^its production was 
required ; and I was obliged to return home to 
procure it When I brought it, the persoo who 
was to give me the order had gone abroad, and 
bis deputy was scrupulously punctilious. I was 
recommended to try this quarter and that quar- 
ter, until 1 lost all hope. At length, late in the 
evening, a ticket of admission was sent. 

I again hastened to the court-house. But 
when I showed my order, the sentinel pointed to 
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tbe solid mfwi of Bpectatorft, in* rather auditori^ 
who filled the passage. I, nevertheless, pressed 
ifoi*wanl. 

^^ You seem to be interested in the pTisoders," 
s^ the faetionnuire ; *^ if so, you will gain littte 
by attempting this ciitrance. . But turn to the 
right of those pillars*— you will there find a pri- 
vate door, and may, perhaps, have better for«^ 
time-'* 

I readily followed the advice, and, aftet 
some expostulation, made my way good into the 
court-room, and soon mingled with a group of 
strangers, who, like myself, had not b^n able to 
:win access to the body of the hall. 

The evening was now closing, and the pro- 
ceedings in the trial had been interrupted until 
candles were procured ; but still a gleam of twi- 
light played through a range of high and narrow 
windows, deeply sunk in the massy waUs of the 
building. I could not, however, descry the ii^ 
drividuals whom I was most anxious to see ;-— 
the faint rays of light made no impresaon on the 
^ense and .dark mass of people which filled every 
.crevioe-*and I in vain strained my eyes to 
catch, in the direction where I was informed the 



38S TBB TimE-£ATSK« 

p;i«itief8 tlobdi ibe figure of Dodiesne or Bao- 

lilie. 3ut my uncertainty was soon reinoved. 

The laif;e massy antique diandelier, suspended 

from the arched roof, was ligl^ied, and the in* 

ereaong flame disclosed th^ inmates of the hall, 

wd judges^ spectators, and prisoners burst upon 

the view. The glare of the candles^ however, 

Inmost immediately yielding to the damp and 

heavy atmosphere which floated around, tbe 

windows were ordered to be opened to prodnee 

a current of air, and admit the fresh breewb 

The chandelier again glowed with invigorated 

lustre^ and pouted its light upon Duchesne and 

Pauline, who. were placed almost immediatdj 

belpw. 

Duchesne stood at the bar. He was dresssl 
in the. uniform ct the regiment to wfaidi he had 
banged, and was decorated with a profoaaa 
of orders \and roiUiary honours. Pale anl 
ihou^tfid, bis features, while they seemed to 
indicate complete dominicii over the feelings of 
hi9 heart, still betrayed the struj^ which be 
had undergone to obtain the mastery. Onoe he 
looked ^around, as the crowd, notwithstandiiigaH 
the eflbrts of the iittendants on the court, p r ess 
ed on him— to gain a sight of an individusl 
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whose probable fate had created general inter- 
est. He recognised a friend, probably some old 
companion in arms, and a glow of animation 
qpread pver his face ; but, as his eyes fell oil 
Pauline, leaning against the bar, absorbed ip 
deep expectancy, and intently gazing on the 
judges, a slight motion of his lips, and a faint 
hectic flush on his forehead, told how unsiic* 
cessful he had been in conquering the emotions 
with which her misery wrung hb heart Sud* 
denly he perceived me. Stern composure again 
marked his countenance — ^he waved his hand 
towards me with calmness and dignity. I 
thought he glanced his eyes towards the ho- 
nourable testimonies of his military services, as^ 
if contrasting his present appearance with the 
humble garb which he wore when we formerly 
had met. He drew himself up, and beckoned 
to me to approach. Is it possible, I thought, 
that this person can be Duchesne ? the obscure 
lowly individual seeking a livelihood or conceal- 
ment in the most degrading and menial em- 
ployments ; and my imagination painted him at 
Oisie — at Arras — in the cavern — at the fete-— 
at Haut-Escalle— <md in the market-place 
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The proceedings in the trial now again com-^ 
menced. The clerk, a sallow-faced personage, 
whose features possessed as little animation as 
the shrivelled parchment before him, began to 
read the judgment, which I bitterly lamented to 
find, followed upon the verdict of guilty, pro- 
nounced before I had been able to obtain access 
to the hall. The rapdity of his diction, and 
his overwhelming nasal twang, gave me at first 
some difiiculty in discemitkg what was the pu. 
nishment which awaited Duchesne. But . the 
fatal sentence was soon made too audible. He 
was condemned to sufler death at Selin-sur-Oise 
—a small town, considerably to the north of Paris, 
and where it was discovered tliat the conspiracy, 
in which my unfortunate friend had been enga- 
ged, had spread with the most dangerous violence. 
Pauline^s name was also mentioned ; but if was 
impossible to distinguish, from the murmur of 
commiseration which broke from the crowd on 
the enunciation of Duchesne'^s fate, what was to 
lie her doom. 

As the clerk had proceeded, a deadly pale- 
ness overspread Pauline^s face— her features be- 
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came rigid — ^her lips seemed parched.^aQd a 
scorching light glared from her eyes. She had 
made several efforts to rise, but her strength 
failed. The clerk paused — Duchesne rose in 
some agitation— " I spe^ not for myself," he 
said, ^^but let me in treat you on the part of 
this unhappy woman — I have bee^ the cause of 
this wreck-*— of this ruin — which humanity re- 
volts from contemplating. If, in the course I 
have pursued, there is one reproach— it is that 
.my actbns — ^my folly— call it what you wilJ— * 
should have alighted on her — on the partner of 
my life. She was the sharer of my joys— the 
^laCe of my griefs-— my support in adversity 
when I had no one to aid. Her mind directed 
jne when faint, and her loveliness gave consdar 
.Uon to the moments even of darkness and. des- 
pair« Pour on me your indignation-~I am the 
criminal— concentrate your punishments on me. 
^Fear not that I shall shrink— I can bear mucb. 
Wb^t can you visit upon me a thousandth part 
so appalling as the pain which, at this sight, 
jreods and tcurtures my heart ?'* 
. .His emotion impeded his utterance; and 
Pauline with renewed strength, sprung up. In 
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the utidpation of her husband^s fate, she seem- 
ed to have forgot even the feelings of a mother; 
and her infant almost dropped from her grasp as 
the stretched out her arms, and, with hollow voice, 
exclaimed — <^ No, no! Take me as the victim; 
I ain willing — I shall exult in being the sacrifice 
«^^4iay, more ; here,'* — and she wildlj tried to 
^ear away the little child, who hung grappling 
to her clothes,— <^ I am guilty — the only persc^ 
guilty. Could I not have checked him. in his 
career ? Could I not have stopped him on the 
brink ? He has told you.--he has confessed my 
aid — my direction. More I I led him into the 
sbate. I Urged him on when languid, and dia- 
peUed prophetic gloom by the influen^euJby thp 
seducements heaven gave me for his^ destrue- 
tion« Not for me — not for me^4)ut tot Du- 
chesne— mercy, mercy !" She sunk dowU'— die 
•convulsively i^epeated her intreaties for pardon 
to her husband-^-her voice fell, yet the words 
reached the uttermost corner of the court, and 
ioQenly echoed from the walls. 

The officers of justice now caa&e forward, 
and attempted to separate her from Duchesne*— > 
She was insensible, and Duchesne, lasting upon 
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ber a piercing Idok, beckoned to ihe. I iib- 
swered the sign, and pressed forward ; bat, as 
I advanced, the expriessioQ of Ms face Ichaa^ 
ged,— «a sudden glare poured from his eyfes,-^his 
teeth set, — and that dark and sinister look vhicb 
I bad observed iii the a^kot of the PahAa ie 
JusiWf lowered on his brtow. He eadeavomed 
to spring past the officers, imd r^atn boldof Pan* 
line, — but he was held firmly to the sfxyt, and al« 
though be continued to writhe and struggle witli 
the tno&t desperate violence, was i^)eedily notafr^ 
tered. This effort, however^ created a consi- 
derable confusion, and I in vain tried to ap 
proach him.— At this moment Pauline was 
borne past me ;— -she seemed reviving, and I imH 
following her to an apartment which one of ihtf 
attendants on the court informed me wad adja- 
cent to the buildings, and from which Pauline 
could be conveyed to the place where I now un* 
derstood she was, by her sentence, to be placed 
for a certain period sous la surveillance dt l0 
haute police; but I heard Dudiesne shouting 
my name^ and intreating my presence,' though 
hot for an instant I immediately obeyed the 
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cally-^-but from the pressure of the ciowd, and 
liie darkness of the night, was unable to over* 
take hhn uniffl close to the railings of the court 
of the Palais de Justice. When I reached the 
spot, I found that, through the neglect of the 
eontiergerUj or of the guard, there was some 
besttadon in opening the gate. At this moment 
Duchesne, though surrounded, was not -held.' 
High words were passing between the gen- 
darmes and the civil officers, — and the atten- 
tion of the individuals who more particularly 
had the custody of Duchesne was called ofT.— - 
Suddenly a man at my side slipped the cover 
ftom a dark lantern, and poured a stream of 
Mght^ upon Duchesne. The attendants shrunk* 
back from the glare. 

«« Fly !^ exclaimed the same person, ** pass 
over me, — I shall make a gap.*"^ And he sprung 
on two of the g^ndflrinw,— (who, at the alarm, 
4ri^ to grasp Duchesne,) — ^and, by the furious 
violence of the assault, threw them on the 
ground.-*In a moment Duchesne was away. 
'*." Ah? maraud,** exclaimed the gtndarmesy 
holding the rash intruder by the neck, — « here. 
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bind him»~^fast, &st !— Would'st . tbou defeat 
justice, scekrat f*^ But he still grappled with 
his antagonists)— -and, as he wds at length torn 
from his hold, I saw before' me the pale-faced 
stripling who had interposed between me and 
•the Seigneur at Albert — He imaaediaiely re- 
cogniscid me. ' . . 

. " You are a friend,'^ he said, as the gen* 
darmes dragged him away; "say to Pauli^ 
that her brother's last efforts,— 4ast moments,-*- 
have been devoted to her and to Duchesiiie." • 
. ' He was quickly lost in the confusion, and I 
presume conveyed into confinement in the Palais 
de Justice. — The great ' gate was shut,->-the 
crowd dispersed, and a factionnaire^ when 
he saw me loitering about, desired that I 
would follow the example. I was sensible 
that I could do no good there, and I was 
anxious to know whether Duchesne had been 
able to effect his escape. I followed, there£bire, 
. the. direction he and his pursuers had taken.— 
.The passengers in the streets were gathered to- 
gether in knots, — and a Jiacre was upset at th^ 
end of a narrow laiie,— -it was said for the pujp* 
i pose of interrupting th^ pursuit. Occasionally^ 

p3 
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the sound of distant shouts rent the air,-»8ud- 
denlj all was silence,-^then« loiid exclamations 
came sweeping down the street. 

*^ Alas!'' I said, is he retaken, — agiun a 
prisoner ?** 

^* No, no," answered an elderly man ; and 
Monsieur Bemarde took me by the hand,— 
** All is well ; Duchesne is away like the wind. — 
Bte made a feint at the bridge, — and his pur- 
suers pausing at the meditated leap, Duchesne 
turned, and obtained refuge in the crowd. If he 
once reaches the open country, pursuit will be in 



vain.'* 



A party of the civil power, attended by a 
body of the garde nationalej now approached. 

^< I can remain no longer here,** sud Ber- 
narde ; ^< what we undertook has been adocMao- 
plished.— -Duchesne is safe, he is now beyond 
your services, -> but Pauline must not be de- 
•serted : bear to her the tidings." 

I joyfully undertook the duty,.-4ind, as 
quick as possible, directed my steps to the court 
My spirits became elated,— and I bounded along 
with the vivacity and hilarity of a schooUboy. 
The moon, which had been struggling throu^ 



ft mass of dense clouds, ' had now filled thd sky 
with mellowed light. The night no longer felt 
raw, and chill, and dreary, and every face 
which! met seemed beaming with satisfaction. 

I breathlessly entered the room to which I had 
left the attendants of the court bearing Pauline. 
She was still partly supported by them, but at 
her side stood the Seigneur de Grodeault. I 
now saw the cause of the paroxysm of fury whidi 
had seized Duchesne: he had descried Delon- 
neau at the moment Pauline was carried from 
the hall. My first thought was to trample the 
ruffian below my feet But Pauline's voice 
caught my ear,— I rushed to her*— I would hav^ 
told her all, but I was afraid of being precipi^ 
tate. I dreaded that, although restored to sen* 
sibility, she had not strength to bear the tidings. 
But as I observed a convulsive sobbing shake 
her frame, and her lips tremble with idle efforto 
to articulate, I could no longer preserve silence. 
*< He is safe!*' I exclaimed,-—*^ Duchesne is safe! 
—He has escaped — escaped to secure your hap- 
pness and your child^s.'* She sprung up and 
clung to me with suffocating pressure, but still 
could not gain utterance. *< Calm yourself-— 
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4be tidings are true,*' I repeated ; <' I saw him 
break from the gendarmes.'^Tle has escaped.*^ 
But as the light of joy animated her features — as 
her eyes sparkled— as 3he dropped on her^ knees 
in thankfulness to hearen, Duchesne rushed in, 
.and in a moment a piercmg cry from Delooneaa 
^old the fury of the onset. Duche^e was im^ 
Inediately seized and overpowered ; but I knew 
not well what was said or done. I scarce could see 
what happened — a sickness of heart overcame me, 
Bwhich spread a cloud before my eyes and shut 
from me the passing events^ I did not obtain 
self-possession until Puchesne was pinioned and 
led away« and Pauline apparently lifeless, placed 
'ix\2L facre and conveyed to the apartments as- 
signed to her by the court. 
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•* Duke. So then, you hope of pardon from Lord Angelo ? 
** Clatid, The miserable have no other medicine but only hope-;- 
Tve hop*d to Uve, and am prepared to die.'* 

Meaturefor Measure* 

Bt means of Madame Beiomieau, I obtained 
introduction to several officers of distinction, uii«* 
der whom Duchesne had served. And although 
their influence was not yet very great at courts 
their testimony to the high character which Du« 
chesne had borne for every manly and generous 
quality, enabled me to interest warmly our am* 
bassador in an application for mercy. At tHe 
same time, I must acknowledge, that I acted 
liiore under a feeling of duty, them from an^ 
sanguine expectation of success* The dtscdtv- 
lotted and factious spirit which w«f ev^ day 
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thwartmg the conciliatoiy measures of govern- 
ment, oould obviously, be effectually checked only 
by severe examples; and I dreaded that Duchesne 
might be considered by far too dangerous and 
active an agent to be a proper object of lemty« 
I determined, however, not to allow myself to 
despair. 

Day after day I attended at our ambassador's 
office, butleamednothingfavourable, orratherno 
intelligence at all of the fate of our supplicaticm. 
I knew that the fatal hour was fixed for the en- 
suing week, and that Selin-sur-Oise^ the intend* 
ed scene of my unfortunate friend's execution, 
was a long day's journey to the north of Paris* 
Unless, therefore, I speedily received the answer^ 
even a pardon or a commiitatkxn'cirpttnisbnmst 
oonld not be conveyed in time to the civil an* 
tborides to countermand the sentence. 

I had called just before dinner, knowing thai 
a courier which was to pass in the direction of 
Sdin^.waa to leave the metropolis in the even* 
tngf add fbund that our ambassador had still 
leedved no communication from the Frendi 
l^vveiiimenl:. I returned disheartened, indeed 
almost hofdess. N^t day, I inade k lilei 



r- 



CRAFTBB Xllf. S81 



Tint, and obCttaednobttUrtidio^ Atn^t, 
however^ I was awoke bj fl mesteDger ^jtating, 
that it was understood that a roprieve bad beeD 
granted ; but that, from the blunder of the clerks 
in the public-offices, it lay undeliyered. 1 faK 
stantly arose, and waited on his Excell^icy. It 
was just possible^ by vigorous elextions, yet to 
InrriTe at Selin in time ; and, fearful that a eom- 
iBon mercenary courier might not be inclined to 
travel with that velocity the emergency required, 
I intreated permission to be the bearer myself. 
The request was granted. 1 waited with fever* 
ish expectation until the office opened,— -I ob- 
tained the reprieve. The. ambassador kindly 
supplied me with one of his own horses, — I rode 
at full speed as far as the animal could carry me, 
then dismounting, I hired horses at the post- 
bouse, and renewed my journey with unabating 
ederity. 

I had chosen this mode of travellmg on the 
recommendation of a friend, who, in a case of 
great urgency, had his object iilmost defeated, 
by trusting to the wretdied vehicles which, in 
France^ are the substitutes for post-chaiaeSi Bu^ 
iriiether the hackney I rode actually made Iktl^ 
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progress on the road, or my hopatieniD^ was so 
great as to undervalue the rate at which we went, 
^I almost regretted that I had not trusted to the 
^fearless intrepidity with which the Frendi pos- 
iilicHis, if incited by the ' promise of liberal pay« 
iaient, push forward in spite of all difficulties or 
'obstacles. Of this^ however, I could no,t now 
avidl myself, as I had turned into a cross road, 
to avoid a circuit some miles round, and no post- 
house was within reach . On regaining the grande 
routCy I resolved to change my mode of travel- 
ling, and to hire the best vehicle I could procure ; 
but, at the door of* the post-bouse, I saw a poi|ev- 
ful young horse, which one of the postilions was 
leading from the abreuvoir. It evidently had net 
•been long in its master*s hands, and seemed pai- 
ticularly fresh and active. I therefore gave up 
:the idea of a chaise, especially when I saw the 
crazy, jingling box tied with ropes and. patched 
' wkh planks of wood, whicb was intended for. my 
•conveyance, and a pair of lank miserable ponies 
(which seemed already attracting the crows in the 
'ftiri I ordered ,a courier to folbw, and, mount- 
ftng the steed which had first caught my atteu* 
'tion, I again hurried forif^ard. 
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Upon gainiDg the foot of a considerable ascent, 
I paused to give my horse breath. I now cal« 
culated, by my watch^ that, even if no acci> 
dent happened, I had not a minute to spare. I 
already felt exhausted, although more from agi- 
tation of mind than exertion of body. But this 
was not a time to yield either to apprehensions 
or infirmities. I again put the horse to its speed; 
and, although recent heavy riuns had so cut up 
the sides of the road that I could only proceed 
on the causeway, which ju3t possessied a suffi- 
cient covering of mud to be as slippery as ioe, 
I was fortunate enough in getting along in. 
safety. At length I came to a spot where the 
road divided into two branches. A peasant was 
yast emerging from one of them : I asked which 
I ought to take* " If it is to Selin-sur-Oise/! 
he answered, " that you are hurrying, and only 
wish a view of it, you may be satbfied already ; 
for there is the steeple of our Lady glittering in 
the sun.*' I looked in the direction he pointed 
to, and could perceive a spire, just rising over a 
row of trees which fringed the road. Judging 
from the apparent distance, I rejoiced to think 
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that I was an hour earlier dian I could have ex- 
pected ; and I was putting spurs to my horse, 
when the man added — << If you mean, however, 
bodily to visit the town itself, you have un vikitn 
dttour to take, and then, after all, it is ten to 
one if the shattered bridge (sacres Pruases) aU 
lows you to pass." 

** Is there no nearer way ?** 

" None— yes, truly, I had forgot,— but then 
you will have to boat your horse, and from its 
mettle and impatience, 1 doubt much if it will 
embark.** 

*< have no fear of that Be so good as direct 
me to the shortest line. I am on a case of the 
greatest emergency— of life and death.** 

<^ There,** he answered, and pointed up a hol- 
low, dirty lane to my left, — ^^ you cannot go otf 
the road after you get into the conduit ; it leads 
to the water's edge you will save an hour if yoii 
can cross the ferry. Not that the pacduige is 
difficult, but that the ferryman, deuce take him 
and his Ixm roi^ is as obstinate as this mule, 
which has thrust its fore-legs in the ditch, and 
ttieans, I suspect, to make its hind*leg8 Ibllow. 
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if it gets its own way. — Grood*day and success to 
your missfen, Monsieur Anglois." 

I hastily turned down the narrow road, 
but found it deep and rugged. My home by 
this time was much jaded, and I felt a ncken* 
ing exhaustion creeping oyer me. At length, 
however, I reached the banks of the riywy#«» 
and oppofflte, saw the grey towers of Seluiuaur* 
Oise rising on the ade of a gentle declivi^ 
which exposed almost the whole town at once 
to my gaze* I alighted to walk my horse Same 
hundred yards over a stony ledge, and fervently 
congratulated myself on the prospect of leach- 
ii^ Selin m a few minutes. 

The riv^ here was extremely rapid, and thfe 
bcdy of water which rolled along gave a strength 
ito the current that could only be stemmed by 
incessant toil and management ; otherwise, I be* 
lieve, my impatience was so great, that I would 
have plunged in and trusted to my horse to carry 
me across. I did not, however, think that it 
would be prudient to place Duchesne's fate on 
th^ chance of any JEiccident defeating or delayii^ 
my arrival. I continued, therefore, to travel 
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along the banks, fringed by a row of high trees. 
Further down, I perceived, on the o{4>o^ite side, 
a boat tied to a post, sunk into a heap of stones ; 
the substitute, I suppose, for a pier. I hailed the 
4x)at*hien, and they pushed off. Close to me, on 
«an abruptly.rising ground, stood the ruins of an 
^mcient building. ' The principal walls were still 
•entire, although blackened with the sinoke of the 
iire which had been used to destroy them. The 
'.portico had been blown up, and the stones lay 
^scattared to a great distahee. Through an open- 
ing, which afforded a glimpse of the sunk storey, 
T could distinguish massy rings dieeply fixed in 
the wall, and the traces of a winding stair^caae^ 
^leading, I suspected, from the cachot of the place, 
sand terminating in an apartment, probably the 
great hall where formerly the proprietor sat ia 
all the pomp and feudal sternness of the times ; 
land which the last inmates had thought scarce 
worthy of being tenanted by their lowest me- 
nials. 

: I' wmted anxiously for the arrival of the boat- 
men«*«at length they reached the edge, and I 
embarked; and my horse, with less difficulty 
than I had anticipated, followed me. We made, 



CHAPTER XIII. 3S7 

however, very little progreg: The men were 
»ullen, ^and' paid *no attention to my intreaties 
to row quicken-M)r, if they did exert them- 
selves, it was so awkwardly, that the boat rock- 
ed from side to side, or wheeled about, as if 
the oars had no command of the water. My 
horse how became restless, and, either from bet- 
ing stung by the water-fiies, or alarmed at the 
glittering of the stream, plunged violently, and 
endeavoured to spring out. The oldest of the 
two men muttered' his fears or his displeasure, 
and then, growling a volley of execrations, 
ceased to row. . 

. *^ For. heaven's sake !*' I said, " pull away.— 
There is ho danger to be apprehended. I shalt 
hold my horse. See, it is quiet already.'* 

. The ferryman made no reply — ^but, observing 
that the flood in the river had driven us near a 
spot where the river became suddenly shallow, 
and boiled over the ragged points of rocks, rising 
like spires above the surface, he vented his 
wrath in coarse and unmeasured terms. I 
thought it best to soothe him, and concluded 
by saying, that I was on a mission'of life -and 
death, and had not a. moment to lose. ^^ I bear 
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an order/ I added, ** eounlerBUUidiog ibe 
aution of your oountryman. If I do not reach 
Selin in half an hour, he must die/ 

^<What! Dudiesne the oonspuator*— the COD- 
Tict? '' 

** Yea» my friend. His repriere is ki toy 
hands. Do exert yourself. But heavens 1 why 
do you throw down the oar, or gaze on me ?^ 

*^ Let me manage my boat in my own way,^ he 
answered, with a sulky, dogged tone ; << though, 
if you wish hearty rowing, I shall be aUe to 
please you.*^ And muttering something to his 
pompanion, he pulled the boat round, and we 
drove with the stream upon a {Mtijecting pcnnt, 
a few hundred yards below the pier from which 
we had embarked. At first I did not under^ 
stand his object :— 4nd, as I discover hb heart- 
less, malidous purpose, a violent bound of my 
horse fairly dragged me ashore. Before I 
gained my feet, the ferrjrman had pushed off. I 
saw him grin with a savage expression of un« 
mingled delight—- 

<<Ay,^ he exclaimed, <<you befriend these 
9€Arat8 who would rise on the destruction of 
their betters 7 /b ant mml mtm nuAre, imU$ 



* 

«Kf omu, ^ la boueherit* The Virgin be praised, 
.it is now given to a servant of the ancient 
owner of ihese walls, (pointing to the chattou 
a few paces off,) to fix the &te of this £ri- 
gand. What better right has he to mercy than 
they who filled our halls with blood, and threw 
me into grinding poverty ? Let the axe have its 
due^^acrS Jacobin P* And he vigorously pulled 
against the: stream. 

I had no alternative but to try to gain the 

hridga Already I had lost much time, and I 

trendbled when I thought that the distance might 

be greater than my horse, even at full speedy 

could accomplish within the time. I tried to 

force my bcMrse. to take the river, but my efforts 

were useless, — and I had the agony of being 

obliged to gallop miles, in the knowledge that 

every step I took was to be retraced. At length 

I reached the bridge, and saw a gap in one of the 

arches. The temporary accommodation for tra- 

▼dkrs had been removed, and now only a few 

planks afforded' a footing precarious even to the 

workmen. I nevertheless resolved to attempt 

the passage* The overseer who was direofeing 

the operaticms inlieated me to dettst' from my 
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purpose, and adviseifl me to descend the river for 
a mile oriwo, when I would find another bridge ; 
but I heard the belis in Selin ringing,, and dread- 
ed the reason.*~I told the man -the urgency of my 
missipn^-^that Duchesne*s life depended on my 
presence. They instantly ran several planks 
along the gap.-^I tried to urge my horse along, 
.^but in vain : At last the overseer recommended 
to me to retire a few yards, and then rush a ioute 
bride at the passage, while the men would incite 
the. animal by their shouts. I obeyed, and at 
full speed reaching the arch, I pressed my spurs 
to the horse*s flanks,.-«the lur was rent with shouts 
and acclamations, — and the. animal, scared with 
the noise, and mad with pain, made a desperate 
leap,, and clearii^ the wooden work, gained 
solid footing on the other side« I gave no 're. 
spite, but again applying the spurs, continued 
my route. . 

. The horse was by this time much exhausted, 
and evidently with difficulty sprung from below 
every new lash of my whip ;~*rbut I could not 
attend to such sufferinffs.*^! hurried, on,— I 
thought I never should reach Selin. The gate- 
way over the ditch which surrounds the town. 
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Beetned dose at band, yet, in the fever of my 
imiMtience^ appeared always to mock my ap- 
proadi. I heard the town-clock strike the hour 
of the execution, and I had yet a quarter of a 
mile to go* My horse was covered with foam, 
and the blood streamed from its ndes.-— Its 
nostrils were red and distended, and it breathed 
hard, and with oppression. I thought that its 
limbs would sink below me, — I lashed it along^ 
and its hoofs clanked on the causeway under the 
gate ;-^the sentinel challenged me, and assumed 
a threatening attitude. But I had no time for 
exjdanation, and passed without giving an an^ 
swer. Shortly, the broad street leading to the 
place became narrow, and then branched out in 
several directions : I was at a loss which to take 
The houses seemed deserted, — ^the windows were 
diut* I saw an old man, apparently an invalid^ 
sitting at a shop door,— -I inquired my way. 

<< Ah !** he answered, << i dr&U, i droitj^U 
you bring good tidings, haste with the speed of 
li^t, or Duchesne will be no more i" 

I required no incitement. Careless of Ae 
rude and broken causeway over which the horse 

a 
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with difficulty kq>t .its footing, I pushkl for- 
ward,— I gained the opening to the p/oce.— 
I saw a crow^f people, and distinguish^ the 
guillotine in the centre,«-all was silent, and I 
yrsB yet in time.— -I struck my. spurs rowel- 
deep,— -I endeavoured to aid and lift my horse 
with the bridle.— I leant down to present the 
least resistance to the air,-»I passed Uke light- 
.ning. As I approached nearer^ I sought to. at- 
tract attention,— -but every eye was bent on the 
.sad spectacle: — I raised myself in the stirrups, I 
waved my hat in. the air,-~I shouted with my 
^tmost force, — I drove through the crowd. I 
reached the bottoni of the scaffold, and sprung 
from my horse as the axe descended through 
the groove, and dropped with a sullen and hoi- 
low.'sound. 

A cry of pity — a murmur like the noise of 
many waters, reached my ears — and I saw the 
crowd slowly retiring.- UnaUe to conquer my 
feelings, I leant against the saddle, and was con- 
veyed in a sickening stupor to a neighbouring 
house. 
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Several months after, my friend and I return- 
ed from a much longer residence in Switzerlfflid 
than we had originally intended^ On reaching 
Paris, I could not resist the desire of obtaining 
udings of Pauline. 

I first Vent to the residence of Madame De- 
lonn^Uy but was told that she had shortly be- 
fore gone to the south of France, in consequence, 
it was said, of her brother having been condemned 
to the galleys for some degrading ofience. Of 
Pauline the people in the house knew nothing. 
I applied, however, to the bureau de police^ and 
learned that months had passed since she had 
been transferred to la Salpetriere. I proceeded 
there without delay; the keeper readily admit- 
ted me and my friend, and led us towards the 
Itpartment in which Pauline was confined. I 
had been a good deal surprised when I learned 
that she had been sent to this institution, as I 
always understood that its inmates- were only 
those of the most worthless character. But I 
90on discovered the reason. 

At the termination of a long passage, the at- 
tendant opened a small door, . and ushered us 
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into a gloomy apartment The vails irere dattip, 
and the {faster hung in flakes from the stonea. 
A small grated window admitted a atream of 
light, which glanoed upon an emaciitfed females 
The keeper told us that, lest she should commit 
selfdestnietion, he bad been obliged to secure 
her ; and he pointed to the means which be had 
adopted. << The management of these peofde,** 
said he, <^ gives radless trouble. It was an un« 
lucky hour for us when this wing of the build- 
ing was devoted austfolles.^ 

I shuddered to think that it was Pauline who 
was before me, and I anxiously addressed h^ by 
name. The sound of my voice seemed to awak^ 
some recollection in her mind, for her features 
were momentarily lighted with a faint ray of in- 
tellect, but she again relapsed into gloom. I 
once more spoke, and pressed her hand. *< Poor 
giri,^ I said, << what a fearful wreck has grief 
made here! Pauline, do you not know me?'' 
Her eyes acquired brightness, but there was a ^are 
in their expres^on which, in her better days, they 
never exhibited. She lifted her fettered hands, 
and pushed a«de the hair which, in thick and 
matted confusion, hung oyer her forehead. << It 
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is all a tale/' she sidd, « all illuaoo. Ud not 
iny htiriiaiid— mj child-i-my broths— beckoo 
me? Tb^ wioe came in jdeaaiig cadenos, bttt 
these duuns bound me to the spot. I stretched 
myself along the Qoot and they—- /Aiy laughed 
at my nuaety and disai^>eared4 I Bball foUow-«- 
no power shall prefrent me. But do not tell that 
hard man. Perhaps you will aid me — ^remember 
the dance— the merry dance :^^ — and die laughed 
in a tone that made me shudder^ — *^ But then^ the 
guard-room! — what? — desert a frigid because 
there is danger in the way ? But, true— your 
duty forbade— 'I thought you had abandoned me 
too — ^my cup was not full unless erery friend 
was torn away-— I was left hopeless— <loomed to 
live*^tD breathe this thick heavy air that lies on 
my breast^ and clouds my sig^t, and chokes my 
utteranoe«-to freeze and tremble when the sun 
was at its height^-<H* feel in my brain a firs 
wbich scordies, but will not kilL No» no ! thiat 
would be too mendful.'' She continued to mut- 
ter some words ; but her ifleas w^ore no leaoger 
oonnededy and a deep gloom graduaUy resumed 
possession of her fieatures~the became siknt-i*^ 
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ber eyes seemed to lose tbdr power of visicm— - 
she sunk down on a little pallet at her feet — and 
the slight heaving of her bosom was the only in* 
dication that she yet lived. I took her hand 
and pressed it between mine— she did not vaiy a 
feature ; — ^that countenancein which had beamed 
sudi loveliness, was now darkened- with sullen 
indifference and apathy. My friend drew me 
away as I endeavoured to rouse her. *^ Do 
not," he said, <* be so cruel as to awake her to 
the knowledge of her wretchedness. Next to 
death, the oblivion of insanity is to her the great- 
est blessing.*' 

Before I left the place, I requested the pby- 
fflcian in attendance to procure for the unfortu- 
nate girl, accommodation more suitable to ber 
melancholy condition ;-£— and I intreated that be 
would use his influence to obtain permission ibr 
her removal, at my expense, to some private 
establishment, where she might be watched over 
with unremitting care and tenderness. But my 
anxiety on this point, and his good services, 
were of little use. A few days after, he wrote 
to me, that Pauline had continued in the state 
of stupor in which I had left her, until nature 
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Ibeing utterly exhausted, she bad dropped into 
a deep sleep, and expired without a sigh. 

A few lines were found in her possession, 
directed to me, and evidently written at a time 
when she dreaded the approach of the malady, 
which, according to her presages, overtook her. 
Duchesne had been conveyed by her friends to 
the burying-ground attached to the village of 
Oisie, — and she intreated me, if her wish should 
ever reach me, that she might be laid beside 
her husband. 

I met, however, much difficulty in carrying 
her dying request into execution; — at length, 
through the exertions of those friends who had 
taken so deep an interest in Duchesne's fate, I 
obtained the requisite permission — and, in a few 
days, the body of Pauline was conveyed to Oisie, 
and her last desire complied with. There was 
scarce a peasant in the adjacent villages who did 
not attend the sad procession and pay the last ho- 
nour to her memory. I was struck with the cir- 
cumstance, that the black wooden cross which rose 
at the head of Duchesne'^s grave was in the cen- 
tre of the ruined burial-place of the Barons of 
Oisie. But any suspicions which crossed my 
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mind, rdaltve to my imfivtimate friend's oaine 
and lineage, were limited to tins fact;'«-4tnd 
nehber received corroboration nor correction 
irom the result of the inquiries I made in the 
neighbourhood. 

There was now nothing to detun me in 
France---and, fiir the last time, easting my eyes 
on the qpot which contmned my unfortunate 
friends, I returned to my native country. 
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